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In the mid-1700s, both France and England had colonies in America.  The strife between them
led to the French and Indian War, which preceded the American Revolution by a decade.  The
French colonies, having a smaller population, allied themselves with various Native American
tribes to fight the English.

During the ill-fated Battle of the Monongahela (near present-day Pittsburgh), an American
colonel exhibited remarkable courage and leadership when British forces marched into an
ambush and suffered a disastrous defeat.  The colonel’s survival was miraculous.

After the battle, he wrote his mother saying, “I…escaped without a wound, though I had four
bullets through my coat and two horses shot under me…I was not half recovered from a violent
illness that had confined me to my bed (more than) 10 days.

The Native Americans were equally perplexed at the colonel’s survival.  One of the chiefs had
repeatedly fired at him and ordered his young warriors to do the same, all of them being true
marksmen.  Chief Red Hawk claimed to have personally shot at the colonel 11 times!

Samuel Davies, a Presbyterian minister in Hanover County, Virginia preached a famous
sermon this very weekend in 1755 .  Davies preached to a company of volunteer soldiers,
encouraging the troops to bravery.  “Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and
for the cities of our God.”  He spoke of the defeat at Monongahela and reminded the soldiers
that “God governs the world.”

The eyes of providence that preserved the young colonel - Colonel George Washington -
hasn’t lost its keenness.  The hand that steers the stars and turns the pages of history is the
same one that arranges our days and bestows the grace needed for each one.”

If God were not upholding everything by the Word of His power, there would be
nothing whatsoever.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism captures this sense when it
asks in Question 11, What are God’s works of providence? The answer - “God’s works
of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all His
creatures, and all their actions.”

We come this morning to the 8th installment of our sermon series through the Old
Testament book of Isaiah The Holy One of Israel. God takes a prominent position in the
text before us, as He does throughout His holy and inspired Word.

We’ll read the chapter in its entirety.  Please stand as you are able.



Isaiah 8:1-22:
“Moreover the Lord said to me, “Take a large scroll, and write on it with a man’s pen

concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. 2 And I will take for Myself faithful witnesses to record,
Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”

3 Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son.  Then the Lord said to
me, “Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz; 4 for before the child shall have knowledge to cry
‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be taken away
before the king of Assyria.”

5 The Lord also spoke to me again, saying:

6 “Inasmuch as these people refused
the waters of Shiloah that flow softly,
and rejoice in Rezin and in Remaliah’s son;
7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings up over them
the waters of the River, strong and mighty—
the king of Assyria and all his glory;
He will go up over all his channels
and go over all his banks.

8 He will pass through Judah,
He will overflow and pass over,
He will reach up to the neck;
and the stretching out of his wings
will fill the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel.

9 “Be shattered, O you peoples, and be broken in pieces!
Give ear, all you from far countries.
Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces;
Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.

10 Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing;
speak the word, but it will not stand,
for God is with us.”

11 For the Lord spoke thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk
in the way of this people, saying:

12 “Do not say, ‘A conspiracy,’
concerning all that this people call a conspiracy,
nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.

13 The Lord of hosts, Him you shall hallow;
let Him be your fear,
and let Him be your dread.

14 He will be as a sanctuary,
but a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense
to both the houses of Israel,
as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.



15 And many among them shall stumble; they shall fall and be broken,
be snared and taken.”

16 Bind up the testimony,
seal the law among my disciples.

17 And I will wait on the Lord,
Who hides His face from the house of Jacob;
and I will hope in Him.

18 Here am I and the children whom the Lord has given me!
We are for signs and wonders in Israel
from the Lord of hosts,
Who dwells in Mount Zion.

19 And when they say to you, “Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and
mutter,” should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living?

20 To the law and to the testimony!  If they do not speak according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them. 21 They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall
happen, when they are hungry, that they will be enraged and curse their king and their God, and
look upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness, gloom of
anguish; and they will be driven into darkness.”

MP 1 - The Man with 4 Names (v. 1-4)
MP 2 - The Fall of 2 Kings (v. 5-10)
MP 3 - One Stone of Stumbling; one Rock of Offense (v. 11-22)

The chapter begins (verses 1-4) with God directing Isaiah to make up a large
sign with an interesting 4-part name written upon it - Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. It
means, “Quick to the Plunder; Swift to the Spoil.”  Isaiah was to write a message that
would be easily read by others - I wonder if it weren’t akin to a sandwich board
advertising “Eat at Joe’s?”

It’s likely you’ve heard of someone with four names? It may be that someone here
has four names, I don’t know.  Not many people have four names, that’s for sure.  Most
people have three names, fewer have only two, and a handful have one name.

Can you think of anyone who has 4 names (besides MSHB)?

● One of our Presidents had four names. Remember who? POTUS #41 - George
Herbert Walker Bush.

● A writer of classic Christian fiction is another - J.R.R Tolkien. Do you know what the JRR
stands for? John Ronald Reuel…Tolkien.

● There’s a football player who played for both the Green Bay Packers and the Chicago
Bears - Ha Ha Clinton-Dix.

● You’ll know the last one by a tune - John Jacob Jingleheimer Smith!So



Isaiah’s wife gave birth and God directed Isaiah to name their child
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.  The notable thing about the birth of this child was that God’s
timing for the king of Assyria to overrun Damascus and the northern kingdom (Israel)
would take place before this child would be able to say “Da-da” or “Ma-ma.”

Verses 1-4 introduce us to a man with 4 names. Verses 5-10 teach us about the
destiny of 2 kings.  Those two kings were Rezin of Damascus and Pekah the son of
Remaliah of the northern kingdom, Israel.  Verse 5 is short, but important.  Isaiah relates
that it was God who spoke to Him a message of judgment against His people.

Where God often spoke directly to the prophets in Isaiah’s day, God still speaks to
pastors and elders today.  God speaks by His Spirit through His revealed Word, the
Holy Bible.  By comparing what is preached with the Bible, we know that what is
preached and taught is from the Lord.

God’s message through Isaiah to His people was difficult to hear.  God was bringing
His judgment upon them.  As flood waters overflow, go over river banks (verse 7), up to
the necks of the people (verse 8), so Assyria would consume the land of Syria (King
Rezin) and Israel (King Pekah).  That judgment would include shattering the people and
breaking them in pieces (verses 9 & 10).

But in the midst of judgment and suffering, a remnant of God’s people (Judah) would
be spared.  Those trusting in Immanuel (God with Us - mentioned at the end of verse 8
and again at the end of verse 10) would be spared the ultimate destruction they
deserved apart from faith in Jesus Christ.

So far, we’ve met a man with 4 names and the terrible destiny of 2 kings who
stood against God and His people,  Next, we’ll see 1 stone of stumbling; 1 rock of
offense.

With verse 11, we see the Lord again speaks to Isaiah.  He says Isaiah should not
walk in the way of this people.  He should not be swept off his feet with the latest
conspiracy theory (verse 12) and he should not fall into the trap of fear (verse 13).
God tells Isaiah that if he gets his attention focused properly, God will be a sanctuary to
him (verse 14).  But, to both Israel and Judah, God was their stone of stumbling and
rock of offense.

Scripture applies these words to Jesus.  We read in Romans 9:32-33, “...they did not
seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law.  For they stumbled at that stumbling
stone. 33 As it is written:  “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and
whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”



The Apostle Peter also tied this to Jesus - (I Peter 2:7-8): “Therefore, to you who believe,
He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “the stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone, and a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.”

In verses 19-22 of Isaiah Chapter 8, we read what happens when people refuse to
trust and obey God.  They have God’s Word given to them, yet they refuse to consult it.
They prefer instead to consult the dead!  “Those who have rejected the clear message
(Isaiah) from God will turn in their lostness to the occult, and in so doing plunge
themselves into ever deeper darkness and ruin.” (Webb, 66-67)

As we will see, throughout his prophecy Isaiah brings up the occult, black magic, and
othere practices of the devil and his minions.  God’s people are to have nothing to do
with any of them.  A fascination with the things of the darkside must be overcome by the
light of Jesus Christ in the gospel.

Let’s apply today’s text:

1 - Do not fear.  King Ahaz of Judah feared the power and armies of Assyria.
They struck fear into his heart.  Isaiah said in response that Ahaz should rather let God
be His fear; his dread.  Roughly 365 times in the Bible, one for each day of the year,
the Bible daily reminds us not to fear the powers of this world.

2 - These are difficult times now, and they will only get worse for
you…unless you submit to God’s call on your life.

● To salvation from sin.  If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, He is
calling you to hear Him.  Repent and believe.  Turn away from your sin
and to Jesus!

● To selflessness. Christianity does not propose focusing on our selves;
rather, we are to focus upon others.  These are Paul’s words to the
Philippian church (Phil 2:3-4) - “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let
each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of
others.”

● To service among the body life of the Church.  PCA Pastor and author,
Kevin DeYoung writes, “The weakest Christians are those least connected
to the body.  And the less involved you are, the more disconnected those
following you will be.  The man who attempts Christianity without the
church shoots himself in the foot, shoots his children in the leg, and shoots
his grandchildren in the heart.” (DeYoung, The Hole in our Holiness, 132)



3 - The choice is yours; stone of stumbling and darkness, or sanctuary and
light?

- God told Isaiah not to walk in the way of His fallen people (verse 11).
- That applies also to us; our own walk with Jesus; to sit back and do nothing is to

make a decision.
- The Apostle Peter urges believers to make their calling and election sure.  The

Apostle Paul urges believers to work out their salvation with fear and trembling.

MP 1 - The Man with 4 Names (v. 1-4)
MP 2 - The Fall of 2 Kings (v. 5-10)
MP 3 - One Stone of Stumbling; one Rock of Offense (v. 11-22)

It all began at a small Cabarrus County farmhouse in North Carolina.  A farmer’s son stayed
home from church one Sunday in 1799, along his two siblings.

While playing and fishing in the Little Meadow Creek, they found a rock, the size of a shoe.
When little Conrad Reed picked up the rock, he found it was very heavy.  As any little boy would
do, he was proud to show it to his father.  His father, John Reed, took the rock to a Concord
silversmith to see if it had any value.  The silversmith quickly dismissed the idea of the rock
being valuable.

Farmer John Reed took the rock home and used it as a doorstop for three years.  Little did
Farmer Reed know this was the world’s “most expensive doorstop.”  He later found out that this
rock was in reality “17 pounds of pure gold.”  John Reed began to find more gold in that stream
and mines started popping up all over North Carolina, which became America’s first gold rush.
(from Golden Promise in the Piedmont: The Story of John Reed's Mine, by Dr. Richard F. Knapp, revised
edition, 1999.)
Wh

Just think of it, a large lump of gold used as a door-stop!  That’s my kind of rock!


