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It has been said that it takes a village to raise a child.  Similarly, it takes a Church to
raise disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Two Sundays ago we observed the baptism of one of our covenant children.  Typically,
parents answer declarations regarding their children’s need for salvation, and they promise to
raise them within the purview of the church family.  Then, the congregation is asked this
question, “Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the
Christian nurture of their children?”  We do well to remember that we affirmed that responsibility
when the call goes out for additional youth teachers and workers.

It is parents who are charged by God to raise their children to know Jesus as Lord.
We cannot achieve that end easily, if we attempt to do so apart from the assistance of
our church family.  Several examples of how this looks are presently ongoing within our
congregation - Sunday School, Pastor’s Class for youth who may desire to make a
profession of faith in Jesus, Wonderful Wednesday catechism instruction, Teens in
Trinty (Tnt) youth ministry, and Vacation Bible School.  Further, adults taking an active
interest in the church’s children and youth, speaking with them on Sunday mornings can
be other effective ways of ministering to children and youth.

As for those already professing saving faith in Jesus, you may think you don’t need
any help to grow in Christ.  And that would be a fiction; we all need each other.
Collectively, we have a responsibility to shepherd one another; it isn’t only the elders
responsibility, though they bear primary responsibility. Galatians 6:1 teaches us “if
anyone is caught in a transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him…”

Today, we wrap up our sermon series on the New Testament Book of James.  To this
point, we’ve covered all but the last 2 verses of the book.  And, we’ll cover those final
two verses today.  They instruct that each of us has a responsibility to the other.  We are
to confess sins and pray together, and we should exercise spiritual care for each other.

James 5:19-20:
“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let

him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save soul from death and
cover a multitude of sins.”

I find the scriptural paraphrase, The Message, to be instructive at this point: “My dear
friends, if you know people who have wandered off from God’s truth, don’t write them off.  Go



after them.  Get them back and you will have rescued precious lives from destruction and
prevented an epidemic of wandering away from God.”

The word “brethren” (“brothers”) in verse 19 appears for the 15th time in this book.
Often, James has had to remind his readers that he truly loved them, especially
necessary as we’ve followed him through this fifth chapter with its sometimes tough love
teaching.

There is similar repetition with the phrase, ”If anyone among you…” which follows
“brethren” in verse 19.  Those four words appear twice in verse 13 and another instance
in verse 14.  In verse 19, they teach us to seek after those who’ve wandered from the
truth.  A term for those who’ve wandered is “backslider.”  A backslider is someone who
is going the wrong way, spiritually.  He (or she) is regressing rather than progressing.

The response to COVID and Internet livestreaming have created a situation for those who
previously walked with the church to wander away from her.  And sadly, some have.  Some
have stopped watching the service on a screen as it takes place actually in this physical
location.  But, they also haven’t been attending worship in person.

Others in a virtual limbo; settling for something less profitable than the actual thing.  It is true
that some cannot attend in person because of illness (they shouldn’t come if they’re sick).
There are those with compromised health conditions, some who are hospitalized, those living in
nursing homes, or moved away from the local area.  Those are legit absences.

Such ones have to fight hard not to think less often about their fellow church members.  They
don’t bump into them here in the church building and have those quick conversations that lead
to longer conversations over coffee or lunch.  Those not attending in person have removed
themselves from the path of encouragement, accountability, and love.  They are weakening
spiritually (like existing on baloney sandwiches instead of feasting upon filet mignon), and they
are just a few steps from wandering away altogether.

James’ instruction here is for us to go after those who’ve wandered away from the
church and be the one who turns the wandering brother/sister back (v. 19); the one who
turns a sinner from the error of his way (v. 20).  Like helping a wanderer make a “Eternal
U-Turn.”

“If someone of the church wanders from the truth and falls into one of Satan’s traps,
we must be prepared to rescue the wayward.  If we fail to warn or speak out, we
ourselves are guilty, for God holds us responsible.” (Kistemaker, 184) That’s what we read
in Ezekiel 3:17-19, “...Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. 18 If I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor



speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person shall
die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 19 But if you warn the wicked, and
he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but
you will have delivered your soul.”

I’ve shared with you on occasion that one of my favorite Bible commentators is John Charles
(JC) Ryle who lived from 1816 to 1900 in England.  He writes about this circumstance (and I
quote him). “It is a miserable thing to be a backslider.  Of all unhappy things that can befall a
man, I suppose “backsliding” is the worst.  A stranded ship, a broken-winged eagle, a garden
overrun with weeds, a harp without strings, a church in ruins–all of these are sad sights.

But a backslider is a sadder sight still.  That true grace shall never be extinguished, and true
union with Christ never be broken off, I feel no doubt.  But I do believe that a man may fall away
so far that he shall lose sight of his own grace, and despair of his own salvation.  And if this is
not hell, it is certainly the next thing to it!  A wounded conscience, a mind sick of itself, a memory
full of self-reproach, a heart pierced through with the Lord’s arrows, a spirit broken with a load of
inward accusation—all this is a taste of hell.  It is a hell on earth.

The Bible teaches that once Jesus has saved us from the punishment of our sins, we
cannot fall out of God’s good graces.  It is not our salvation to lose; “Salvation belongs to
the Lord” (Psalm 3:8; Jonah 2:9). John gives us a picture of this in his gospel account,
verses 27-30: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.
29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”

So, if a professing believer actually does wander away and doesn’t come back, or
cannot be persuaded to come back, we must conclude that he/she wasn’t a believer in
the first place.  What terrible damage bad theology does for those tormented by it - can
you imagine worrying if that second glance, or little white lie, or harsh word spoken is
what God will use to keep you from enjoying Him now and in glory forever after? No,
dear ones, if you possess Jesus Christ, there is no way He’s going to abandon you or
lead you astray.  You cannot out sin His grace.  But you should be growing in holiness.

The letter ends with these words, “cover a multitude of sins.” This is precisely what
Jesus’ blood does for those He shed it.  His spilt blood covers us and our sins in the
judgment.  Peter speaks the same thing when we read in I Peter 4:8, “And above all things
have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”

What a topic to end on - love for the brethren.  This is a fervent love, which was the
same kind of prayer mentioned in last Sunday’s sermon text - James 5:16, “The effective,
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” Fervent means a passionate intensity;



enthusiastic, or committed.  If we love one another, we will be equipped to forgive each
other the sins we commit against one another, or the things we don’t do, but we should.

These final thoughts of James unite several themes of his epistle.  We’ve been
instructed “to pursue a sinner in order to win him to Christ is a proper response to a trial
(1:2-12).  It is a form of kindness to a brother (2:14-26), a proper use of speech
(3:1-12), and it leads people to humble themselves before the Lord (4:6-10).  James
summons us to do the word and reap the blessings (1;22-25). One more time, James
reminds us that sin leads to death, and that the gospel, the word of truth, saves the soul
(1:15, 21).” (Doriani, 204)

This brings us to the end of our study of James.  It has truly been a study in practical
theology.  As we close this study, we should examine ourselves in light of the Bible’s
teaching in these verses.  I’ll share these in the form of questions (Dr. Wiersbe’s); if
you’d like me to email them to you, text or email me and I’ll do that.

1 - Am I becoming more patient in the testings of life?
2 - Do I play with temptation or resist it from the start?
3 - Do I find joy in obeying the Word of God?
4 - Am I able to control my tongue?
5 - Am I a peacemaker rather than a troublemaker?
6 - Am I selfish when it comes to money?
7 - Do I naturally depend on prayer when I find myself in some kind of trouble?
8 - What is my attitude toward the wandering brother/sister?  Do I criticize and gossip, or

do I seek to restore him/her in love?

Adoniram Judson grew up in parsonages around Boston in the 1700’s.  He entered Brown
University at age 16 and graduated valedictorian of his class.  While there he became best
friends with Jacob Eames.  Jacob was an athiest who ridiculed Judson’s faith.  When Adoniram
returned home, he told his parents that he, too, had become an atheist.  His mother broke into
gentle sobs.  His father roared and pounded the furniture.

Hearing tales from the American frontier, Judson saddled his horse and headed west.  One
evening, weary from traveling, he stopped at an inn.  The inn keeper said, “Forgive me sir, but
the only room left will be a bit noisy.  There’s a young man next door who is awfully sick.”
Adoniram, too tired to care, took the key.

The night became a nightmare.  The tramping of feet coming and going.  Muffled voices.
Painful groans.  Chairs scraping against the floor.  Adoniram was troubled by it all, and he
wondered what his friend Jacob Eames would say about fear, illness, and death.



The next morning while checking out, Judson asked about the young man in the next room.
The innkeeper said, “I thought maybe you’d heard.  He died, sir, toward morning.  Very young.
Not more than your age.  Went to Brown University out East.”  Adoniram stiffened.  The man
continued, “His name was Jacob Eames.”

The West suddenly lost its lure, and Adoniram turned his horse toward home.  Soon he gave
his life to Christ, and shortly afterward, devoted himself to missions.  In early February 1812,
Adoniram Judson was commissioned as America’s first foreign missionary.

Judson had made an Eternal U-Turn; perhaps you need to today?  Or perhaps there
is someone you should be pursuing?


