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For 16 years, John Kovacs was a "tenant of the tunnel."  Along with a few others, John lived
underground in an abandoned railroad tunnel in New York City.  When Amtrak bought the tunnel
and prepared to reopen it, John was forced to look for another place to live above ground.

According to The New York Times, Mr. Kovacs became the first person chosen for a new
program designed to "transform the homeless into homesteaders."  After spending a third of his
life in a railroad tunnel, he left his underground existence to become an organic farmer in
upstate New York.  He was quoted as saying, "The air will be better up there.  I'm not going to
miss anything.  I'm not coming back."

If we could see ourselves as God sees us, we would realize that every child of God has had a
similar experience.  We too have been chosen to leave a dark, filthy existence for the dignity of
a new life and work.  If only we could see our former life as clearly as John Kovacs saw his, we
too would know that there is nothing worthwhile in the dark, and no reason to go back.

Today, we are instructed by God’s Word in the New Testament book of Colossians.  The
sermon series that we’re working through in the 4 chapters of this letter written by the Apostle
Paul I’ve titled, “The Preeminent Christ: A Collision with Colossians.”

As Paul wrote this letter to Christians in the small church in the small town of Colosse, we, too,
can benefit from the Apostles’ wisdom and doctrine.  In a sense, this letter is written to every
congregation of believers in Christ united and gathered together around the Word of God.

Colossians 1:12-14:
12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the

saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.”

In English, with the exception of the King James Version, the first sentence of this
passage begins with a word that’s not capitalized; it’s a continuation of the thought the
Apostle communicated in the previous 3 verses (9-11), which we studied last Sunday.

We return to that passage to see the context, “For this reason we also, since the day we
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of
His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering
with joy;” We are to give thanks to God for His might, glorious power, patience,
longsuffering and joy!



That brings us to verse 12 - “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” If you’ve been paying attention, you’ll
note this isn’t the first time we see gratitude being expressed by Paul and those with
him.  Back in verse 3, we read “ We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, praying always for you,”

The late Bible teacher Warren Wiersbe wrote, “The Colossian letter is filled with
thanksgiving.  Paul gave thanks for the church in Colosse and he prayed that they might
grow in their thanksgiving to God.  The Christian life should abound with thanksgiving.
One of the evidences of spiritual growth in our Bible study is thanksgiving.  Our prayers
should always include thanksgiving.  The Christian who is filled with the Spirit, filled with
the Word, and watching in prayer will prove it by his attitude of appreciation and
thanksgiving to God.” (Wiersbe, 114)

A story is told about a vendor who sold bagels for 50 cents each at a street corner food stand.
A jogger ran past and threw a couple of quarters into the bucket but didn’t take a bagel.  He did
the same thing every day for months.  One day, as the jogger was passing by, the vendor
stopped him.  The jogger asked, “You probably want to know why I always put money in but
never take a bagel, don’t you?”  “No,” said the vendor.  “I just wanted to tell you that the bagels
have gone up to 60 cents.”

Too often, as believers, we treat God with that same kind of attitude.  Not only are we
ungrateful for what He’s given us—but we want more.  Somehow we feel that God owes us
good health, a comfortable life, material blessings.  Of course, God doesn’t owe us anything, yet
He gives us everything.

G. K. Chesterton wrote, “Here dies another day, during which I have had eyes, ears, hands,
and the great world round me.  And with tomorrow begins another.  Why am I allowed two?”

Each day, whether good or bad, is one more gift from our God.  Our grateful response should
be to live to please Him.

Of course, the one blessing that ought to move us constantly to thanksgiving is “that
God has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light” as the
remainder of verse 12 records.  The word ‘qualified’ means ‘fit.’ God has fit us for our
inheritance. What is our inheritance as believers in Jesus?

‘Inheritance’ was originally identified with the land apportioned to each tribe of Israel
after the conquest of Canaan.  But not every tribe received an allotment of land, did
they? The Levitites did not. Deuteronomy 10:9 sheds further light on what would
become the New Testament thought of “inheritance” - “Levi has no portion nor inheritance
with his brethren; the Lord is his inheritance, just as the Lord your God promised him.)”



In the opening two lines of this letter, we discussed that “saints” refers to every
believer in Jesus Christ.  And verse 12 introduces the theme of “light,” which is a
present reality.  Consider these proof texts:

● 2 Corinthians 4:6 - For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

● I Thessalonians 5:5 - “You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not
of the night nor of darkness.”

● I Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light;”

Moving to verse 13, Paul affirms God has rescued the Colossian Christians from the
harsh rule of the power of darkness with which they were born. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
observed, “It is referred to as ‘darkness’ because it is the opposite of God.  God said,
‘Let there be light’; the devil says: Let me bring darkness into this kingdom of light.  God
says: Order; the devil says: I will bring in confusion.  This power of darkness is a dark
power.  It darkens the mind; in other words, it keeps us in the dark.  It creates mists; it
creates confusion; it produces fog…” (Lloyd-Jones 178)

The unsaved person lives a life of immorality, anger, strife, vengeance, violence and
oppression because he knows nothing else.  Paul notes not only that God rescues His
people from darkness, He saves them to His Kingdom.

So, God has delivered us from darkness and He has conveyed us to (‘brought’ or
‘transferred’ us) to the kingdom of the Son of His love, or put another way, “into the
kingdom of the Son He loves.”  Paul may here be alluding to a key Old Testament
messianic prophecy, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, which uses the title “Son” and stresses God’s
eternal love for Him:

“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your
seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13
He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son.  If he commits iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My
mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from
before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever
before you.  Your throne shall be established forever.”



Author NT Wright helps us see that forgiveness of sins is not merely good news for troubled
consciences.  “Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:6-36 speak of forgiveness as one of the
specific blessings of the new covenant.  The blessings of our final redemption have already
broken into the present.  Forgiveness of sins is not simply a liberation from the past; it sets us
free for the present and the future.  It opens the possibility of living a life worthy of the Lord.”
(Garland, 68)

Diane Komp, a pediatric oncologist, tells the story of Arthur, who developed cancer when he
was 3 years old.  He had multiple relapses over a 5-year period and was often close to death.
His parents were wonderful, she says, patient with his treatment, never losing hope.

One day Arthur’s mother called the doctor to ask something that had been weighing her down
for years.  She said that in the early years of her marriage, she had an affair and left her
husband for another man.  She became pregnant by this man.  When he learned of her
pregnancy, he gave her something to swallow in hopes of inducing an abortion.  It did not work,
and he abandoned her.  She returned to her husband, pregnant with Arthur.  She asked for and
received her husband’s forgiveness.  He knew the truth but always loved and treated Arthur as
his own son.  Her question to the oncologist was this: “Do you think that the concoction I drank
to abort the pregnancy caused the cancer?”

Dr. Komp wisely responded that we will never know what caused the cancer.  But doctors
cannot heal guilt, and the mother suffered for many years with her terrible burden.  Deep within
her soul she must have felt that her sin caused all this suffering for her son.

Arthur’s mother later wrote the doctor that she had grown up in a church that preached
forgiveness through Christ’s sacrifice.  In spite of this religious tradition, she had rejected the
forgiveness that God had offered in Jesus.  There was no one in her church with whom she
could share her burden.  When she sensed God had forgiven her, she underlined every
passage in her Bible that referred to God’s forgiveness and was amazed that the burden was
finally lifted.  The healing of memories and guilt can sometimes be more difficult than healing
cancer.

Arthur was one of the first in the country to receive a new experimental drug.  It worked.  His
mother, some years later, called the doctor to invite her to his wedding.  One can imagine that it
was going to be a big celebration. How else can one respond to God’s gifts?

As we bring this message to a close, I have a couple of questions to ask you:

Are you out of the darkness?

Are you in the light?

If you are in the light, then ask God to continue to shine His light on you and walk worthily of
Him.  You have much for which to be grateful!

If you are still in the dark offer this prayer - ask God to enlighten your darkness and wake your
spirit.  And He will shine His light upon you.


