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Francis Albert was born December 12, 1915, in Hoboken, New Jersey.  He was a singer and
movie actor who, through a long career and a very public personal life, became one of the most
sought-after performers in the entertainment industry; he’s often hailed as the greatest American
singer of 20th-century popular music.

Nick-named the “Chairman of the Board,” Francis is among the world’s best selling artists,
selling over 150 million records.  You should be able to guess what his #1 best-selling song is if I
share a portion of the lyrics:

“And now the end is near;
and so I face the final curtain.

My friend, I'll say it clear;
I'll state my case of which I'm certain.

I've lived a life that's full;
I've travelled each and every highway.

And more, much more than this
I did it my way.”

You know him as Francis - “Frank” - Sinatra.

We return this morning to our sermon series from the Old Testament book of Isaiah, a
series I’ve called, “The Holy One of Israel.”  Two Sundays ago, we studied Isaiah
Chapter 9:1 through Chapter 10:4.  That brings us this morning to the 5th verse of Isaiah
Chapter 10 running to the end of the chapter at verse 34.  A sermon I’ve entitled, “He
Did it His Way,” an application of Sinatra’s song.  It refers in this passage to
Tiglath-pileser, King of Assyria, who was not doing life God’s way, but was instead doing
life his way.  We’ll comb back to him shortly.

Isaiah 10:5-19:
“Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger
and the staff in whose hand is My indignation.
6 - I will send him against an ungodly nation,
and against the people of My wrath
I will give him charge,
to seize the spoil, to take the prey,
and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.
7 - Yet he does not mean so,
nor does his heart think so;
but it is in his heart to destroy,
and cut off not a few nations.
8 - For he says,
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‘Are not my princes altogether kings?
9 - Is not Calno like Carchemish?
Is not Hamath like Arpad?
Is not Samaria like Damascus?
10 - As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols,
whose carved images excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria,
11 - As I have done to Samaria and her idols,
shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her idols?’

12 - Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount Zion
and on Jerusalem, that He will say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of
Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”

13 - For he says:
“By the strength of my hand I have done it,
and by my wisdom, for I am prudent;
also I have removed the boundaries of the people,
and have robbed their treasuries;
so I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man.
14 - My hand has found like a nest the riches of the people,
and as one gathers eggs that are left,
I have gathered all the earth;
And there was no one who moved his wing,
nor opened his mouth with even a peep.”
15 - Shall the ax boast itself against him who chops with it?
Or shall the saw exalt itself against him who saws with it?
As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up,
or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood!
16 - Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts,
will send leanness among his fat ones;
and under his glory
He will kindle a burning
like the burning of a fire.
17 - So the Light of Israel will be for a fire,
and his Holy One for a flame;
It will burn and devour
his thorns and his briers in one day.
18 - And it will consume the glory of his forest and of his fruitful field,
both soul and body;
and they will be as when a sick man wastes away.
19 - Then the rest of the trees of his forest
will be so few in number
that a child may write them.”

The operative concept in these verses is the ugliness of pride. Tiglath-pileser
seized the Assyrian throne in 745 BC.  Assyria experienced a resurgence that made it
the big military machine and super-power of the day.  From 745 BC to 681 BC and the
reigns of 4 kings - 64 years in length - Assyria dominated the world scene.  Today’s
passage deals from beginning to end with the future downfall of Assyria.  And the
message to God’s people is clear - don’t fear or rely on Assyria for she is merely a tool
in the Lord’s hand and her time, too, will come.



Isaiah makes that clear.  Verses 5 and 6a indicate that God was using Assyria as the
disciplinary rod in his hand on his people and Assyria was evil. “Woe to Assyria, the rod
of My anger and the staff in whose hand is My indignation. I will send him (Assyria)  against an
ungodly nation, and against the people of My wrath…” One commentator has referred to the
Assyrians as the Nazis of the ancient Near East.  The “ungodly nation” mentioned here
is Judah.  God’s people had turned away from him.  Even so, He is able to use godless
worldly powers to discipline His godless covenant people.

The problem is that the rod of God’s anger thinks he is a hot rod!  Notice again
verses 8-11:

“8 - For he (the King of Assyria) says,
‘Are not my princes altogether kings?
9 - Is not Calno like Carchemish?
Is not Hamath like Arpad?
Is not Samaria like Damascus?
10 - As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols,
whose carved images excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria,
11 - As I have done to Samaria and her idols,

shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her idols?’”

Ray Ortlund, Jr notes, “The tool in God’s hand was very impressed with itself.”  A
communication from that time reveals the Assyrian mentality:

“In these days, when at the command of the great gods my lordly sovereignty has manifested
itself, going forth to plunder the goods of the lands, I am royal, I am lordly, I am mighty, I am
honored, I am exalted, I am glorified, I am powerful, I am all powerful, I am brilliant, I am
lion-brave, I am manly, I am supreme, I am noble.”

They were quite high on themselves! The six cities listed in verse 9 were all
conquered by Assyria between 740 BC (Arpad) to 717 BC (Carchemish).  Samaria (the
capital of the Northern Kingdom) was sacked in 722 BC.  Such total victories fed the
King of Assyria’s inflated view of himself.

In case we’ve missed it, the King of Assyria’s major issue was his prideful arrogance.
Verses 12-14 confirm that assertion:

12 - Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount Zion
and on Jerusalem, that He will say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of
Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”

13 - For he says:
“By the strength of my hand I have done it,
and by my wisdom, for I am prudent;



also I have removed the boundaries of the people,
and have robbed their treasuries;
so I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man.
14 - My hand has found like a nest the riches of the people,
and as one gathers eggs that are left,
I have gathered all the earth…”

The King of Assyria was big-headed, small-minded, and self-oriented.  He was a thug.
That brings us to the rest of the passage, and the remnant of God’s people.

Isaiah 10:20-34:
“And it shall come to pass in that day
that the remnant of Israel,
and such as have escaped of the house of Jacob,
will never again depend on him who defeated them,
but will depend on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.
21 - The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob,
to the Mighty God.
22 - For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea,
a remnant of them will return;
the destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.
23 - For the Lord God of hosts
will make a determined end
in the midst of all the land.

24 Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O My people, who dwell in Zion, do not be afraid
of the Assyrian.  He shall strike you with a rod and lift up his staff against you, in the manner of
Egypt. 25 For yet a very little while and the indignation will cease, as will My anger in their
destruction.” 26 And the Lord of hosts will stir up a scourge for him like the slaughter of Midian
at the rock of Oreb; as His rod was on the sea, so will He lift it up in the manner of Egypt.

27 - It shall come to pass in that day
that his burden will be taken away from your shoulder,
and his yoke from your neck,
and the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil.
28 - He has come to Aiath,
He has passed Migron;
at Michmash he has attended to his equipment.
29 - They have gone along the ridge,
They have taken up lodging at Geba.
Ramah is afraid,
Gibeah of Saul has fled.
30 - Lift up your voice,
O daughter of Gallim!
Cause it to be heard as far as Laish—
O poor Anathoth!
31 - Madmenah has fled,
The inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge.
32 - As yet he will remain at Nob that day;
He will shake his fist at the mount of the daughter of Zion,
the hill of Jerusalem.
33 - Behold, the Lord,



the Lord of hosts,
will lop off the bough with terror;
those of high stature will be hewn down,
and the haughty will be humbled.
34 - He will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron,
and Lebanon will fall by the Mighty One.

The key thought in this passage is the word “remnant.” When Assyria is at last
reduced to a remnant, the remnant of Israel will no longer lean on her, but will lean
upon the Lord.  It’s worth pointing out that, “Israel” in verse 20 is not the northern
kingdom, but the whole 12 tribes, as the repetition of the name “Jacob” in verses 20 &
21 confirms.

“Isaiah seems to play off the name of his older son, Shear-Jashub (‘a remnant will
return” again).  A remnant will return, but the return is not geographical but penitential;
they will return ‘to the mighty God.’” (Davis, 97) Neither Assyria, nor Judah would be
totally wiped off the face of the earth by an angry God.

Look at vs 25 & 26 with me again:

“For yet a very little while and the indignation will cease, as will My anger in their destruction.”
And the Lord of hosts will stir up a scourge for him like the slaughter of Midian at the rock of
Oreb; as His rod was on the sea, so will He lift it up in the manner of Egypt.”

God is here reminding His people what He did to deliver them from two sticky
situations.  The first is God delivering His people from the Midianites through the
leadership of Gideon and 300 soldiers at Mount Oreb (Remember him from our study of
Judges?) (Judges Chapter 7).  The second was God’s amazing deliverance of Israel
through the God-parted waters of the Red Sea as God led them out of Egypt to the
Promised Land.

This reminds us that God not only delivers His people ultimately at the last day, but He
also delivers us regularly along the way.

The list of cities in verses 28-32 reveal the path Assyria would travel to get to Judah.
They are all north of Jerusalem and they will feel the sting of Assyrian captivity.

Three brief applications of this text:

1 - God punishes arrogance; He rewards confidence. Arrogance is having an
exaggerated sense of our importance or abilities.  Confidence is being convinced of our
strength, status, and position, while fully aware of weaknesses.  The King of Assyria
was an arrogant man, puffed up by his own corrupt self-image.  He thought he brought
about all that was taking place around the region.  But, he was wrong - he had no
concept of God’s sovereign control all things, to include himself, the King of Assyria.



● Proverbs 8:13 - “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil
way and the perverse mouth I hate.”

● Psalm 27:3-4 - “ Though an army may encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war may rise against me, In this I will be confident.  One thing I have desired of
the Lord, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.”

2 - God disciplines those whom He loves.  We all need correction while on the paths we
travel, and the manner in which we travel.  God is acting out of love to discipline us
when we require it.

● Proverbs 3:11-12 - “ My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor detest His
correction; for whom the Lord loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he
delights.”

● Hebrews 12:7-11 - “If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what
son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore,
we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect.  Shall we not
much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed
for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may
be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present,
but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it.”

Punishment and discipline often feel the same; but their intent must be considered.
Punishment seeks to eliminate negative behaviors; discipline, on the hand, seeks to
repeat positive behaviors.  We all need this at times, and as parents, teachers, church
officers, and other authorities, we do well to lovingly manage discipline when it is called
for.  To do so rightly and properly is to love what the Bible teaches us.

3 - God always sets aside a remnant. Would you be found in it? Or would you be
outside of her? The Lord’s Supper, which we’ll observe in just a few minutes, is where
the rubber meets the road.  Communion is designed for strengthening the faith of the
elect (the remnant); to your peril, you can pretend to know Jesus and take the bread
and cup to cover your lack of salvation.  But, taking the sacrament without faith does no
one any good.  You’d be practicing it your way, and not the Lord’s.

Sinatra’s song is the song of self - he did it his way.
God’s song is the song of salvation - we do it His way!


