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There’s been much ongoing in recent weeks regarding Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  The
Ukrainians are buoyed by resources, funding, and weapons systems provided by allies (to
include a substantial amount from the United States.)  With those resources and their tenacious
fighting spirit, the Ukrainians have proved to be a much more formidable opponent than Russia
imagined.

More than 75,000 Russian military personnel have been killed or wounded in the invasion of
Ukraine, White House officials reportedly told lawmakers in a classified briefing, according to a
July 28, 2022 Fortune magazine article.  Even if that estimate is high, that’s still a significant
number of troops for any country to lose in a war that has lasted not quite 8 months.

Experts worry that Russia, if it suffers further setbacks, might be tempted to use a small
tactical weapon in Ukraine as a "game changer", to break a stalemate or to avoid defeat. And, if
that happens, who’s to say the US wouldn’t be influenced to respond in kind? We also have a
bevy of tactical nuclear munitions.  The President says he wouldn’t hesitate to use them.

Such potentialities have Christians wondering if the biblical apocalypse is about to
dawn. Could Jesus about to return to earth in power and glory? Maybe.  But, this thing
is certain.  The Old Testament prophet Isaiah proclaimed a similar scenario in the
passage of Scripture before us this morning. Isaiah 24:1-23.

Two Sundays ago, we finished a section in Isaiah’s prophecy that foretold the
punishment of enemy nations of God and His people.  That was Isaiah Chapters 21-23
which portray the fall of Babylon (identified as ‘the desert in the sea’) and the capital city
of Judah (Jerusalem - ‘the valley of vision’), the nations of Edom and Arabia, and the
city of Tyre.  The 8 chapters preceding those chapters (Isaiah Chapters 13-20)
highlighted the fall of the King of Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Syria, Israel (the
northern kingdom of God’s people), Ethiopia, and Egypt.

Today we enter the third major section of the OT book of Isaiah, four chapters (24-27)
make up what some commentators have called “the Isaiah Apocalypse.”  It is also
known as the “Little Apocalypse.” In the Greek tongue, apokalupsis means “uncovering
(unveiling) or “revelation.”  You won’t find the word “apocalypse” in either of the Bible’s
testaments, but the concept is there. We’ll return to the practice we opened when we
began studying Isaiah, and that is to take one chapter per week,  Today, we will look
more closely at Isaiah Chapter 24.

Isaiah 24:1-23:

https://biblehub.com/greek/602.htm


1 - “Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty and makes it waste,
distorts its surface
and scatters abroad its inhabitants.

2 - And it shall be:
As with the people, so with the priest;
As with the servant, so with his master;
As with the maid, so with her mistress;
As with the buyer, so with the seller;
As with the lender, so with the borrower;
As with the creditor, so with the debtor.

3 - The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered,
for the Lord has spoken this word.

4 - The earth mourns and fades away,
the world languishes and fades away;
the haughty people of the earth languish.

5 - The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants,
because they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant.

6 - Therefore the curse has devoured the earth,
and those who dwell in it are desolate.
Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men are left.

7 - The new wine fails, the vine languishes,
all the merry-hearted sigh.

8 - The mirth of the tambourine ceases,
the noise of the jubilant ends,
the joy of the harp ceases.

9 - They shall not drink wine with a song;
strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.

10 - The city of confusion is broken down;
every house is shut up, so that none may go in.

11 - There is a cry for wine in the streets,
all joy is darkened,
the mirth of the land is gone.

12 - In the city desolation is left,
and the gate is stricken with destruction.

13 - When it shall be thus in the midst of the land among the people,
it shall be like the shaking of an olive tree,



Like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is done.

14 - They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing;
for the majesty of the Lord
they shall cry aloud from the sea.

15 - Therefore glorify the Lord in the dawning light,
the name of the Lord God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea.

16 - From the ends of the earth we have heard songs:
“Glory to the righteous!”
But I said, “I am ruined, ruined!
Woe to me!
The treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously,
indeed, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously.”

17 - Fear and the pit and the snare
are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth.

18 - And it shall be
that he who flees from the noise of the fear
shall fall into the pit,
and he who comes up from the midst of the pit
shall be caught in the snare;
for the windows from on high are open,
and the foundations of the earth are shaken.

19 - The earth is violently broken,
the earth is split open,
the earth is shaken exceedingly.

20 - The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard,
and shall totter like a hut;
its transgression shall be heavy upon it,
and it will fall, and not rise again.

21 - It shall come to pass in that day
that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones,
and on the earth the kings of the earth.

22 - They will be gathered together,
as prisoners are gathered in the pit,
and will be shut up in the prison;
After many days they will be punished.

23 - Then the moon will be disgraced
and the sun ashamed;
for the Lord of hosts will reign
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
and before His elders, gloriously.”



This chapter, and the three that follow, describe a global judgment that will end with
the destruction of God’s enemies and the restoration of God’s people Israel in their land.
Isaiah warned the northern kingdom that the Assyrians would destroy them, and he told
Judah that the Babylonians would take them captive; but these local calamities would
engulf the whole world.  The prophets call this time of terrible judgment “the Day of the
Lord.”

We see two English words used throughout chapter 24 - those two words are “earth”
and “land” - both of them are the word eres in the original Hebrew language. In these 23
verses before us today, eres is used 17 times; 14 times it is translated “earth” and 3
times it is translated “land.” Their repetition should cause us to take notice - God here
promises to bring judgment to the entire world!  Consider, however, that not all is
negative or “bad” concerning God’s judgment.

Commentator Barry Webb notes, “The judgment of God is both terrible and glorious,
especially when, as here, it is the final judgment which is in view.  Much of chapter 24 is
take up with the terror of it, but the glory breaks through briefly in the middle (verses
14-16) and again, more brilliantly, at the very end (verse 23).” (Webb, 106)

Verses 1-3 are a poem of inclusive judgment.  Looking again at verse 1, the New
Living Translation captures the sense of the opening words well. “Look!  The Lord is
about to destroy the earth and make it a vast wasteland.” “For Isaiah the final judgment was
not only certain; it could happen at any moment.  He lived every day in the light of it, just
as we ourselves must do today as those who await their Lord’s return.  That is one
reason why the judgment of God is glorious; it is a manifestation of His total sovereignty.
As one commentator has put it, ‘Only a God whose control of history is so complete that
he could bring it to a close at any moment is worth worshipping.’” (Webb, 106)

In the 1500’s Martin Luther believed that Christ would return and usher in His Kingdom during
his lifetime.  Luther wrote, "We have reached the time of the white horse of the Apocalypse.
This world won’t last any longer.”

In carrying out God’s judgment, as verses 1-3 make clear, God will be no respecter of
persons.  Look again at verse 2 with me - the distinctions are so poetic here:

“And it shall be:
As with the people, so with the priest;
As with the servant, so with his master;
As with the maid, so with her mistress;
As with the buyer, so with the seller;
As with the lender, so with the borrower;
As with the creditor, so with the debtor.”



Social position, weath, and even religious titles will mean nothing.  As verse 3 puts it,
“The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered.” This will take place because God
has so spoken.  And He never goes back on His word.

Verses 4-13 are filled with evidences of the curse of the broken covenant,
specifically identified as such in verse 5 which reads, “The earth is also defiled under its
inhabitants, because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, (and) broken the
everlasting covenant.” Breaking covenant with God brings with it many curses; verse 6
teaches us that “the curse has devoured the earth and those who dwell in it are desolate.”

The curses of breaking the covenant with God are spelled out in two primary Old
Testament passages Leviticus 26:14-39 and Deuteronomy 28:15-68.  Isaiah doesn’t spell
out many specifics in this part of his proclamation, but some of the curses listed earlier
in the Old Testament are these:

● Deuteronomy 28:22 - “The Lord will strike you with consumption, with fever, with
inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew;
they shall pursue you until you perish.”

● Deuteronomy 28:27-29 - “The Lord will strike you with the boils of Egypt, with tumors,
with the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed.  The Lord will strike
you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. And you shall grope at
noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; you
shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you.”

● Deuteronomy 28:47-48 - “Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and
gladness of heart, for the abundance of everything, therefore you shall serve your
enemies, whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in
need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed
you.”

When we join God’s Church, we enter into covenant with Him.  And there can be no
higher privilege than for God to invite us into the number of His people.  Over the next
couple of months, we’ll witness several people joining the membership of Trinity Church.
When we join God’s church, we make five vows.  Here are two of them:

● Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy
Spirit, that you will endeavor (strive) to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

○ Jesus’ followers love others in the way Jesus loves them.  We are not people
who hate others; or who abuse others, whether by running them down in the
presence of others or physically beating, harming, or sexually molesting others.
Jesus’ followers freely forgive others, bear with others, serve others, and respect
others.  These are some of the ways we live as followers of Christ.



● Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your
ability?

○ Keeping covenant with this vow with God and His Church is to pray for the
church, to speak well of the church, to financially support the church with the
monies God has blessed you with, witnessing to those outside of the church of
their need to repent and follow Jesus.  And unless you’re working, sick, or
physically away from the local area, participating in Lord’s Day worship in the
flesh.  Supporting God’s church must be incarnational, even as Jesus came to
earth in the flesh.

One last section - Verses 14-23 are filled with evidences of Rejoicing and Terror.  Let’s
look first at verses 14-16a, which describe rejoicing.

14 - They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing;
for the majesty of the Lord
they shall cry aloud from the sea.

15 - Therefore glorify the Lord in the dawning light,
the name of the Lord God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea.

16 - From the ends of the earth we have heard songs:
“Glory to the righteous!”

Who are the people who “lift up their voice” and who “sing?” They are very likely the
“gleanings” of verse 13, and the “few men… left” (What’s another name for them? The
remnant) of verse 6.  These are the survivors of judgment pictured here.  And, they are
singing the new song of Revelation 5:9 & 10 - the song of the redeemed. “...“You (Jesus)
are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to
God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us
kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”

Verses 17-22 are filled with terror - the darkness closes in again.  Their basic idea is
the impossibility of escape for those destined for judgment.

21 - It shall come to pass in that day
that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones,
and on the earth the kings of the earth.

22 - They will be gathered together,
as prisoners are gathered in the pit,
and will be shut up in the prison;
After many days they will be punished.



The gospel of Jesus Christ is the hopeful news that Jesus has taken the punishment
of the people He came to earth to save.  Those punished in judgment receive the same
sentence that Christ having taken our sin upon Himself received.  That punishment is
hell.  Jesus descended into hell to pay for our sin debt; because He took our sin to hell,
we don’t have to experience hell for eternity. 2 Corinthians 5:21 teaches that “(God)
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him.”  When God sees us at the judgment, Christian, He sees His Son Christ Jesus, whose
blood covers our sin.

That’s the same gospel message we find throughout the pages of Isaiah.  Sin must be
punished - that means we are punished in hell forever for our sin, or Jesus pays for it.
Which is it for you?  Is Jesus your Advocate, or will you attempt to represent yourself in
the courtroom of heaven? I suggest highly that you make peace with God and seek His
forgiveness for your sins in Jesus.  You will not represent yourself well at all.  In fact, in
God’s direct presence, you won’t be able to speak; you will find yourself flat on the floor
before Him, a puddle of quivering jello.

The chapter ends with verse 23 “with a burst of light so brilliant that it shames the sun”
(Webb, 107) The last word of this chapter is noteworthy. If you’re using the NKJV, which
is the version I use from this pulpit, or the New International Version, the last word of the
chapter is “glory” - some use “gloriously.” God is glorified in the destruction of evil, sin,
and wickedness.  That describes a great number of people throughout eternity.  And it
describes those destroyed in the events of this chapter.

Next week’s text is Isaiah Chapter 25.  Read through it a few times during the week to
come.


