
“The Renewal of Zion”
Isaiah 4:1-6

Sunday, July 17th, 2022

Giuseppe’s Papa called him good for nothing; Little Giuseppe good for nothing.  Papa came
from a family of fishermen.  For 300 years the men in his family had been fishermen in Sicily.
Papa was a fishernam.  After he came to America, Papa wound up at Fisherman’s Wharf in San
Francisco - to become a fisherman again in the family tradition.

Eventually, Papa and Mama had 9 children - and all of the boys got their sealegs early…
except for Guiseppe.  The rocking of the small fishing boat and the smell of fish made him sick.
Guiseppe was never too sick to play with his friends.  Why then did it make him sick to help his
Papa?  Guiseppe was simply good for nothing.

In an attempt to show his Papa, Guiseppe tried other aspects of the business, like sealing the
boat and repairing the nets.  But as hard as he’d try to remain unaffected, the fish smell was still
in the gear and made Guiseppe’s already sensitive stomach even more queasy.  He quit.  He
tried every job he could get - errand boy, newspaper boy.

Papa was not impressed.  Good for nothing Guiseppe was being lazy.  Real work was helping
Papa in the fishing boat!  Eventually, Giuseppe began to believe Papa.  Maybe he really was a
good for nothing, who would never amount to anything…

We’ll stop there for now; but we’ll return to the story.  Meantime, the theme of the
passage of sacred Scripture before us this morning is renewal.  Renewal for the people
of God who were beaten down by the effects of their sin in the face of a holy God.
Isaiah here predicts that the Lord’s purpose cannot be thwarted and that the intended
glory will yet come.  We’re in the 4th sermon of an examination of the Old Testament
prophet Isaiah’s OT book named for him.

Isaiah 4:1-6:
“1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, ‘we will eat our own food

and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by your name, to take away our reproach.”
2 In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; and the fruit of the earth

shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped.
3 And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called

holy—everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed
away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by
the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, 5 then the Lord will create above every
dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the
shining of a flaming fire by night.  For over all the glory there will be a covering. 6 And there will
be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter
from storm and rain.”



These verses reveal that God’s purpose for His people is salvation, not
destruction. Verse 1 is transitional.  Many commentators believe it should be part of
chapter 3. “And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, ‘we will eat our
own food and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by your name, to take away our
reproach.” Actually, this first verse of Isaiah Chapter 4 is the end of the judgment section
opening Isaiah’s prophecy.  This is the 6th appearance so far in Isaiah of the words, “in
that day.” They are also in 2:11, 2:17, 2:20, 3:7, 3:18, in addition 4:1.

The words “In that day” speak to the very end of history, the future.  In 4:1 the future is
grim, as Jerusalem is humiliated.  There were 7 women to every man as the men were
decimated in battle.  These daughters of Zion were left to fend for themselves.  They
needed help.  But in 4:2, the future is bright.  “Here the sun breaks out from behind the
cloud.” (Henry, 863) God promises abundance in place of desolation and cleansing in
place of blood and filth: “In that day (a 7th time) the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and
glorious; and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have
escaped.”

The term “Branch” points to the Messianic salvation which the Lord makes to sprout
after the judgment.  And excellent and appealing vegetation is the sign that
accompanies it (“fruit of the earth” in verse 2).

We’ll see that term “Branch” again when we get to Isaiah Chapter 11. Jeremiah
incorporates it in chapters 23 (v. 5) and 33 (v. 15) of his prophecy, as does Zechariah in
Chapter 3, verse 8 and Chapter 6, verse 12 of his prophesy.  This Branch is from the
Lord; He will cause it to bring forth His servant.  That servant is God’s long-promised
Messiah, Jesus Christ.  He is the beautiful and glorious One.

Verse 3 back in Isaiah 4 reads - “And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and
remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded among the living in
Jerusalem.” A remnant would survive the judgment and enjoy in full measure what had
been promised to their fathers long ago.  These people will be called “holy.” “The Zion of
Isaiah’s day had become a corrupt, harlot city, but Isaiah never doubted that it was still
chosen to play a key role in the Lord’s purposes.” (Webb, 53)

Verse 4 continues, “When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and
purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of
burning,” In verses 3 & 4 together, Isaiah sees the Zion of the future inhabited by an
elect remnant, living in a city which has been purged of its moral corruption by divine
judgment.  Zion will then once more be holy - elect and faithful.” (Webb, 53)



We come now to verses 5 & 6 - “Then the Lord will create above every dwelling place of
Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming
fire by night.  For over all the glory there will be a covering. 6 And there will be a tabernacle for
shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.”

It’s not difficult to see the allusions to the exodus of God’s people from Egypt.  “At that
time, Israel was guided on its journey through the wilderness by a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night, which manifested the presence of God.  That journey was
punctuated by encampments, and at such times, the fiery cloud covered the tabernacle
like a shield.  But the ideal which they hoped for, rest in the land, had never been
perfectly achieved, even in the time of David.” (Webb, 54) That brings us to the threshold
of Chapter 5.

At the beginning of this message, I introduced you to Guiseppe, the son of a hard-working
Sicilian fisherman.  For 300 years, Giuseppe’s family labored as fishermen.  It just wasn’t for him
- he couldn’t stomach the smell.  If ever there was a candidate for renewal, it would seem
Guiseppe filled the bill.

Actually, Guiseppe would one day be the most successful member of his family!  He did not go
back to fishing.  When Guiseppe finally found something that interested him sufficiently to stay
with it, his passion for it was so great that two of his brothers quit fishing and joined him!

You’ve likely heard of Giuseppe by his American first name.  If that young man hadn’t been
too seasick to join the family business, he would have left a vacancy in baseball’s hall of fame
too great to fill:  Giuseppe - Joe - Dimaggio, Joltin’ Joe, the Yankee Clipper.

Many know of Joe Dimaggio because of his 1954 marriage to Marilyn Monroe.  But, Joe
DiMaggio was one of the best all around players ever seen in Major League Baseball history.  In
1936, his rookie season, he hit .323 - a good batting average for a season is .280.  That’s a
great first season!  In fact, his career batting average was .325!  Between 1936 and 1951, Joe
helped his team, the New York Yankees, win 9 World Series titles.  And, he missed playing 3
seasons between 1943 and 1945 because he served in the US Army Air Corps during World
War II.

In 1947, Joe made one error - one - playing center field over 141 games.  He was the Most
Valuable Player in 1939, 1941, and 1947.  He hit 361 home runs and drove in 1,537 during his
incredible career.  What is perhaps the biggest feat for this Major League Baseball Hall of
Famer - ‘the Streak’ - Joe hit safely in 56 consecutive games.  Both before and after the streak,
the closest anyone else came to hits in 56 games straight, was 44.  The streak ended on this
date - July 17 in 1941.

Nope.  Fishing just wasn’t the catch Joe DiMaggio had in mind.  He was made new - renewed
- as one of baseball’s greatest players ever.



God is able to do this with you, my friend.  If you’re not a believer in Jesus Christ, you
must be made new by God the Holy Spirit without this renewal, you cannot reside in
glory after this present life ends for you.  Turn from your selfish, sinful ways, and turn to
Jesus in faith, and you will be a renewed trophy of His grace.

Fellow believer, maybe you’ve fallen on difficult times, and you find yourself some
distance away from the Lord? Maybe you’ve backslidden and you’ve lost the intimacy
you once had with the Lord and His people.  If you are truly His, You cannot fall far
enough away from His reach.  Seek Him out - be honest - tell Him your concerns.  He
can make you whole again - renewed, restored, redeemed.  I’m happy to help you
through this.

I close with these thoughts by Jonathan Edwards on the beauty of today’s text:  “The
glorious God is manifested and shines forth in full glory, in beams of love.  And this
glorious fountain forever flows forth in streams, yea, in rivers of love and delight.  And
these rivers swell, as it were, to an ocean of love, in which the souls of the ransomed
may bathe with the sweetest enjoyment and their hearts, as it were, be deluged with
love.” (Edwards, Charity and Its Fruits)

Whenever I hear the word "renewal," I think of starfish.  After all, a starfish has the ability to
regenerate a limb.  If a starfish loses a limb, it will begin growing a new one, and sometimes in
as little as a few months, it will have a brand new leg, and you might not know it had ever been
injured.

But I learned something recently that I never knew about starfish: some species of starfish
have the ability to regrow an entire starfish from the limb that is broken off!.

Sound crazy? It sure sounded crazy to me.  Since the limb doesn't have a mouth, it lives off
stored nutrients within itself, and uses that energy to begin growing a new disk.  And eventually,
if it survives long enough, it'll grow a whole new mouth, and then it can start eating again, while
it continues regrowing the rest of its limbs.


