
“Behold, This is Our God”
Isaiah Chapter 25

Sunday, October 30th, 2022

It was Show and Tell day in a 1st grade classroom.  The teacher picked 3 boys to stand up
front of the room and present their objects to the class.  The first boy stood up and said “Hi, My
name is Abram, I’m Jewish and this is a Star of David!”  The second boy got up and said “Hi, my
name is Johnny and I’m Catholic, this is a Crucifix!”

Finally the third boy stood up and said “Hi, my name is Billy and I am Presbyterian, and this is
a casserole!

Ah, food, a marvelous gift of our gracious God!  So many tastes, smells, and
delectables!  How good of God to provide varieties of foods!  Even eating only ice
cream every day - every meal - would grow tiring after - say a month? It seems we all
fall into two different categories of people when it comes to food and eating.  Some eat
to live, and others, like me, live to eat!  You do know, don’t you, that my five favorite
words are “All you can eat buffet!”

Actor Orson Welles once quipped, “Ask not what you can do for your country.  Ask what’s for
lunch!”

Two of my favorite pastimes are prevalent in today’s text - eating and singing!  Verses
1-5 are a personal song of Isaiah (and each person whom God redeems, for that
matter).  Verses 6-8 picture a delightful banquet for all the peoples; and verses 9-12
make up another song, this one communal, not individual.

Isaiah 25:1-12:
“O Lord, You are my God.
I will exalt You,
I will praise Your name,
for You have done wonderful things;
Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.

2 - For You have made a city a ruin,
a fortified city a ruin,
a palace of foreigners to be a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.

3 - Therefore the strong people will glorify You;
the city of the terrible nations will fear You.

4 - For You have been a strength to the poor,
a strength to the needy in his distress,
a refuge from the storm,
a shade from the heat;
for the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.



5 - You will reduce the noise of aliens,
as heat in a dry place;
as heat in the shadow of a cloud,
ahe song of the terrible ones will be diminished.

6 - And in this mountain
the Lord of hosts will make for all people
a feast of choice pieces,
a feast of wines on the lees,
of fat things full of marrow,
of well-refined wines on the lees.

7 - And He will destroy on this mountain
the surface of the covering cast over all people,
and the veil that is spread over all nations.

8 - He will swallow up death forever,
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces;
the rebuke of His people
He will take away from all the earth;
for the Lord has spoken.

9 - And it will be said in that day:
“Behold, this is our God;
we have waited for Him, and He will save us.
This is the Lord;
we have waited for Him;
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”

10 - For on this mountain the hand of the Lord will rest,
and Moab shall be trampled down under Him,
as straw is trampled down for the refuse heap.

11 - And He will spread out His hands in their midst
as a swimmer reaches out to swim,
and He will bring down their pride
together with the trickery of their hands.

12 - The fortress of the high fort of your walls
He will bring down, lay low,
and bring to the ground, down to the dust.”

Isaiah Chapter 25 is a praise to God for what He did for the Jewish people in delivering
them from their enemies and for bringing down in judgment those who harassed them
and mocked God’s name.  We can divide it into 3 parts:

● MP 1 - “God is Everything” (Verses 1-5)
● MP 2 - “A Banquet for Everyone” (Verses 6-8)
● MP 3 - “God’s Salvation is Everlasting” (Verses 9-12)



Verses 1-5 reveal God is Everything.  Look again at verse 1 with me. “O Lord, You
are my God.  I will exalt You, I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things; Your
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.” We see in this verse that Isaiah knows God on a
personal basis.  Look at the personal pronouns, first person:

* You are MY God;
* I will exalt You;
* I will praise Your Name.

Through thick and through thin, Isaiah has experienced the Big God in a personal
way.  One place where that is demonstrated is Isaiah Chapter 6.  Isaiah “saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple (verse 1).” As
Isaiah takes in the incredible beauty and splendor of direct access to God, one of the
seraphim (an angel-like being) flew to him, from above the throne having in his hand a
live coal which he had taken from the altar. And the seraphim touched Isaiah’s mouth
with it, and said:

“Behold, this has touched your lips;
Your iniquity is taken away,
And your sin purged.” (verses 6 & 7)  Isaiah was a new man; his sins were forgiven.

Now notice the personal pronouns, second person in verse 1:

* You are My God;
* I will exalt You;
* I will praise Your Name.
* You have done wonderful things;
* Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.”

Isaiah knows God because he witnessed God do so many things only He could do.

● God made a fortified city a ruin; a palace of foreigners to be a city no more; it
would never be rebuilt.  The city mentioned here in verse 2, like that of Chapter
24, represents the world as a whole organized in opposition to God.  He destroys
it to bring the nations to their senses (verse 3) and to deliver those who have
been the victims of their misuse of power (verses 4 & 5).

● Look at what God is according to verse 4:

○ a strength (stronghold) to the poor,
○ a strength to the needy in his distress,
○ a refuge from the storm,
○ a shade from the heat.

In short, God is our Everything.  This chapter started off with Isaiah expressing his
thanks to God for Who He is and what He has done.  God is our everything as well.  Do
you count those things for which you are thankful, and express them back to God? God
is working within us many things for our good and His glory.  Sometimes, He brings a
matter into our life circumstances that we find distasteful or negative.  It’s at such times



that we must ponder God - Who He is and what He is able to do.  He has promised to
be with us. Psalm 23:4 is so comforting, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort
me.”

We move from God is everything, to a Banquet for everyone (v. 6-8).  We first take
notice that this banquet is for everybody, not merely one group or portion of people.

Verse 6 - The Lord will make for all people a feast;
Verse 7 - …a covering cast over all people,
Verse 7 - …a veil spread over all nations
Verse 8 - the Lord will wipe away tears from all faces
Verse 8 - “He will take away from all the earth.

What is the occasion for this celebration? Commentator John Oswalt observes,
“Often times a king would hold a great feast at a time when he wished to make a special
pronouncement.  That seems to be the case here.  At this great feast where the very
finest of foods have been put before his guests, the host announces a new
dispensation.  Thee ‘death’ that has ruled the earth since Adam and Eve, drenching it
with tears, is going to be swallowed up.  The ‘covering’ (verse 7) that has covered all
nations will be removed, and the tears that have stained every face will be wiped away
(verse 8).” (Oswalt, 290)

What could a ‘feast of choice pieces’ refer to? The English Standard Version here
refers to “a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,” and the New Living Translation calls
“rich food” “choice meats.” I find it intriguing that Isaiah would use a metaphor to
“swallowing up death ” (in verse 8) while describing the food at the Lord’s banquet!

One point left - God’s salvation is everlasting. Look again with me @ verse 9:

“And it will be said in that day:
“Behold, this is our God;
we have waited for Him, and He will save us.
This is the Lord;
we have waited for Him;
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”

God is our God if He first makes us His people.  It may be that you have waited on
Him for some time now; you may even be discouraged by His apparent in action.  But
He is worth waiting on.  His salvation fills us with joy.

“Moab” in verse 10 represents all who oppose ultimate reality, instead of having the
covering of death removed from their faces, find themselves face down in a barnyard
of liquid manure (which is what “refuse heap” means in verse 11).

On the eve of the annual observance of “trick or treat,” we have the occurrence of
interesting word usage in the 11th verse, “the trickery of their hands.”



Then, in the final verse - verse 12 - Isaiah uses the word “Fortress” in describing the
walled city that He would bring down to the ground.

That brings us to the end of today’s study on Isaiah Chapter 25.  I began by
discussing food, and we end with singing.

On a cold, windy night in Germany in the early 1500s, a young peasant, Martin Luther, came
very near being hit by a bolt of lighting during a thunderstorm.  Following his close call with
death, he changed his course of study from law to theology.  His education continued until he
had earned a doctorate in philosophy.

Through his studies, he discovered that true Christianity did not depend upon what one knows
about God, but upon a right personal relationship with God.  God's forgiveness through the
sacrificial death of Christ became all important to Luther.

One day he thought, "If only I could make the pilgrimage to Rome..."

That dream was fulfilled, and while crawling up a staircase called Scala Sancta on his knees,
he remembered the verse of scripture, "The just shall live by faith."  He sprang to his feet, ran
back down the stairs, and the Reformation began.

The greatest work that Luther accomplished was the translation of the New Testament into the
language of the people.  Then to the amazement of everyone, Luther began to write hymns and
gospel songs.  The people sang them with great fervor.  Luther preached long and hard,
becoming a forceful leader of one of the world's greatest spiritual awakenings.

Hymnbooks began to be used in the schools and homes, as well as in the churches.  The
Christian worship songs became a spring of spirituality in the hearts and lives of the people.
The song for which Luther will be remembered is "A Mighty Fortress is our God," written circa
1529.  It exalts God to a high and lofty position in the minds and hearts of those who believe the
message of the song.  It is a paraphrase of Psalm 46, which we read responsively earlier in this
service.

Let us end our service of worship by singing the Battle Hymn of the Reformation, “A
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  Please stand as you’re able.


