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● School teachers have to face their problems every day, whereas bus drivers have all
their problems behind them.

● As a general rule, teachers teach more by what they are than by what they say.
● The mediocre teacher tells.  The good teacher explains.  The superior teacher

demonstrates.  The great teacher inspires.

There are two teachers in my past who stand out as great teachers (those who inspire).  Dan
Thompson and Dorothy Olson.  Dan Thompson was my high school American History teacher
and my public speaking teacher; Dorothy Olson was my English teacher all four years I was in
high school.  Interestingly, they were two of the teachers we students complained about the
most. Now, why do you think that is the case? It’s because they expected much from us, and
they had very high standards.

Perhaps no other person in my formative years instilled in me a greater love for history and
public speaking than Dan Thompson.  As he taught in the classroom, I was captivated by his
accents, and spellbound by the stories he told of our nation’s history.

When it came to public speaking, Dan was masterful in modeling for us what it means to be
an inspiring public speaker.  I remember one time, Dan brought in to class a script of a play to
help us experience what he was telling us about when it came to holding an audience’s
attention.  He had one of us students read the first line, and it went like this:

“I am in an auto camp on Route Sixty-six just west of Gallup, New Mexico.”  Here’s how Dan
read it:  “I… am in an auto camp… on Route Sixty-six… just west of Gallup, New Mexico.”  (I’ll
continue:)

“If I tell it perhaps it will help me.  It will keep me from going mad.  But I must tell this quickly. I
am not mad now.  I feel perfectly well, except that I am running a slight temperature.  My name
is Ronald Adams.  I am 36 years of age, unmarried, tall, dark, with a black mustache.  I drive a
Buick, license number 6Y-175-189.  I was born in Brooklyn…All this I know… I know that I am
at this moment perfectly sane! That it is not me who has gone mad - but something else -
something utterly.  beyond.  my.  control.  But I must speak quickly.  At any moment the link may
break.  This may be the last thing I ever tell on earth…the last night I ever see the stars…”

The noble calling of teachers and teaching is what the New Testament author James
has in mind as we come today to  the third chapter of his letter.  As I recall, the first 12
verses of this third chapter of the Biblical book we know as “James” was the sermon
text for the first sermon I ever preached.



This is also just the third sermon I’ve preached this calendar year of 2022.  For 10
consecutive Sundays, you’ve participated in sermons delivered by men from our church
family as well as some from outside of her.  I’m most grateful for the opportunity to rest,
recuperate, and revive over these last 10 weeks I’ve been on Sabbatical.  Even so, I
didn’t think about the text before us until last weekend.

In the weeks leading up to my sabbatical, we covered the first two chapters of James
in a sermon series I’ve titled James: Practical Theology. Today, we’ll look at the first two
verses of chapter 3.

James 3:1-2:
“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers for we shall receive a stricter judgment.

For we all stumble in many things.  If anyone does not stumble in word (what he says), he is a
perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.”

The February 26th 2022 issue of World magazine contained a brief interview between former
editor and Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) General Assembly) Joel
Belz.  I found the interview interesting.

Joel interviewed a boy named Teng Kur.  Teng had just finished 5th grade, and is right now
launching sixth grade studies at Cush Christian School in central west South Sudan.  Teng is a
“junior teacher” for second graders.

Teng spoke of the time he was 6 years old.  He went to school early so he could fight with
other students.  He often ran off with his friends after school because his parents beat him.
Over time, Teng began to pay attention to Scripture verses the Christian school used.
He was burdened because he didn’t know how to ask his parents forgiveness.  He was
convinced by the Holy Spirit that he needed to change and forgive.

And so he was.  He now wants to be a teacher because teachers help others.  He feels
strongly the need to be an example for others.

James begins this text by greeting his brothers “My brethren.” Six times before in
this letter, James has used this term of address (1:2, 16, 19, 2:1, 5, 14).  This letter is
not limited only to those Christian disciples in James’ immediate family.  No, it refers to
those who are brothers in Christ - fellow Christians.

From his greeting, James move immediately to a warning - not many of those
brothers ought to seek to become teachers.  OK.  Well, teachers of what? The
doctrines of the Christian faith - the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  James says that
not many should  look to become teachers of the gospel.  Commentator and pastor
Kent Hughes observes, “James is not trying to diminish the pool of teachers for the



church.  The church has never had too many qualified, Spirit-filled teachers or leaders
at any time in history.  He is rather discouraging people from taking up the task for the
wrong reasons.  The church in the United States is dying from a lack of good teachers
in its pulpits and Sunday schools, but we need teachers with right motives.” (Hughes, 128)

The reason for the warning comes immediately afterward in verse 1.  Not many
should become Bible teachers because Bible teachers face a stricter judgment.
Maybe upon first read that warning and its reason doesn’t sound fair to you.  But, it is
absolutely necessary to good order and discipline.  That stricter judgment serves to curb
dishonest, deceptive, and destructive communication.

The words we speak influence those who listen to us, and with these words we teach
others.  Therefore, we who must teach must know what to say, for Jesus said in
Matthew 12:36, “for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of
judgment.”

Jesus’ warning 6 chapters later - Matthew Chapter 18 - reveals the seriousness with
which He takes the training up of the next generations.  That chapter opens with Jesus’
disciples bringing a child to Him and asking Him, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” Do you remember His answer? “...unless you turn from your sins and become like
little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  So anyone who becomes as
humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 18:3-5)

Then comes Jesus’ warning to teachers of children in verse 6 of Matthew chapter 18 -
“...whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if
a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”

What serious business teaching is!  You may be thinking this message so far doesn’t
have much for you.  Maybe you’re not presently a teacher, or there’s no way you think
you’ll ever serve the church in a teaching role.  Don’t sell yourself short.  Consider who
the church’s teachers actually are in their several capacities:

● Certainly pastors are addressed here - preaching the Word of God properly is a very
serious need in the Church.  To do so incorrectly is to bring judgment upon one’s self.

● Elders are addressed here.  One of the Scriptural qualifications to serve the church as
an elder is to be “able to teach” (I Timothy 3:2). Elders are teachers in the church as
much as pastors.

● Bible study leaders, Sunday School teachers, and teachers in various other
ministries, like Vacation Bible School, Tnt, Bible Bunch, Wonderful Wednesday,
Polka Dot Girls are addressed here.



● If you’re a Christian parent, Scripture commands you to teach your children to know
Jesus savingly and why your kids need Him.  That was clear from the passage in
Deuteronomy Chapter 6 that Dustin read earlier this service.

● Actually, this text addresses each and every believer in Jesus Christ because God
has placed upon each of us the mantle of witnessing, testifying, and proclaiming verbally
to others the gospel of Jesus Christ.  If you’re a Christian, you’re either presently a
teacher or you’re a student on the road to become a teacher.  Embrace that reality and
seek to fulfill it in the body life of the church!

Verse 2 provides background for the reason of James’ warning of verse 1 that not
many should become teachers.  “If anyone does not stumble in word (what he says), he is a
perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.”  “Stumble” means “sin,” and the present
tense of the verb suggests repeated stumbling - “we all sin many times and in many
ways.”

If we never mis-spoke, we would be perfect - without spot or blemish. Have you ever
heard the qualifications necessary to be a “perfect pastor?”

The perfect pastor - The perfect pastor preaches exactly 10 minutes.
The perfect pastor condemns sin roundly…but never hurts anyone’s feelings.
He works from 8 AM until midnight and is also the church janitor.
The perfect pastor makes $100 a week, wears good clothes, drives a good car, buys good
books, and donates $90 a week to the church.
The perfect pastor is 29 years old and has 40 years experience.  Above all, he is handsome.
The perfect pastor has a burning desire to work with teenagers, and he spends most of his
time with the senior citizens.
He smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him
seriously dedicated to his church.
He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in his office to be handy when needed.
The perfect pastor always has time for church meetings and all of its committees.  He is
always busy evangelizing the unchurched.
The perfect pastor is always in the next church over!

While on sabbatical I engaged in some therapy.  I knew something was not right
before my sabbatical.  I didn’t realize how emotionally damaged I really was.  One of the
resources I’m using to heal from that emotional damage is the book, Emotionally
Healthy Leadership by Peter Scazzaro.  Early in that book, Scazzaro provides a list of
behaviors in a leader’s life that really scared me - because he was talking about me!
On a typical day, this is what life has been like for me:

● I check stats about the church all the time.
● I don’t sleep well because my mind is always racing.



● I have a short fuse.  It doesn’t take much to upset me.
● I am in a hurry ALL. OF. THE. TIME.
● I quickly write people off.

It’s no wonder I couldn’t rest in Christ!  The “perfect man” James refers to in verse 2 is
not someone without sin (there has only been One that fits that description!)  That
perfect person was described earlier when James writes in the fourth verse of chapter 1
- “ let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect (mature) and complete, lacking
nothing.”

Let’s bring this train into the station.  The theme of chapter 3 of James’ letter is “the
tongue.”  Teachers teach using words.  The body part most indicative of that is the
tongue - we all have one of thos.  Verse 2 further reveals that the one who is able to
perfectly hold his/her tongue is also able to bridle his entire body.

Trinity Church - God is speaking this word to us!  As a congregation, we’ve endured
much suffering, over the last couple of years.  And, we’ve done it to ourselves!  We do
not have license to tear each other down with our words, whether they are read, heard,
signed, posted, texted, emailed, whatever!

James 1:26 teaches “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.”

Your words, friend, may be the proof you are not in the Kingdom of God!

Rather, our speech must build others up - Paul put it this way in Ephesians 4:29 - “Let
no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it
may impart grace to the hearers.”

And there is that ‘G’ word - grace.  We can only do this by God’s grace.  He has been
most gracious to each of us - may we, in turn, be gracious to each other.


