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This date - September 18th - in the year 1994 was a joyous occasion for the young
congregation called Trinity Presbyterian Church.  On that day - 28 years ago today - this
congregation was received into the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and the Presbytery
of Northern Illinois.  The process to get to that point began with the congregation leaving its
former church 13 months before and worshipping as a new body in another facility beginning
August 29th, 1993.

From that time until September 2013, we experienced a doubling of worship attenders,
creating the need for a larger church builiding which was completed in late 2014, leading to an
initial service of worship in this location on January 4th, 2015.

It has been an up and down ride along the way, as it is for every church.  New members
continue to be welcomed, new disciples made here, and those moving away from the area or
graduating to glory upon the end of their earthly journeys.  We’ve shed buckets of sorrowful
tears upon the physical deaths of beloved saints.  We’ve also cried joyful tears on the occasion
of new life and baptisms.  We’ve participated in weddings here, and we’ve bid farewell to dear
ones through funerals here.

Ultimately, we realize this building houses a portion of God’s precious worldwide church, and
that is the true jewel in the crown of Trinity Church’s existence - the weekly gathering and
perfecting of Jesus’ body through worship, fellowship, service, and outreach.

The sermon text before us today is the 12th Chapter of Isaiah, just 6 verses in length.
The chapter brings to a close the first major section of the Book of Isaiah, the Lord is
the Holy One of Israel. May I say FINALLY some GOOD news!? The theme of this
chapter is salvation, and the result is joy; as such it is upbeat, positive, and
praiseworthy.  The chapter has been called “The Hymn of the Redeemed” (NGSB,
Characteristics & Themes, 1021).  For sure, the Lord’s redeemed have much to rejoice in!

Isaiah 12:1-6:
“And in that day you will say:
‘O Lord, I will praise You;
though You were angry with me,
Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me.

2 - Behold, God is my salvation,
I will trust and not be afraid;
‘For Yah, the Lord, is my strength and song;
He also has become my salvation.’



3 - Therefore with joy you will draw water
From the wells of salvation.

4 - And in that day you will say:
“Praise the Lord, call upon His name;
declare His deeds among the peoples,
make mention that His name is exalted.

5 - Sing to the Lord,
for He has done excellent things;
this is known in all the earth.

6 - Cry out and shout, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst!”

Notice verses 1 and 4 begin the same way - “And in that day you will say:” They are the
opening words of two different songs of praise in this chapter, with each of the songs 3
verses in length.

The words, ”in that day,” should call to mind the same phrase in Chapter 11, verses 10
and 11, alerting us that Chapter 12 celebrates the final establishment of Messiah’s
kingdom that Chapter 11 describes.

The next thing verse 1 teaches is of the praise of God’s remanant, His elect ones,
who praise Him because He has removed His anger against them.  Here is that verse
again, “O Lord, I will praise You; though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away,
and You comfort me.”

That begs the question, Who is God angry with? Is He mad at believers in Christ - His
children by faith in Jesus? The short answer is”‘No”’ No, God is not mad at believers in
Christ.  God is not angry with you, Christian, if you belong to Jesus.  God is not mad at
you; He’s mad about you!

Occasionally over the last 21 years, you’ve sometimes heard me quote PCA pastor
and Bible teacher Steve Brown.  His ministry is “Key Life.”  He often says, "God isn't
angry at you.”  One time, when asked about that, he said, "When I say that God isn’t
mad at you, you have to remember that I am saying that to those whom God has saved.
If you are an unbeliever, then God is very clear - you are at enmity with Him and that is
a very dangerous place to be.  But if you belong to Him He will never be angry at you
again.  And when I say angry I am referring to punitive, condemning anger - all of that
was poured out on His Son at the cross."
(www.puritanboard.com/threads/in-defense-of-steve-brown.



Just as clear is the Bible’s teaching about Who God IS angry with. Psalm 7:11, “God is
a just judge, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” We may disappoint God because
of our maddening attraction to the bent of our sin, but we can never fall out of favor with
God.  He does not turn away those to whom He has given salvation.  And He will never
turn His back upon those whom He has given to Jesus.

Verse 2 identifies what God is to the Christian.  He is our salvation, our strength, and
our song.

● As our Salvation, God is our Deliverer, our Redeemer our Savior; (2 Samuel 22,
Psalm 19, Isaiah 60)

● As our Strength, God is our Rock, our Fortress, our Stronghold; (Psalm 18)
● As our Song, God is our Triumph, our Praise, our Warrior; (Exodus 15)

Tucked in the middle of this in verse 2, we see our response to God removing our
anger and saving us from our sin is to trust in, and not fear, Him.  God delights to do
things no one could possibly expect.  Consider - I’ve shared this illustration with you
before, but it’s just that good!

French Military Commander Andre Massena, one of Napoleon’s generals, suddenly appeared
with eighteen thousand men before an Austrian town which had no means of defense.  The
town council had nearly decided to surrender to Massena when the old dean of the church
reminded them that it was Easter and begged them to hold services as usual and to leave the
trouble in God's hands.

This they did; and the French hearing the church bells ringing joyfully concluded that an
Austrian army had come to relieve the place and quickly broke camp.  Before the bells ceased
ringing, all the Frenchmen had vanished.

The incident has often been duplicated in individual lives.  They have rung the joy bells in the
face of pain, and sickness, and poverty, and fear, and loneliness, and all other trials.  Then the
joy bells have conquered.  Speedily, the foe has slunk away.  Speedily, the bell ringers have
found themselves in possession of the field.  For no enemy is quite so strong as faith
accompanied with good cheer.

Verses 4-6 share additional appropriate responses to God’s salvific (saving) work on
our behalf - “Praise the Lord, call upon His name; declare His deeds among the peoples, make
mention that His name is exalted.  Sing to the Lord, cry out and shout,”

One way we can do all of these things is by singing, lifting our voices in song.

That takes us into considering possible applications of this text in our daily
lives.



1 - Declare, Make mention, Sing, Cry out and Shout what God has done!
Protestant Reformer Martin Luther has written, “The good news of Christ’s deliverance
tunes the heart to sing.” (Cruse, What Happens When We Worship, 149) I’m indebted to
Presbyterian pastor and author Jonathan Landry Cruse and his book, What Happens
When We Worship for some of these thoughts.

Not everyone likes to sing, play a musical instrument, or listen to music.  It may not be
your favorite pastime; you may think your voice is thin, croaky, or strained.  But, dear
one, you can be taught to enjoy music.  God’s people are commanded to sing.  “God
has created the Church to be a society of song.” (Cruse, 150)

What, specifically, are we to sing? In at least 7 places (Psalm 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1;
144:9; 149:1; and Isaiah 42:10), Scripture commands God’s people to sing a new song.
One of them, Psalm 33:3, ties singing and joy - “Sing to (the Lord) a new song; play skillfully
with a shout of joy.”

“A new song is a hymn of victory sung after God has made all things new by His
defeat of the forces of evil.” “It is the victory of the empty tomb that informs and inspires
all our songs.” (Cruse, 151) “Singing is the overflow of the soul.” (Cruse, 152) “Are you in
love with the Lord Jesus Christ?  Then you will sing.” (Cruse, 157) “Christ is the content of
our song.” (Cruse, 153)

Cruse writes, “...while it is good and right to sing praise to the Lord at all times, it is
especially necessary that we sing when we are gathered with the saints. Psalm 149:1
reminds us that the main venue for godly praise is not in the shower or in the car or in
our prayer closet, but in the church:

“Praise the Lord!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
And His praise in the assembly of saints.”

“We sing because we cannot be silent.” (Crosby, Redeemed!) “Joyous praise should be
the predominant mark of our singing since it should be the predominant mark of the Do.”
(Cruse, 154) Philippians 4:4 teaches that. “Rejoice, again I say, Rejoice!”

2 - Singing is very often in response to something that God has done. In
particular, we sing because we are saved from eternal punishment in hell.  We are
saved for the glory of God in eternity.  People saved from the due punishment for their
sins are the only people who can truly sing - and they sing of God’s redemption.

Salvation always brings joy as God removes the causes for sorrow and anxiety. Dear
one, please hear me - have you been saved?  Have you realized the freedom of your
sin debt being removed and replaced with the soothing grace of Almighty God in Christ?
If you have, then sing!  If you have not been saved, you probably aren’t singing songs
that matter eternally.  Your songs cease with your time on earth.  Repent and believe!



This illustrates a difference between the saved and the unsaved:

Two wives who were doing their laundry in a laundry mat. They were both mending their
husband’s pants.

One wife said, “My husband is so miserable.  Nothing goes right at work, and he can’t find
anything good on television.  Our home is a place of despair.  When we go to church, the song
leader is terrible and the pastor is a moron.

The other wife said “My husband is so excited.”  He can’t wait to go to church.  He loves the
sermons.  We laugh all the time and enjoy our family.

It got very quiet in the laundry room as the women continued sewing the pants.  One was
patching the seat of the pants, and the other was patching the knees.

“If there is no laughter, Jesus has gone somewhere else.  If there is no joy and
freedom, it is not a church; it is simply a crowd of melancholy people basking in a
religious neurosis.  If there is no celebration, there is no real worship.” Steve Brown,
Approaching God: Accepting the Invitation to Stand in the Presence of God

We finish worship this morning singing a new hymn.  Listen to how Jesus is described
here:

“My song, when enemies surround me;
My hope, when tides of sorrow rise.
My joy, when trials are abounding;
Your faithfulness, my refuge in the night.

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer;
Gracious Savior of my ruined life.
My guilt and cross laid on Your shoulders;
In my place You suffered bled and died.

You rose, the grave and death are conquered.
You broke my bonds of sin and shame.
O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer
May all my days bring glory to Your name.

O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer - let’s stand and sing joyfully!

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4334346

