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Isaiah Chapter 27

Sunday, November 13th, 2022

“There is an old tale about a peasant who, while hoeing in his field during the spring thaw,
came across a snake.  He raised his hoe to kill it, but the snake begged for mercy.  ‘I am too
frozen to do you any harm,’ it hissed.  The farmer, full of compassion, picked up the half-dead
serpent and put it into his tunic, against his chest.

As the farmer began to work, the snake got warmer and warmer.  Suddenly, the snake bit the
peasant.  The peasant frantically reached into his tunic and pulled out the snake, throwing it to
the ground.

‘Why?’ asked the man,  ‘I befriended you.  I trusted you.’  ‘True!’ hissed the snake as it
slithered away, ‘but don’t blame me.  You knew I was a snake when you picked me up.’"

I don’t know very many people who like snakes; they’re slimy, scary, and slithery.
They’re certainly not warm and fuzzy!  The cosmic act of treason by our first parents
Adam and Eve in the Garden plunged all of creation into the fall.  Where before the fall,
all creation lived together in harmony, since the fall, all things are broken and not as
they are supposed to be.

Today, we come to the end of the third major section of the Book of Isaiah.  The first
12 chapters made up the first section - “The Lord is the Holy One of Israel.”  Chapters
13-23 were the second section of Isaiah - “The Day of the Lord in All Creation.”
Chapters 24-27 make up the third section - “The Little Apocalypse.”

As chapters 24-27 come to a close, Israel comes back into focus as the nation which
stands at the center of God’s purposes for the world. Why is this important for us to
know? In the close of his New Testament letter to the churches in Galatia, the Apostle
Paul teaches that the Church is the Israel of God, which consists of both believing
Gentiles and believing Jews.  The church is the centerpiece of the Kingdom of God.
And, that church was already being built as long ago as Isaiah’s day.

Isaiah 27:1-13:
“In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong,
will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan that twisted serpent;
and He will slay the reptile that is in the sea.

2 - In that day sing to her,
“A vineyard of red wine!

3 - I, the Lord, keep it,
I water it every moment;
lest any hurt it,
I keep it night and day.
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4 - Fury is not in Me.
Who would set briers and thorns
against Me in battle?
I would go through them,
I would burn them together.

5 - Or let him take hold of My strength,
that he may make peace with Me;
and he shall make peace with Me.”

6 - Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob;
Israel shall blossom and bud,
and fill the face of the world with fruit.

7 - Has He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him?
Or has He been slain according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him?

8 - In measure, by sending it away,
you contended with it.
He removes it by His rough wind
in the day of the east wind.

9 - Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be covered;
and this is all the fruit of taking away his sin:
When he makes all the stones of the altar
like chalkstones that are beaten to dust,
wooden images and incense altars shall not stand.

10 - Yet the fortified city will be desolate,
the habitation forsaken and left like a wilderness;
there the calf will feed, and there it will lie down
and consume its branches.

11 - When its boughs are withered, they will be broken off;
the women come and set them on fire.
For it is a people of no understanding;
therefore He who made them will not have mercy on them,
and He who formed them will show them no favor.

12 - And it shall come to pass in that day
that the Lord will thresh,
from the channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt;
and you will be gathered one by one,
O you children of Israel.

13 - So it shall be in that day:
The great trumpet will be blown;
they will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria,
and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt,
and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.”
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Four times in this chapter, Isaiah records the phrase, “in that day.” Did that jump out to
you as we read it just now? It’s found in each of the first two verses, and again in each
of the last two verses of the chapter.

MP 1 - The Serpent Leviathan (v. 1)
MP 2 - Serenity in the Vineyard (v. 2)
MP 3 - Separating of the Harvest (v. 12)
MP 4 - The Summons to Worship (v. 13)

“The Lord will have His own way; what He wants will happen; His promises will be
kept; His will achieved; His future brought to pass.  This is the message of Isaiah
Chapter 27.” (Motyer, 134). Isaiah sees that taking place in 4 ways:

The Serpent Leviathan is found in the first verse 1 - “In that day the Lord with His severe
sword, great and strong, will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan that twisted
serpent; and He will slay the reptile that is in the sea.” This is Isaiah’s first use of “in that day.”
It refers to the time of God’s final intervention.

Leviathan is mentioned in two additional Old Testament books - Job (3:8; 41:1) and
Psalms 74:14 and 104:26.  In some of these passages it may signify Leviathan is a real
animal, such as a crocodile.  In other places, it take the place of a serpent or sea
monster.

To that end, a serpent is present in the Bible’s first book (Genesis) and last book
(Revelation).  In Genesis Chapter 3, the serpent appears in the Garden of Eden to aid in
Adam and Eve’s sinning against God.  He tempted them to doubt God’s provision, and
they ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, there by bringing
God’s judgment upon themselves and their posterity.

In Revelation Chapter 12, the serpent appeared as a dragon. “And another sign
appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and
seven diadems on his heads. His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth.” In Chapter 13 of Revelation, the dragon gives his authority to the beast - “So they
worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying,
“Who is like the beast?  Who is able to make war with him?” The dragon was defeated by
Jesus.  Here’s how the Apostle John puts it in Revelation Chapter 20:  “Then I saw an
angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his
hand.  He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were
finished.”

‘Leviathan’ symbolizes the monster of moral chaos that has raged in our world since
the fall of Adam.  The evil symolized as the serpent was worse than human.  It was
demonic.  Isaiah borrows a mythological image from the ancient world to describe it.

When we think of Leviathan we may also think of Satan. Here’s our first
application:  We must have a spiritual perceptivity to see through the disguises and
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deceptions of the evil one so that we might flee from him and avoid being outwitted by
his schemes.  This is just one of many reasons that we must yoke ourselves to a local
church body and meet with her in person regularly.  We are vulnerable if we think we
can survive otherwise.  There is no such thing as a lone-ranger Christian.

From the Serpent Leviathan of verse 1, we move into verses 2 and 3, Serenity in
the Vineyard. “In that day sing to her, ‘a vineyard of red wine!’  I, the Lord, keep it, I water it
every moment; lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day.” “(The word) “vineyard” reflects the
metaphor of Isaiah Chapter 5, where the vineyard refers to the chosen people of Israel.
There the vineyard brought forth wild grapes.  God took away its hedge and burned it.
He broke down the wall and and trampled it down.  It lay in waste.  It was not pruned.
And God commanded that no rain would fall upon it.

“Here we have the opposite picture from the one we saw back in Isaiah Chapter 5.
There God called in the wild animals to destroy the vineyard of bitter grapes, His nation.
He tore down the walls and left it to ‘briers and thorns’ (here verse 4).  Now we see the
‘vineyard’ from the other side.  God says He is “not angry” and He wishes that there were
“briars and thorns” (verse 6) for Him to contend with, so that He could chop them down
and burn them.” (Oswalt, 310)

Notably, peace is an outcome here in chapter 27 even as it was with last chapter -
here’s verse 5 of today’s chapter (Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make
peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.” You’ll recall we studied this last Sunday
- “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.
Trust in the Lord forever, for in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4) Here’s a
second application of today’s text: God welcomes all who are reconciled to Him.  To
be reconciled to God means we are also reconciled with others we’ve offended or hurt,
and forgiven those who’ve hurt us.

A childhood accident caused poet Elizabeth Barrett to lead a life of semi-invalidism before she
married Robert Browning in 1846.  There's more to the story.  In her youth, Elizabeth had been
watched over by her tyrannical father.  When she and Robert were married, their wedding was
held in secret because of her father's disapproval.  After the wedding the Brownings sailed for
Italy, where they lived for the rest of their lives.  But even though her parents had disowned her,
Elizabeth never gave up on the relationship.  Almost weekly she wrote them letters.  Not once
did they reply.

After 10 years, she received a large box in the mail.  Inside, Elizabeth found all of her letters;
not one had been opened!  Today those letters are among the most beautiful in classical English
literature.  Had her parents only read a few of them, their relationship with Elizabeth might have
been restored.

Having looked at Leviathan and the vineyard, let’s now move to verse 12 and the
separating of the harvest.  “And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will thresh,
from the channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered one by one,
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O you children of Israel.” “The River” here refers to the Euphrates River to the north and
east, and the Brook of Egypt to the south.  Thus defining the land God promised to
Abram.

This is the first of two images Isaiah uses in the last two verses of Isaiah Chapter 27.
The first, as we’ve just seen, is agricultural.  To thresh is to harvest the crop - separating
grain (by flailing the stalks) or olives (by beating the branches).  When the threshing
(judgment) is over, the precious grains will be gathered up one by one.  There is great
tenderness here, and strong reassurance.  The grain will not be destroyed with the
chaff.  Not a single one of those who have relied on the LORD will ultimately be lost.

In the Gospel According to Matthew, we find Jesus teaching the multitudes who had
come to hear Him preach.  Perhaps this portion of Isaiah was on His mind as He did so.
The Parable of Wheat and Tares - Matthew 13:24-30 (NLT) “...The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a farmer who planted good seed in his field. But that night as the workers slept, his enemy
came and planted weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. When the crop began to grow
and produce grain, the weeds also grew. The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the
field where you planted that good seed is full of weeds!  Where did they come from?’  “‘An
enemy has done this!’ the farmer exclaimed.  “‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked.

“‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do.  Let both grow together until the harvest.
Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and burn them, and to
put the wheat in the barn.’”

The second image in these last two verses of Isaiah - worship - is found in Isaiah
27:13 and it make up our fourth main point. The Summons to Worship:  “So it shall be
in that day:  The great trumpet will be blown; they will come, who are about to perish in the land
of Assyria, and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy
mount at Jerusalem.”

Notice the “great trumpet.”  Trumpets were used in Isaiah’s day to convene a religious
assembly.

For instance, we go to Leviticus Chapter 25 and we find instruction on the year of
Jubilee.  Jubilee was launched with the blowing of the trumpet.  Every 50 years the
Jubilee was a yearlong celebration of rest and release and homecoming.  The Jubilee
was an Old Testament way of saying, “The liberty by which Christ has made us free”
(Galatians 5:1). The trumpet of the gospel calls us back to God, and the freedom of
worship will be our focus in our eternal home.

Trumpets will also be featured in Jesus’ return to earth.  Earlier in this service, we
sang “One Day He’s Coming.”  This is the last stanza:

“One day the trumpet will sound for His coming,
One day the skies with His glories will shine;
Wonderful day, my beloved ones bringing;

Glorious Savior, this Jesus is mine!”
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These are Jesus’ words as we find them in Matthew 24:30-31: “Then the sign of the Son
of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”

The Apostle Paul wrote these familiar words to the Church of the Thessalonians in his
first letter. I Thessalonians 4:16 - “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will
rise first.”

In a few moments, we’ll sing another hymn about Jesus’ Second Coming.  “Lo! He
Comes with Clouds Descending” was a poem written by Charles Wesley in 1758.   One
verse is often left out of many hymnals.  It goes like this:

“Every island, sea, and mountain,
Heav’n and earth, shall flee away;

All who hate Him must, confounded,
Hear the trump proclaim the day:

Come to judgment! Come to judgment!
Come to judgment! Come away!”

Verse 13’s focus is upon the people who return to Mount Zion and worship Him in
spirit and in truth.  Those climbing the mountain to worship God didn’t have the easiest
path to get there. Would you be willing to climb any mountain to worship God?  Or be
helped to do it?  Would you sail across the stormy sea to worship God? Or would you
merely settle for watching it on a video telecast?

MP 1 - The Serpent Leviathan
MP 2 - Serenity in the Vineyard
MP 3 - Separating of the Harvest
MP 4 - The Summons to Worship

Worship is an exhilarating experience.  Preparing for Lord’s Day worship takes up
much of my time in order to lead worship and preach God’s Word.  We don’t need
smoke machines, more lights, dramatic presentations, louder music, mystical theology
or entertaining speakers to make worship exciting.  No matter what your week looks
like, Sunday worship is the highlight.  It’s the most important thing you’ll ever do.
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