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Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly,
Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision,
where I live in the depths, but see Thee in the heights;
hemmed in by mountains of sin, I behold Thy glory.

Let me learn by paradox that the way down is the way up,
that to be low is to be high,
that the broken heart is the healed heart,
that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit,
that the repenting soul is the victorious soul,
that to have nothing is to possess all,
that to bear the cross is to wear the crown,
that to give is to receive,
that the valley is the place of vision.

Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest wells,
and the deeper the wells the brighter Thy stars shine;

Let me find Thy light in my darkness,
Thy life in my death,
Thy joy in my sorrow,
Thy grace in my sin,
Thy riches in my poverty,
Thy glory in my valley.

Some of you will know that is a prayer from “The Valley of Vision,” a collection of
Puritan prayers and devotions included in a book with the same title by Arthur Bennett.

The text before us today, three chapters in length, is shorter than the chunk of
Scripture we sampled last Sunday (Isaiah Chapters 13-20).  Those chapters were filled
with proclamations of judgment God spoke through His prophet Isaiah.  The nations and
cities singled out were Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus (Syria), Ethiopia,
and Egypt.  The list continues in the three chapters before us today (Isaiah Chapters
21-23). Some are nations and some are cities - the nations are Edom and Arabia.
Today’s message is focused on the cities - Babylon, Jerusalem, and Tyre.

Isaiah Chapter 21:
“The burden (or prophecy) against the Wilderness of the Sea.
As whirlwinds in the South pass through



so it comes from the desert, from a terrible land.

2 - A distressing vision is declared to me;
the treacherous dealer deals treacherously,
and the plunderer plunders.
Go up, O Elam!
Besiege, O Media!
All its sighing I have made to cease.

3 - Therefore my loins are filled with pain;
Pangs have taken hold of me, like the pangs of a woman in labor.
I was distressed when I heard it;
I was dismayed when I saw it.

4 - My heart wavered, fearfulness frightened me;
the night for which I longed He turned into fear for me.

5 - Prepare the table,
set a watchman in the tower,
eat and drink.
Arise, you princes,
Anoint the shield!

6 - For thus has the Lord said to me:
“Go, set a watchman,
let him declare what he sees.”

7 - And he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen,
a chariot of donkeys, and a chariot of camels,
and he listened earnestly with great care.

8 - Then he cried, “A lion, my Lord!
I stand continually on the watchtower in the daytime;
I have sat at my post every night.

9 - And look, here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!”
Then he answered and said,
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen!
And all the carved images of her gods
He has broken to the ground.”

10 - Oh, my threshing and the grain of my floor!
That which I have heard from the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel,
I have declared to you.

11 - The burden against Dumah.
He calls to me out of Seir,
“Watchman, what of the night?
Watchman, what of the night?”



12 - The watchman said,
“The morning comes, and also the night.
If you will inquire, inquire;
return!  Come back!”

13 The burden against Arabia.
In the forest in Arabia you will lodge,
O you traveling companies of Dedanites.

14 - O inhabitants of the land of Tema,
bring water to him who is thirsty;
with their bread they met him who fled.

15 - For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword,
from the bent bow, and from the distress of war.

16 For thus the Lord has said to me: “Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, all
the glory of Kedar will fail; 17 and the remainder of the number of archers, the mighty men of the
people of Kedar, will be diminished; for the Lord God of Israel has spoken it.”

This proclamation by Isaiah is more cryptic than in the previous 8 chapters (13-20).
Today’s chapters (21-23) as a whole are more vague than the previous section.
Notice how verse 1 begins, “The burden (or prophecy) against the Wilderness of the Sea.”
Some versions of the Bible have “Desert of the Sea.” Who could that possibly be?

Verse 9 indicates Babylon.  Ray Ortlund, Jr notes, “When Isaiah calls Babylon ‘the
desert of the sea,’ he’s being sarcastic.  A desert can’t sustain human life.  And the sea,
as British poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge put it, is “water, water everwhere, but not a drop
to drink.”  The sea can’t sustain human life either.  “The desert in the sea” is the worst
possible scenario - both dry and wet together, but neither condition conducive to human
life.  In other words, Babylon has nothing to offer us.  Do not trust Babylon.  Do not
admire Babylon.  Do not invest your hopes there.  God has another kingdom for us,
another glory, another salvation.” (Ortlund, 135)

Staying in verse 9, we see a primary reason for Babylon’s fall - Isaiah the watchman
declares, “And look, here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!”  Then he answered
and said, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen!  And all the carved images of her gods He has broken to
the ground.” Babylon’s primary sin was idolatry. Certainly that is the case as we trace
the history of God’s people through the Old Testament historical books and writings of
the prophets.  An idolatrous nation.

● Leviticus 26:1 - “‘You shall not make idols for yourselves; neither a carved image nor a
sacred pillar shall you rear up for yourselves; nor shall you set up an engraved stone in
your land, to bow down to it; for I am the Lord your God.”

● I Kings 21: 25-26:  “But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness
in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. And he behaved very



abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the
Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.”

● Psalm 106:36: “They served their idols, which became a snare to them.”

Idolatry is not merely an Old Testament sin.  It is also a New Testament sin, and
unless we’re most careful and alert, we fall to its influence in our day!

● Colossians 3:5: Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

● I John 5:21: “Little children, keep yourselves from idols…”
● Revelation 9:20-21: But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did

not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of
gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.  And they
did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”

Babylon, the desert by the sea, was judged by God for false religion and idolatry.
What about you friend?  Are you engaging in false worship? True worship is
accomplished by the Holy Spirit and centers upon Christ. What are the idols you serve?

In his book, Counterfeit Gods, Tim Keller offers some reflection.  He says,

"...The true god of your heart is what your thoughts effortlessly go to when there
is nothing else demanding your attention.  What do you enjoy daydreaming
about?  What do you habitually think about to get joy and comfort in the privacy
of your heart?  How do you spend your money?  Our money flows most
effortlessly toward your heart’s greatest love."

Chapter 22 is a proclamation against Jerusalem. This is verse 1, “The burden
against the Valley of Vision…” Remember, Jerusalem is the capital city of Judah, the
people of God.  Jerusalem was the place where divine revelation shone forth.  But look
with me to verses 8-14:

“He removed the protection of Judah.
You looked in that day to the armor of the House of the Forest;
9 - You also I saw the damage to the city of David,
that it was great;
and you gathered together the waters of the lower pool.
10 - You numbered the houses of Jerusalem,
and the houses you broke down
to fortify the wall.
11 - You also made a reservoir between the two walls
for the water of the old pool.
But you did not look to its Maker,
nor did you have respect for Him who fashioned it long ago.
12 - And in that day the Lord God of hosts
called for weeping and for mourning,
for baldness and for girding with sackcloth.



13 - But instead, joy and gladness,
slaying oxen and killing sheep,
eating meat and drinking wine:
“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”

14 - Then it was revealed in my hearing by the Lord of hosts,
“Surely for this iniquity there will be no atonement for you,
even to your death,” says the Lord God of hosts.”

The Valley of Vision.  “A valley is not where (you go) to to get a long view of things.
In fact, it is precisely the opposite; it’s a place where you cannot see.  Perhaps Isaiah is
condemning the people for their lack of vision.  They claim to know God and His ways,
but their behavior makes it appear they do not.  Instead of standing on a mountaintop
where they can see clearly, they are in the bottom of the valley, having lost all
perspective on reality and what it means.” (Oswalt, 261) They are no different than all the
other nations around them who are being judged. Why not Jerusalem?

Judah’s sin was the the failure of the people and leadership to rely upon the Lord.
They relied upon their milita- that’s what is meant by the “armor of the House of the Forest”
in verse 8.  This building was essentially an armory where the weapons were stored.
Verse 11b reveals more of Jerusalem’s lack of trust in God. “But you did not look to its
Maker, nor did you have respect for Him who fashioned it long ago.” Why bother with faith
when you have walls, water, and weapons?  Why look to God when you can look to
your own resources?

None of us is perfect; in fact, we are far from it!  Then consider your life - how do you
manifest a lack of trust in the Lord?  Are you waiting for God to do something without
realizing that God has never left you, nor forsaken you and has been upholding you
during your struggles?  His purpose for you is being worked out day by day as you walk
with Jesus and His people, the Church.

● 2 Corinthians 1:9b: “...we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead,”
● Hebrews 2:13: “I will put My trust in Him.”

You can trust God, dear ones.  He is trustworthy - what He says He will do - He has never
gone back on even one promise.

Finally, as we come to chaper 23, we see God’s case against the city of Tyre.  In
Verse 3, we see she was “a markplace for the nations.” In verse 8, she is called “the
crowning city.” Tyre was the most important city in Phoenicia.  She obtained wealth
through vibrant trade routes and commerce with other nations.  Tyre was a coastal city
on the eastern Mediterranean Sea; her ships are mentioned in verses 1 & 14.



Tyre’s sin was not wealth; it was pride.  Look at verse 9 - “ The Lord of hosts has
purposed it, to bring to dishonor the pride of all glory, to bring into contempt all the honorable of
the earth.” There is no intrinsic connection between wealth and pride, but sadly they all
too often they go hand in hand.  Tyre’s wealth made its merchants princes.  Wealth bred
in them an illusion of self-sufficiency which had made God seem irrelevant.  It would
take his swift and severe judgments to jolt them back to reality.

Wealth and pride were as much a problem in the New Testament as well as the Old.
Consider:

● Mark 10:24: “And the disciples were astonished at His words.  But Jesus answered
again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the
kingdom of God!”

● I Timothy 6:9-10: “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

If God has blessed you with abundant financial resources, He has done so for the
financial betterment of His Church.  No one will take care of the Church, unless the
Church takes care for the Church!  Christian, your financial gifts should influence the
church positively, not negatively.  To withhold financial giving to God’s church can
influence the Church in harmful ways.  Such financial practices are worldly and prideful;
Tyre is just one biblical example.  Certainly, there are enough examples in America -
past and present - of how wealth has influenced politics, as well as commerce.  Be
careful of the pride and selfishness that often accompany wealth.  Give God the glory by
your generous giving.

Let’s wrap this up.  From the time our first parents sinned, we have been bent toward
distrusting God, His Word, and His goodness, choosing instead to disobey God and go
our own way.  Whether we add to or subtract from God's Word, we demonstrate our
lack of trust in God, His Word, and His character.  The only hope is repentance of sin
and surrender to Christ as Savior and Lord.  Believers must also realize, however, our
similar sins of disobedience.  We must depend on the transforming power of the gospel
and the sanctifying work of God's Spirit to empower us to trust God, to submit to His
Word, and to walk in obedience – by His grace and for His glory.



A dog was carrying a bone as he crossed a bridge.  He looked into the water and saw his own
reflection. He took this to be another dog and another bone.  He desperately wanted the other
bone so he dropped the one he had to scare the “other dog.”  Of course there was no other
bone and he lost the one he had into the water.  Such is the nature of human greed.  In the
effort to get what we want, we frequently lose what we have.


