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1928.  Times were hard. The months before the stock market crash sent our nation into "The
Great Depression" were so uncertain that everybody was looking for a Messiah.  And in 1928
Louisiana, the messiah showed up . . . at least that's what the grassroots voters believed.

Huey P. Long was elected governor of Louisiana in 1928.  He had won the hearts of the
people by speaking their language, using means no one had tried before.  Long was one of the
first politicians to use the radio and sound trucks that would ride through the streets heralding
him as the hope of Louisiana.

What is more, Huey Long drove over 15,000 miles across the state during his campaign,
mostly down unpaved back roads.  The working class had never seen a political candidate
face-to-face.  And Huey P. Long wanted to make sure they wouldn't forget him.

He brought along a band to warm up the crowd.  He would take the platform like a man
possessed, wearing a signature white linen suit.  His campaign banner was "Every Man a King."
Huey P. Long guaranteed that there was plenty to go around if the corrupt politicians, the big
business interests, the newspapers, and his opponents would just let go of some it and share.

Huey stirred up an almost messianic following.  His exuberance and straight-talking manner
made his promises seem possible.  And when the voting was finished, the people gave Huey
Long the governor's chair by so large a margin it has never been matched in Louisiana history.
Later, when he ran for the U.S. Senate, he was again overwhelmingly elected.

Nicknamed "the Kingfish," Long was fiercely hated by his opponents, and just as fiercely loved
by the common people.  He had his eye on the White House when he was assassinated at age
42.  While his body lay in state in the State Capitol in Baton Rouge, over 150,000 people
passed through the rotunda of that building to pay their last respects.

The people of Louisiana were looking for a deliverer and thought they had found him.  To his
credit, Huey P. Long accomplished much during his short political career.  But like so many
before and after him, he proved in every way to be only human.

Like the people of Louisiana in the 1920s, the nation of Judah in Isaiah's time was
looking for a Messiah.  It was faced with desperate circumstances like never before.
Their king (Ahaz) had rejected God's clear instruction and firm promises, forming
political and military alliances with the Assyrians, only to see them backfire in the worst
possible way.  Now, it was either death or deportation.  It was only a matter of time.

In such grave times, our hearts reach out for something that transcends the limits of
the moment - an escape, a deliverance, a way out.  Our longings often turn to cries of
the heart: "Is there Anybody out there who cares? Will Someone come to the rescue,
turn the tables, take up our cause?" That was the mood on the street in 700 BC Judah,
in 1928 Louisiana, and in increasing measure, in our time as well.



Since late June, we’ve been studying the Old Testament book of Isaiah.  We’re
studying one chapter each Sunday as we work through what many have called the most
important book of the older testament.  Today, we come to the 11th Chapter of Isaiah, a
sermon I’ve titled, “A Shoot, Root, and Fruit.”

Isaiah 11:1-16:
“There shall come forth a Rod (NKJV) from the stem of Jesse,
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 - The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
The Spirit of counsel and might,
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
3 - His delight is in the fear of the Lord,
and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes,
nor decide by the hearing of His ears;
4 - But with righteousness He shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.
5 - Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins,
and faithfulness the belt of His waist.
6 - “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.
7 - The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 - The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole,
and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.
9 - They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
10 - “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,
Who shall stand as a banner to the people;
for the Gentiles shall seek Him,
and His resting place shall be glorious.”

11 - It shall come to pass in that day
that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time
to recover the remnant of His people who are left,
from Assyria and Egypt,
from Pathros and Cush,
from Elam and Shinar,
from Hamath and the islands of the sea.
12 - He will set up a banner for the nations,
and will assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.
13 - Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart,



and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off;
Ephraim shall not envy Judah,
and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.
14 - But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines toward the west;
together they shall plunder the people of the East;
they shall lay their hand on Edom and Moab;
and the people of Ammon shall obey them.
15 - The Lord will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt;
with His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the River,
and strike it in the seven streams,
and make men cross over dry-shod.
16 - There will be a highway for the remnant of His people
who will be left from Assyria, as it was for Israel in the day that he came up from the land of
Egypt.”

Isaiah Chapter 10 ends with the Lord cutting down the proud and lofty tree that is
Assyria.  The Lord would cut down the forest trees with an ax.  Assyria would be felled,
never to grow again. It is in the context of the forest of Assyria being cut down that
chapter 11 opens.

Chapter 11 has two parts.  They both concern the rule of the “shoot” or “Root of Jesse.”
The first part, verses 1-9, is presented in more general and symbolic terms and
describes the coming Deliverer (Messiah). The second part, verses 10-16, portrays
the coming Messiah’s gathered kingdom in more concrete detail. This Messiah king
Isaiah prophecied about would be nothing like Judah’s King Ahaz; He would also be, as
verse 5 portrays Him, righteous and faithful, fully divine.

I read the chapter using the New King James Version (NKJV) of Scripture.  The
English Standard Version (ESV) is closer to the meaning of the original manuscripts of
verse 1 - (meaning, the parchments on which are contained Isaiah’s prophecies).

Where NKJV has “Rod” in verse 1, ESV has “Shoot.” And, where NKJV has “stem”,
ESV has “stump.” Verse 1 would thus read, “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump
of Jesse...” The stump of verse 1 is the near destroyed house of David (identified with
Jesse, David’s father).  This stump is not how the story ends however.  The emergance
of a shoot from the stump describes the reemergence of Judah (David’s house).

On this side of Christ’s earthly ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension back to
glory, we know this “shoot”/”rod” is Jesus Christ.

Verse 2 highlights the Holy Spirit’s role in the ministry of Jesus the Messiah.
Some people think that the Holy Spirit works only in the New Testament; He surely is
very present throughout the newer testament!  But, the Holy Spirit also functions
throughout various times and situations of the Old Testament, beginning with the
second verse of Genesis Chapter 1!  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” It was an Old Testament book



(Joel 2:28) that revealed such Spirit-endowment would come upon all the people of God.
The Spirit also came upon kings such as Saul and David empowering them to fulfill
God’s calling upon them.

Verses 2 & 3 indicate the Messiah’s reign will be characterized by “wisdom,
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord.”

Such characteristics are due to the Messiah’s leading and provision, and His
righteousness and faithfulness according to verses 4 and 5.

The result would be universal peace as indicated by verses 6-10:

“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.

They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.”

Such peace was not merely the cessation of hositilities, but the unification of that
which was formerly divided.  I find commentator Barry Webb’s thought on this passage
helpful when he writes, the “ideal described here in symbolic language recalls the
paradise of Eden.  It is a picture of the whole creation put back into joint.  The entire
earth, not just Jerusalem/Zion, will be the Lord’s holy mountain.  In other words, He will
be known, and His rule will be experienced, everywhere.” (Webb, 75)

With verses 11-16, we see the Messiah gathering His kingdom. The places
mentioned in verse 11 emphasize the world-wide nature of the return of the remnant to
their homeland.  They will come from the far south (Cush), the far east (Elam), the far
north (Assyria), and the far west (the islands of the sea).  They represent the enemies of
God’s people.

In the closing verses of this chapter, Isaiah envisages “a vast, endtime assembly.  The
banner which the Lord will raise to convene this vast assembly will be the Root of
Jesse.” (Webb, 76).   “The Messiah will be elevated as a “banner,” or signal flag to



which the peoples will rally as they “seek” One who can answer the questions they have
and who is worthy of their adoration.” (Mackay, 300)

Exodus 17:13-15 portray an interesting name of God, which is in the Hebrew tongue -
Jehovah (Yahweh) Nissi, or the “Lord is our Banner.” He is the One we follow and He is
the one who’s flag waves for us. “13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the
edge of the sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write this for a memorial in the book and
recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from
under heaven.’” 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, The Lord Is My Banner;”

“When Francis Scott Key wrote the American National Anthem, he was a prisoner aboard a
British ship during the War of 1812.  The enemy ship fired on Fort McHenry all night long.  ‘And
the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that our flag was
still there.’”

That’s the position believers are in now.  The kingdom is established; the flag is flying.  It will
never fall, though it is opposed.  Our part is to stay true.” (Ortlund, 117)

In light of today’s passage, there are 2 brief, but very important applications:

1 - The Israelites would wait for the appearing of the Messiah for a considerable
amount of time. This messianic hope arose because God had promised David He
would raise up a son who would rule forever (2 Samuel 7), and because the failures of
David’s line made the people hope for someone to restore that line. That Messiah
arrived on the world scene nearly 800 years after Isaiah prophesied He would.  Four
hundred of those years the people did not hear a word from the Lord (the time between
the Old and New Testaments).  Even so, the Messiah came as predicted. Are you
longing for the second coming of this Savior? Don’t stop believin’!

2 - If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are a member of His kingdom here on
earth because He purchased you.  Jesus bought you at a price, and that price was His
very life.  We must be reminded daily of the mighty work of our Savior Jesus Christ, who
redeemed us to the Father, and in whom our sin is forgiven and our place with Him
forever assured.  There is nothing we could do to merit this good standing.  It was all of
God, and we brought nothing to the table, except our sin.  Fellow Christian, why has
God saved you from hell? It’s for His glory! How do others experience your joy for
Christ’s sacrifice on your behalf?  Where is your fervor? We should be exalting our God
like we do our favorite sports teams, athletes, actors, political figures, and musicians.

Isaiah's prophetic message, declared with the authority of the Holy Spirit, is that God
will send a Messianic King.  He is Immanuel - God with us!  Though His face is human,
His true nature is as a Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
peace.  His mission is to heal the scars and wounds of the brokenhearted, to release
those in prisons of their own making, and to restore what has been lost in the wasting
years without Him.  All this we now know was fulfilled by Christ Jesus!


