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One day, a poor boy named Howard Kelly was selling goods door-to-door to earn money to
help pay for family necessities.  He found he had only one thin dime left…and he was hungry.

He decided he would ask for a meal at the next house.  However, he lost his nerve when a
lovely young woman opened the door.  Instead of a meal, he asked for a drink of water.  She
thought he looked hungry, so she brought him a large glass of milk.  He drank it slowly, then
asked, “How much do I owe you?”  “You don’t owe me anything,” she replied.  “Mother has
taught us never to accept pay for a kindness.” “Then I thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

As Howard left that house, he not only felt stronger physically, but his faith in humanity had
been restored as well.  He had been ready to give up and quit.

Years later that kind young woman became critically ill.  The local doctors were baffled.  They
sent her to the city, where they called in specialists to study her rare disease.  Against all odds,
that doctor was named Howard Kelly!

He was called in to the hospital for the consultation.  When he heard the name of the town the
woman came from, a strange light filled his eyes.  Immediately he arose and went down the hall
to her room.   He recognized her at once.  He went back to the consultation room determined to
do his best to save her life.  From that day, he gave special attention to the case.  After a long
struggle, the battle was won.

Dr. Kelly requested the business office to pass the final bill to him.  He looked at it, then wrote
something on the edge and the bill was sent to her room.  She feared to open it, for she was
sure it would take the rest of her life to pay for it all.  After all, she was relatively poor.  As she
looked at the bill, something caught her attention on the side of the bill.  She read these
words…Paid in full with one glass of milk. —Dr. Howard Kelly.

I think you’d agree with me that this young lady had much for which to be thankful.  As
believers in Jesus Christ, we, too, have so much for which to be thankful to God.  God
has opened our eyes to our great sinfulness.  And He also has opened our eyes to the
Great Savior, Jesus Christ.  All who believe Him to be the Son of God and Savior of
sinners will rein with Him in glory.

Today, in our continuing study of the Old Testament book of Isaiah, we begin the
fourth major section.  Chapters 28 through 35 of Isaiah make up a section we will call
Judgment and Salvation.  “The key in (these chapters) is whether Judah, and in
particular its leaders, will rely on Egypt or on the Lord in the face of the growing threat
posed by the ever-increasing power of Assyria.” (Webb, 116)

Though this is largely a message of woe that God is speaking to His people through
His prophet Isaiah, it also points us to our great hope - the Precious Cornerstone of
God’s kingdom, Jesus Christ.  He has promised never to leave us, nor forsake us.  He
will be with us, Church, until the very end of the age.  Because He lives, we can face
tomorrow!

Given the length of this chapter (29 verses) for today’s purposes, we will camp on just
a handful of the verses and gleam from them applications to help us in our walk
together with Jesus.
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Isaiah 28:1-7:
“Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim,
whose glorious beauty is a fading flower
which is at the head of the verdant valleys,
to those who are overcome with wine!

2 - Behold, the Lord has a mighty and strong one,
like a tempest of hail and a destroying storm,
like a flood of mighty waters overflowing,
who will bring them down to the earth with His hand

3 - The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim,
will be trampled underfoot;

4 - And the glorious beauty is a fading flower
which is at the head of the verdant valley,
like the first fruit before the summer,
which an observer sees;
he eats it up while it is still in his hand.

5 - In that day the Lord of hosts will be
for a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty
to the remnant of His people,

6 - For a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment,
and for strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

7 - But they also have erred through wine,
and through intoxicating drink are out of the way;
the priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink,
they are swallowed up by wine,
they are out of the way through intoxicating drink;
they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.”

MP 1 - Two predominant sins. “Isaiah is looking north from Jerusalem to Ephraim, the
northern kingdom of Israel, and his prophetic eye notices something.  Their capital city,
Samaria, is the crown of the nation.  There it is “at the head of the verdant valleys,”
luxuriant with gardens and groves and trees and vines.  (The Israelites) have it made.”
(Ortlund, 152)

But there was a soft underbelly to Samaria and Ephraim - their leadership left much to
be desired.  Isaiah highlights two aspects of their weak leadership: pride and
drunkenness.  His first word to them is “Woe!” We’ll see that word repeated 5 more
times over the course of this section.

● Israel’s was a “crown of pride” mentioned at the beginning of verse 1, and again at
the beginning of verse 3.  The proud city (Samaria) had proud, unteachable
leaders.  Verse 12 says “they would not hear.” In their thinking, they already had
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all that they needed.  To assent to a need for God would be an admission of
weakness.  And Israel couldn’t stand for such an assessment!

● The Israelites were a proud people with proud leadership. Another aspect of the
weak leadership in Israel was drunkenness.  The leaders are called “drunkards” in
verses 1 and 3.  Verse 7 says they “erred through wine, and through intoxicating
drink.” They erred in vision and they stumbled in judgment.  All their tables were
covered with vomit and filth.”

First 2 points of application:

● Pride is opposed to the humility that God requires of His people.  Rather
than being brash and arrogant, we are to be marked by confidence in
humility.  Pride cannot rejoice when others rejoice, and it sees weeping as
a weakness.  There is very little compassion in the hearts of proud people.

What are some signs that you may be a proud person?
1 - You cannot accept constructive criticism.  To do so would be to

accept that you may have failed in a certain area.
2 - You don’t like being associated with ordinary or unpopular people.
3 - You are unteachable; you don’t listen to other people’s advice.
4 - You think you’re too important to do mundane things that are

“beneath you.”
5 - You are critical of those who do better than you.

What can you do if you conclude you might be a prideful person?
1 - Seek feedback.  Ask trusted friends what they think.
2 - Share credit when you’re given it and build others up.
3 - Admit your mistakes; don’t try to pass them off.
4 - Be content and thankful for what you are and have.
5 - Put others before yourself.  Serve them.

● Drunkenness.  The sin here isn’t drinking; it’s being drunk.  Scripture
doesn’t prohibit consuming wine.  Indeed, it even looks on it approvingly
as that which God has given to “gladden the heart of mankind,” as Psalm
104:15 teaches.  The Apostle Paul addressed the Church with this in
Ephesians 5:18, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, (rather)
be filled with the Spirit.” Certainly, one cannot get drunk if he or she never
drinks alcohol; those choosing to drink must be legal, careful, and guard
against over-indulging.

There are warnings in Scripture against drunkenness - “Wine is a mocker,
strong drink a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise.” (Proverb
20:1). Far too many people and families have been crushed by the
destructive influence of alcohol.  There are many resources available to
help those who are fighting the effects of alcohol.
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The leadership in Israel abused alcohol to drown their sorrows in
alcohol-induced forgetfulness.  As they swallowed alcohol, it came back
and swallowed them.  The priests’ and prophets’  irresponsible behavior
hastened the demise of Israel.

Isaiah sees in Samaria a living metaphor for the easy-going decadence soon to
become easy pickings for the Assyrian invader, which is what happened in 722 BC.
What Isaiah sees in Ephraim is the script we’ve played out a thousand times in history.
Kingdoms rise and fall; wealth is accumulated and then stolen.” (Ortlund, 152-53)

MP 2 - From understanding two sins that dominated Israel in Isaiah’s day, we come
to a Covenant of Death (v. 14 & 15, 17 & 18)

14 - Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scornful men,
who rule this people who are in Jerusalem,

15 - Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death,
and with Sheol we are in agreement
when the overflowing scourge passes through,
it will not come to us,
for we have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood we have hidden ourselves.”

(No verse 16 here)

17 - Also I will make justice the measuring line,
and righteousness the plummet;
the hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
and the waters will overflow the hiding place.

18 - Your covenant with death will be annulled,
and your agreement with Sheol will not stand;
when the overflowing scourge passes through,
Then you will be trampled down by it. “

With verse 14, Isaiah’s focus shifts from the religious leadership of the northern
kingdom (Israel) to the political elite of Jerusalem and the southern kingdom (Judah).
The covenant of death mentioned in verses 15 & again in verse 18 was their treaty
with the only human hope left for Judah - a treaty with Egypt. “Sheol” in the same
verses, 15 & 18, is the realm of the dead.  Isaiah rebukes Israel’s leaders and their
treaties with Egypt as being in reality things that would mean death for them.

Over against the false confidence of Judah’s rulers in their treaties with other
nations, God, in verse 16 of Isaiah 28, presents them with the true basis for
confidence in that they have a sure foundation.

MP 3 - A Sure Foundation (V. 16, 29)
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16 - “Therefore thus says the Lord God:
“Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation,
a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation;
whoever believes will not act hastily.”

A cornerstone was a stone of larger than normal size that had been carefully prepared
and that was used to determine the line of two adjacent walls and to knit them together;
it would act as a foundation.  The foundation and cornerstone spoken of here is Jesus
Christ.  The New Testament makes this abundantly clear; the stone/cornerstone
prophecy is messianic and, as such, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Here’s a significant
passage:

I Corinthians 3:11-13 - “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.”

On its website, a masonry company explains five important functions a building’s foundation is
supposed to do.

1 - Support the Home
2 - Resist Movement
3 - Insulate Your Home
4 - Keep Moisture Out
5 - Prevent Insect Infiltration

“Similarly, the kingdom of God rests on the Messiah.  He is the Stone which has been
tried and not found (lacking), so that He provides a suitable basis for others to build on.
Being the unique foundation, the one provided by God Himself, Jesus is consequently
precious - both as to who He is in relation to the Father, and as to what He finally and
completely has done in paying the penalty for sin.” (Mackay)

One more thing.  Drop down to the last verse of the chapter, verse 29 - “This also
comes from the Lord of hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in guidance.” Where
have you heard the names “Wonderful and Counselor” before? Isaiah chapter 9, verse
6.  It was the passage I began the Advent devotional this morning at the beginning of
this service:

“For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

“Wonderful” points to that which is beyond the human, belonging to another realm, a
supernatural one. “Guidance” denotes the foresight which plans ahea; effective
guidance which knows how to achieve results.



6

This Child that was born, Who was given by God, is the very Son of God.  His name is
Jesus, and He is what all the hubbub is about in Isaiah’s preaching.  We’ve looked at in
today’s message three main areas:

● MP 1 - Two Predominant Sins of God’s people - pride and drunkenness.
● MP 2 - Israel and Judah both had entered into Covenants of Death; which is any

covenant that places its hope in men, and not God.  Judah’s last human hope was
Egypt, but they were no match for a Holy God.

● MP 3 - A Sure Foundation - Jesus Christ, the Chief Cornerstone, the Precious
foundation.

In Isaiah’s day, when the priest walked into the tabernacle there in the courtyard there was
bronze around him.  You can imagine him looking at the bronze work as he made his way.  And
as he walked into the holy place silver, the wooden pillars covered in silver, the hooks and
curtain rings of silver.

And if he was the High Priest he could enter into the Holy of Holies surrounded by gold, a ton
of gold, 56 and a quarter of a million dollars worth of gold, bright shining gold.

It’s not about the worth of the gold; it is about the glorious presence and the Holiness of God.
The gold, like the wedding ring, signifies the gravity of the relationship.

I close with verse 5 and the hope it portrays for those who follow Almighty God in faith
- “In that day the Lord of hosts will be for a crown of glory (not pride) and a diadem (crown) of
beauty to the remnant of His people,” Be encouraged, brothers and sisters, to God be the
glory for the things He has done!


