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Ukraine; Pakistan; Puerto Rico - all have been in the news recently.  As for Ukraine, it has
been in the news since the Russian military invaded 7 months ago.  News has focused on a
Ukrainian counteroffensive that chased Russian soldiers back from more than 3,100 square
miles of Ukraine.  Such a turn around has compelled Russian leadership to initiate a call-up of
some 300,000 reserve forces.

Vast swaths of Pakistan are under green, putrid water.  Devastating floods have inundated
hundreds of villages.  In Sindh Province in the south, the floodwater has transformed what was
once farmland into two large lakes that have engulfed entire villages and turned others into
fragile islands.  The flooding is the worst to hit the country in recent history, according to
Pakistani officials. They warn that it may take three to six months for the floodwaters to recede.

So far, 1,500 people have died — nearly half of whom are children — and more than 33
million have been displaced from their homes by the floods.

This past week, Puerto Rico was slammed by another major hurricane (Fiona) just five years
after Hurricane Maria devastated the island.  Fiona left 30 inches of rain in places; nearly 1
million are still without electrical power (one third of the population); hundreds of thousands of
people are without water.

Assessing countries in crisis reminds us that no nation is exempt from hardships and
struggles.  Each nation’s existence and survival are not determined by chance, fate,
coincidence, or lifeless stone idols.  All nations of the world are answerable to the
Creator of this planet and all the heavens.  He is God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And that God is not a local deity, nor a tribal god, and not an American pet.  He is the
King of Nations!  The fates and fortunes of the nations are in His hands alone.  He will
have the final word, and He will vindicate the faith of His people.

That is the main idea for today’s message which is based upon the Old Testament
scriptures, specifically Isaiah Chapters 13 through 20.  We’re going to peer into some of
these 8 chapters, but not in minute detail.  Then, next Sunday, we’ll study high points of
Isaiah Chapters 21-23, Lord willing.

“With the 13th chapter of Isaiah we are plunged into the midst of nations.  Just as in
Jeremiah and in Ezekiel the prophecies of the foreign nations are grouped together, so
also in Isaiah.  This section, therefore, may be compared with Jeremiah chapters 46-51
and Ezekiel chapters 25-32.  (Isaiah) speaks concerning the judgments of God against



Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus (Syria), Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, Arabia,
Jerusalem, and Tyre, and then concludes the prophecies with a description of judgment
of the world…” (Young, 409) The downfall of these nations is not listed chronologically,
but they follow a roughly geographical pattern of beginning in the east and north, and
continuing west and south.

Isaiah 13:1, 17-22:
1 - “The burden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.

17 - “Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them,
who will not regard silver;
and as for gold, they will not delight in it.

18 - Also their bows will dash the young men to pieces,
and they will have no pity on the fruit of the womb;
their eye will not spare children.

19 - And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride,
will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

20 - It will never be inhabited,
nor will it be settled from generation to generation;
nor will the Arabian pitch tents there,
nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there.

21 - But wild beasts of the desert will lie there,
and their houses will be full of owls;
ostriches will dwell there,
and wild goats will caper (skip or dance) there.

22 - The hyenas will howl in their citadels,
and jackals in their pleasant palaces.
Her time is near to come,
and her days will not be prolonged.”

Babylon was no newcomer to the world stage.  It had a history reaching right back to
the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). You remember the tower of Babel - it was a time
when all the people of the world spoke the same language.  They decided they would
build a tower that reached into the heavens.  But the Lord came down to look at the
tower they were building.  He confused the people with different languages, so they
wouldn’t be able to understand each other.  The Lord scattered them all over the world,



and they stopped building the city.  That is why the city was called Babel, because that
is where the Lord confused the people with different languages.  Babel is Babylon.

Babylon was the rising super power of Isaiah’s day.  It represented human attempts to
unite the world by power.  Babylon fell in 539 BC because it defied God, reminding
everyone that history is not shaped by superpowers but by the Lord.

So it goes for nations in our day.  No nation on earth is innocent or purely benevolent.  We
defy God when we resist what His Word, the Bible, teaches.  The Bible tells us what marriage is
- the lifelong union of a man and a woman; and that union illustrates the relationship of Jesus
Christ the Head with the Church, His body.  To change the script is to degrade it.  To add to or
take away from God’s Word is to invite His curse! Do we as a nation see the danger
approaching?

Let’s now spend a moment with Assyria and her destruction.  Assyria was the reigning
super power of that day.  It was a ferocious nation.  “In its size, its arrogance, and its
oppressive imperialism (Assyria)  was the manifestation of the spirit of Babel in the 8th
century BC.” (Webb, 84) Yet, it would be crushed in one night by one angel.  This is
Isaiah 37:36 “...the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one
hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the
corpses—all dead.” That was approximately 609 BC.

Let’s explore some general truths that are present in these chapters.  I’ve been helped
by the writings on Isaiah, especially of Raymond Ortlund, Jr. and Alec Motyer.

1 - God is opposed to the proud. Isaiah 16:6 - “We have heard of the pride of Moab—
He is very proud — Of his haughtiness (arrogance) and his pride and his wrath; but his lies (idle
boasting) shall not be so.”

“In verses 1-5 of Isaiah Chapter 16, Isaiah envisions Moab coming under attack.  Moab
is being ravaged.  The people are running for their lives.  They beg Judah to open the
border and let them in.  But there is a problem.  Judah is the throne of the Davidic
Messiah.  And Moab refuses to help on those terms.  They would rather take their
chances than submit to the throne of the Messiah.  They would have to humble
themselves to enter in, and that’s too high a price to pay.” (Ortlund, 128)

Pride was also in the heart of the king of Assyria.  He is the one addressed in Isaiah
14:13a and 14b - “ For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God…I will be like the Most High.’” Some interpreters refer this to
Satan.  And pride is a devilishway of thinking.  But Isaiah is talking about the mentality
of the elite of Assyria.” (Ortlund, 128)



Alec Motyer applies this principle when he writes, “Pride is a killer.  Faith and pride
cannot co-habit, and pride puts on many guises.  There is denominational pride which
says we have the right way to run a church; our doctrines are the essence of orthodoxy.
Nothing will close a church faster.  There is domestic pride - look at our children how
they are walking with God, unlike some we could mention! And there is the dreaded
personal pride, the “I can cope syndrome: ‘I’ve got to work through this myself; I can
handle it.’  Pride is the ultimate expression of salvation by works; it is practical atheism.
It shows its ugly head any day we omit Bible reading; it is leering over our shoulders
when we can’t find time for prayer - and, oh yes, when we neglect to gather round us
the strength of fellowship or when our places are empty at the Lord’s Table. (Motyer, 93)

2 - Our God Reigns - Isaiah 14:24-27:

24 - The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying,
“Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass,
and as I have purposed, so it shall stand:

25 - That I will break the Assyrian in My land,
and on My mountains tread him underfoot.
Then his yoke shall be removed from them,
and his burden removed from their shoulders.

26 - This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth,
and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.

27 - For the Lord of hosts has purposed,
and who will annul it?
His hand is stretched out,
and who will turn it back?”

Interpreting the stars or reading horoscopes don’t determine our ultimate direction.
Letting the events of life - to include life itself - occur at their whim is not responsible
stewardship, nor is it scriptural wisdom.  God has a purpose for this world.  These
verses from Isaiah Chapter 14 reveal the purposes of God is the very hand of God at
work.

His final purpose is not judgment but graciously inclusive salvation. Isaiah 19:25
teaches us, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My
inheritance.” Egypt and Assyria were at one time bitter enemies to Judah, and as such,
were enemies of God.  They abused His people, they worshipped other gods, and they
exalted themselves instead of submitting to His authority.  And, yet, God showed them



mercy.  He promised not to wipe out the entire nation.  And He did not.  The people who
remained turned to Him.  And Egypt eventually became a nation that worshipped the
God of Judah!  Our God reigns!

3 - Look to Him.

It seems most people today first look to anything other than God to get through the
challenges of this life in a fallen world.

1 - They look to government to provide for everything they could possibly need.

The late President Reagan once said, “The top 9 most terrifying words in the English
language are ‘I’m from the government and I’m here to help.’”

2 - They look to science to explain God’s creation, but many in science aren’t
believers in Jesus Christ, so their help is often secular, not Christian at all.

3 - They look to themselves to interpret life on earth.  We live in a world that
prizes the “self-made individual.” Trust in yourself. Believe in yourself.  Do it yourself.

There are other things we tend to look to instead of God.  But, God created us to be
dependent upon Him; look to Him first and last and everything in between.

Isaiah 17:7-8 speaks to this situation:

7 -  “In that day a man will look to his Maker,
and his eyes will have respect for the Holy One of Israel.

8 - He will not look to the altars,
the work of his hands;
He will not respect what his fingers have made,
nor the wooden images nor the incense altars.”

As we bring this message to a close, we must understand that God is calling each of
us to look away from the little world that we have made to the One who made us.  God
is calling us to stop putting our hope in what we can do and start putting our hope in the
divine Doer.

Regard him with desire and glad expectation, and you will discover that God is enough.
Reject everything incompatible with Him - the idolatrous altars of your heart.  If you will
suffer the loss of all things to gain Christ, He will make you too happy to care. That is
faith, and God is calling you to live by that faith.  No matter what you lose to gain Christ,
don’t worry about it.  He’s worth everything - He is truly the King of Nations!


