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“It is a dark time for the Rebellion.  Although the Death Star has been destroyed, Imperial
troops have driven the Rebel forces from their hidden base and pursued them across the
galaxy.

Evading the dreaded Imperial Starfleet, a group of freedom fighters led by Luke Skywalker
has established a new secret base on the remote ice world of Hoth.

The evil lord Darth Vader, obsessed with finding young Skywalker, has dispatched thousands
of remote probes into the far reaches of space….”

So begins “The Empire Strikes Back.”  Released on May 21st, 1980, “The Empire Strikes
Back” is also known as Star Wars: Part 5,  the second movie of the original Star Wars trilogy.
The film has proved to be the most popular in the series among fans and critics, and is now
widely regarded as one of the best sequel films of all time, as well as one of the greatest films of
all time according to starwars.fandom.com

‘Star Wars’ portrays the classic battle between the forces of good and the forces of evil; the
dark side and the light.  The Rebellion in Star Wars are the “good guys” while the Imperial
Empire aka “the Sith” are the “bad guys.”

Such a phenomenon existed much earlier than Star Wars time.  About the years
734-732 BC in the Middle East, concerning the divided kingdom of Judah and Israel and
the aggressor nation of Assyria.  With this study, we’re at the 9th chapter of the OT book
of Isaiah.  This chapter includes what is perhaps the most well-known passage in
Isaiah; a passage that was first proclaimed some 8 centuries before it took place.

God often chooses to do things through the most unlikely means. That way
everyone knows that there is a God, and He will not be confined to the boxes with which
we try to hem Him in.  There are two parts to this message - verses 1-7 make up the
first part, and verses 8 through the 4th verse of Chapter 10 make up the second part.

Part 1 - 4 Names of the Holy Child (vs 1-7);
Part 2 - 4 Stages of a Prophecy for Israel (vs 8-10:4).

Isaiah 9:1-7:
“Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He lightly

esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more heavily oppressed
her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 - The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,
upon them a light has shined.

3 - You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You cccording to
the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 - For You have broken the yoke
of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 5 -



For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and garments rolled in blood, will be used for
burning and fuel]of fire.

6 - For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7 - Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice
from that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”

As Chapter 9 opens, Isaiah begins with a brief promise of a turn-around, “Nevertheless
the gloom (also mentioned in the last verse of Chapter 8:22), will not be upon her who is
distressed.” Verse 2 continues the thought, “The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.”

Isaiah directs his proclamation at Israel, the northern kingdom, and her capital city,
Samaria.  Then verse 1 mentions the “land of Zebulun and … Naphtali.” Those two tribal
lands lie to the far north in Israel and are the first stop for any invader coming in from
the north.  There’s more…

Verse 8 reveals “the LORD sent a word against Jacob that has fallen on Israel.” Verse 9
addresses another tribal land (Ephraim), which lies just north of Benjamin, a tribal area
within the southern kingdom, Judah.  The tribal land of Mannasseh, mentioned in verse
21, lies to the north of Ephraim.

Israel was invaded by Assyria three different times - 733, 732, and 725BC - eventually
being overrun by Assyria in 722 BC after a three year siege.

Importantly, in the New Testament, Matthew refers to verses 1 & 2 of Isaiah Chapter 9
(Matthew 4:15 & 16):  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” Jesus, the Light of
the World, fulfills this prophecy - His ministry was thus inaugurated!

In 1959, a New Zealander named Desmond Oatridge, and his Australian wife, Jennifer, began
Bible translation work among the Binumariens of New Guinea.  This tribe had been ravaged by
disease and attacks in the 1930s and now, almost 30 years later, they numbered only 150.

Nine years later, the Oatridges had their translation of the Gospel According to Mark ready.  It
was the first book of Scripture the Binumariens had seen in their own language.  The printed
gospels arrived, and they held a ceremony to celebrate the occasion.

A Binumarien blindfolded with a black cloth headed a long line of literates proceeding through
the village square to the place where Desmond was reading the translated gospel.  Upon
arriving, the man removed the blindfold, symbolizing that since the Scriptures had come his
people were no longer in darkness but could see the way.  Light shines in the darkness! (Davis,
61)

Verses 6 and 7 are the heart of this first point.  One of today’s hymns and the Prelude
feature lyrics based on these verses.  They reveal Four Names of the Holy Child:



“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7 - Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice
from that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”

The names of the Wonder Child are found in verse 6:

1 - Wonderful Counselor;
2 - Mighty God;
3 - Everlasting Father;
4 - Prince of Peace.

It’s important to note in the NKJV, the version of Scripture which I use to preach from
this pulpit, has a comma after “Wonderful” and before “Counselor.” That presumes there
are actually 5 names of the Holy Child not 4.  Two things contradict that presumption,
however.

● The Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic languages from which our English versions of
the Bible come, do not have punctuation.  That means the original manuscripts
from which these words of Scripture are translated do not include punctuation
marks.  To assert there are 5 names of the Holy Child here instead of 4 due to a
translator’s comma is akin to building a doctrine on something extrabiblical.

● Since the other names included here in verse 6 each consist of two words, it is
probably best to combine “Wonderful Counselor” into a single title.

Let’s look at the 4 names of the Messiah, the Holy Child, a bit more closely:

● Wonderful Counselor. The Messiah is supernatural in wisdom.  Dale Davis
notes, “The ‘wonder’ element implies deity - it is really equivalent to
‘supernatural.’ (Davis, 67) In Isaiah 28:29 we read this of the Wonderful Counselor:
“This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in
guidance.”

● Mighty (Warrior) God. The Messiah is victorious in power; He has the power to
execute His wise plans.  The same phrase is used in Isaiah 10:21, “The remnant
will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God.”

● Everlasting Father. Or “Father of eternity” or “Father for all time.”  The Messiah
is ever fatherly in care.  This speaks of the tenderness He possesses to care for
us in all of our circumstances.

● Prince of Peace. The Messiah is the Prince administrator of total wellbeing
which the Bible calls peace.  Isaiah is not here speaking of an inner peace, but
peace in a world of oppression, war, and combat.



God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ, is the only One who incorporates all these names and
what they convey. “Government” is mentioned in both verse 6 and verse 7 - “the
government shall be upon His shoulder” (v 6) and “of the increase of government and
peace there will be no end.” (v 7).  This is true because He is in control of all things: He is
the true Head of all legitimate government.

Has the Child-King, Jesus Christ, taken over the government of your life? If He has,
we can know the benefits that God is with Us, Emmanuel.  We cannot have the light,
the honor, the joy, or the abundance that He offers in any other way.

From the Holy Child with 4 names, we transition into the 4 stages of a prophecy
for Israel (read verse 8 through Chapter 10: 1-4):

“8 - The Lord sent a word against Jacob,
And it has fallen on Israel.
9 - All the people will know—
Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria—
who say in pride and arrogance of heart:
10 - ‘The bricks have fallen down,
but we will rebuild with hewn stones;
The sycamores are cut down,
but we will replace them with cedars.’
11 - Therefore the Lord shall set up
the adversaries of Rezin against him,
and spur his enemies on,
12 - The Syrians before and the Philistines behind;
and they shall devour Israel with an open mouth.
for all this His anger is not turned away,
but His hand is stretched out still.

13 - For the people do not turn to Him who strikes them,
nor do they seek the Lord of hosts.
14 - Therefore the Lord will cut off head and tail from Israel,
palm branch and bulrush in one day.
15 - The elder and honorable, he is the head;
the prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail.
16 - For the leaders of this people cause them to err,
and those who are led by them are destroyed.
17 Therefore the Lord will have no joy in their young men,
nor have mercy on their fatherless and widows;
for everyone is a hypocrite and an evildoer,
And every mouth speaks folly.
for all this His anger is not turned away,
but His hand is stretched out still.

18 - For wickedness burns as the fire;
it shall devour the briers and thorns,
and kindle in the thickets of the forest;
they shall mount up like rising smoke.
19 - Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts



the land is burned up,
and the people shall be as fuel for the fire;
no man shall spare his brother.
20 And he shall snatch on the right hand
and be hungry;
He shall devour on the left hand
and not be satisfied;
every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm.
21 - Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh;
together they shall be against Judah.
For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His hand is stretched out still.
—---------------------------------
10:1 - “Woe to those who decree unrighteous decrees,
who write misfortune,
which they have prescribed
2 - To rob the needy of justice,
and to take what is right from the poor of My people,
that widows may be their prey,
and that they may rob the fatherless.
3 - What will you do in the day of punishment,
and in the desolation which will come from afar?
to whom will you flee for help?
and where will you leave your glory?
4 - Without Me they shall bow down among the prisoners,
and they shall fall among the slain.”
for all this His anger is not turned away,
but His hand is stretched out still.”

This “poem” has four stanzas, each of which closes with the refrain, “for all this His
anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.” You’ll find that refrain in
verses 12, 17, 21, and 10:4.  This is repeated as such to remind Israel that it is not
Assyria’s anger but God’s anger that must be dealt with.  Even so, God issues four
charges against His people, Israel in the remainder of Isaiah Chapter 9 and first 4
verses of Chapter 10.

The first stanza is verses 8-12.  The charge is irrational arrogance on the part of
the people of Israel. “Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria—who say in pride and
arrogance of heart:  ‘The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with hewn stones;
The sycamores are cut down, but we will replace them with cedars.” Would the Israelites
accept and live by the word of the Lord? Instead of humble submission to their
covenant Lord, the Israelites attempted to exalt themselves.  The result was God
humiliating them.

The second stanza is verses 13-17.  The second charge is perverted or bad
leadership.  It was a time of political collapse.  The “bricks have fallen,” now the leaders
fall.  The consequences of rejecting the Lord’s word unfold.  Commentator John
OswaIt notes, “It does not matter who these leaders are, whether they are social,
political or spiritual; they will all be swept away.” (Oswalt, 166)



The third stanza is verses 18-21.  The third charge is the lack of brotherly love.  It
reveals itself in legal divisions and civil strife.  The people of Israel are set against one
another and consume one another.  Intertribal conflicts were happening, as the battle
between Manasseh and Ephraim testified in this section of verses.

The fourth stanza is verses 10:1-4.  Oppression. International Injustice.  A time of
social anarchy.  Blatant misrule. The willful making of decrees in the interest of class
division and personal advantage prevailed.  This stanza describes the social injustice
that is inescapable in a society where everyone is looking out for himself or herself
alone.

Applications:

1 - The Holy Child of Isaiah 9:6, described 4 times in titles only befitting of God, should
cause us to consider our treatment of children.  We certainly shouldn’t neglect children
or let them take their own paths, but instead we should enjoy, love, and cherish them.
Believing Christian parents, we should seek to have God’s New Testament covenant
sign applied to our infant children, as their engagement to be the Lord’s.  Jan and I look
forward to witnessing that sacrament later this fall for our grandchild, Georgia.

On the other hand, we shouldn’t deify our children, elevating them above all else and
never correcting their errant behavior.  Children must be corrected in order to learn what
it is to be godly and a vital part of God’s Church.  Far too many parents let their kids
make important life decisions without giving them any adult input.  I’ve heard parents
say when their children got to junior high or senior high age, that was the appropriate
time for the young people to decide whether they’d attend worship!  If your children are
keeping you from attending and participating in worship, then you are missing out on a
wonderful opportunity to show them what is truly important - family at the expense of
worshipping God, or worshipping God and His commandments first and foremost..

And there exists a troubling number of parents who don’t believe they should correct
or discipline their children in any way. I wonder if they knew such thinking flies in the
face of sacred Scripture?

● Proverbs 23:13-14 - “Do not withhold correction from a child, for if you beat him with a
rod, he will not die.  You shall beat him with a rod, and deliver his soul from hell.” The
Message doesn’t tone it down - “Don’t be afraid to correct your young ones; a spanking
won’t kill them.  A good spanking, in fact, might save them from something worse than
death.”

● Proverbs 13:24 - “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him
disciplines him promptly.” The Message puts it this way - “A refusal to correct is a
refusal to love; love your children by disciplining them.”

Now, we are not to conclude that the Bible condones child abuse!  I’m not saying that
at all (so don’t send me nasty emails).  The Bible does not in any way advocate beating,
slapping, or kicking children, or punishing them for making mistakes or not being able to
control some of their passions/functions, or making messes.  Our young children will



make mistakes and messes, and the little things that upset parents must never be
responded to with harsh, anger-filled corporal punishment.  We must teach our children
what the proper boundaries are for their behavior, and when those standards are not
met, then they will know that a firm spank follows, even as the spanking is tempered by
the loving embrace of the child’s parent.

I surely didn’t succeed at being a parent all of the time, and sometimes I failed
miserably.  The same is true of you I’m sure; our kids and grandkids don’t come with
operator’s manuals.  But, God has much to say about children in His Word.

“It is fascinating to contemplate that the outworking of God’s purposes in history
through the whole of chapters 7-9 is associated with the birth of children.  Truly His
strength is made perfect in weakness!” (Webb, 69)


