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With Christmas just hours over, it’s appropriate to discuss examples of the stereo typical old
geezer who lives down the street and screams at the kids daring to cross his lawn.  Ebenezer
Scrooge is just such a cranky old man.

In Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, Scrooge operates a counting house, but he pinches
every penny he is forced to spend.  Poor Bob Cratchit, his loyal clerk, nearly freezes to death
because Scrooge allows him only a small lump of coal to warm his office.

''(Scrooge) was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone.  A squeezing, wrenching, grasping,
scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner!  Hard and sharp as flint; solitary as an oyster.''

His speech reflected his hard heart:

- “I don’t make merry myself at Christmas and I can’t afford to make idle people merry.”
- “If I could work my will, every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips

should be boiled with his own pudding and buried with a stake of holly through his heart!”
- His most famous words? “Bah, humbug!”  A wreteched man, indeed!

There’s another Christmas figure much like Scrooge. Any guesses of whom I’m
thinking? The Grinch who stole Christmas!  Here is how he is described in the song:

“You're a mean one, Mr. Grinch. You really are a heel.
You're as cuddly as a cactus. You're as charming as an eel.
Mr. Grinch! You're a bad banana with a greasy black peel!

You're a monster, Mr. Grinch. Your heart's an empty hole.
Your brain is full of spiders. You've got garlic in your soul.

Mr. Grinch! I wouldn't touch you with a thirty-nine-and-a-half foot pole!

You're a vile one, Mr. Grinch. You have termites in your smile.
You have all the tender sweetness of a seasick crocodile.

Mr. Grinch! Given the choice between the two of you I'd take the seasick crocodile!

You're a rotter, Mr. Grinch. You're the king of sinful sots.
Your heart's a dead tomato splotched with moldy purple spots.

Mr. Grinch! You're a three decker sauerkraut and toadstool sandwich with arsenic sauce!

You nauseate me, Mr. Grinch, with a nauseous super "naus"!
You're a crooked dirty jockey and you drive a crooked hoss.

Mr. Grinch! Your soul is an appalling dump heap overflowing with the most disgraceful
assortment of rubbish imaginable mangled up in tangled up knots!

You're a foul one, Mr. Grinch. You're a nasty-wasty skunk.
Your heart is full of unwashed socks. Your soul is full of gunk.

Mr. Grinch! The three words that best describe you are as follows, and I quote, "Stink, stank,
stunk"!



Today, we continue our weekly sermon series through the New Testament book of
James.  Specifically, we’ll be exploring James 2:14-19; it’s part 1 of 2 in a sermon I’ve
titled, “Faith without Works.”

James 2:14-19:
“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  Can

faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you
says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not
have works, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”  Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!”

James poses two questions to his readers in what is among the most well-known
verses in this book - James 2:14. “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works?  Can faith save him?” Some months ago, we finished a year
and a half Sunday morning sermon series working through the New Testament book of
Romans, the Apostle Paul’s magnum opus.  That book is famous for its teaching that
there is nothing we can do (no works that we can perform) as fallen human beings, to
earn a holy God’s favor.  Here’s what Paul writes, for instance, in Romans 3:28 - “...we
conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” Paul says that
salvation is sola fide, by faith alone.

Does this mean that Paul and James are inconsistent with each other? No, it does
not mean that.  Paul’s teaching about faith and works focuses on the time before
conversion, and James’ focus is after conversion. Paul writes of the biblical doctrine of
justification (the passive side of faith).  James writes of the biblical doctrine of
sanctification (the active side of faith).  Those are long, and largely unfamiliar, words in
our day.  But, we shouldn’t be ashamed to use them.  They are amazing words with
titanic implications in the life of believers in Jesus Christ.

Consider Paul’s words in his letter to the Galatian churches, Galatians 2:16 - “Yet we
know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of
the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.”

Take note of a key word that appears 3 times in this one important verse.  That word
is “justified.” Remember what justification means? Justification is an act of God's free
grace, where He pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His sight, only
because of the righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed (reckoned or accredited) to us,
and received by faith alone. (WSC, Question # 33). Another way of putting it is “God



forgiving all our sins and accepting us as righteous through Jesus Christ.” (First
Catechism, Question # 56)

In salvation, God must bring spiritually dead people to life.  The Bible teaches that no
human being is in anyway able to save himself from an eternity in hell.  We are born
without the spiritual equipment to allow us to embrace Christ for salvation.  We cannot
do enough good things to make ourselves alive in Christ.  It must begin with God - He
must take the initiative to work faith in our hearts, so that we would be capable of
eternal life.

However, once we have been justified, there must be at least traces of sanctification
happening in our lives.  Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are
renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to
die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. (WSC, #35). It is God making us more and
more holy in heart and conduct.” (First Catechism, #57)

So, when James asks, “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works?” he is asking if someone can claim to be a Christian (a justified
person) but not have any evidences in his life of it (works of sanctification).

That brings us to the first of four examples he gives in the whole of chapter 2, verses
14-26.  We’ll consider two of those today, and the other two next Sunday, Lord willing.
“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them,
“Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed
for the body, what does it profit?”

James is demonstrating that the kind of faith that utters words but produces no
deeds is useless and dead. We note the “naked and destitute” person in verse 15 is a
“brother” or “sister.” As we’ve seen many times in the first chapter and a half of this book
titled James, we’ve seen “brothers” are those who are brothers in the Christian faith.
The same is true of sisters - fellow female believers by faith in Jesus Christ.

This person is described here first as “naked.” This likely means that he/she didn’t
have adequate clothing, and his/her clothes were few or ragged, not enough to keep
warm.   The person who says “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but does not give
them the things which are needed” has a dead faith, a faith that cannot save.

This is the kind of person Jesus speaks of in Matthew 25:41-43 - “Then (Jesus) will say
to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave
Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’” True faith meets the clear and present needs
of brothers and sisters.



False (dead) faith, on the other hand, offers trite words, empty promises, and
meaningless advice.  The Apostle John pictures this in his first letter - I John 3:17-18:
“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from
him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in
tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

Ministering mercy to others will take some of your time, money, and effort.  James isn’t
here teaching that we need to do everything for our destitute brother or sister in Christ;
but he is saying that we need to do something!  It may mean running your brother or
sister on errands or appointments; it may mean having a meal together, or spending
money for their comfort or survival.

Getting back to Matthew Chapter 25, we see that’s the kind of effort Jesus’ highlight in
verses 36-40 - “I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed
You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or
naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’”

James must’ve had this in mind as he wrote this letter.  This is verse 18, “But someone
will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”  Show me your faith without your works, and I will
show you my faith by my works.” We mustn’t pull this verse out of its context.  The context
is the redeemed person - the Christian - who is already declared a child of God by God,
but who is proving his faith to be genuine by the good things done for the benefit of
others and for the glory of God.

The second example of dead faith in these verses is found in verse 19 - “You
believe that there is one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe—and tremble!”

Does it surprise you that demons believe in God? They believe in God, but demons
hate God; they are the minions of Satan.  Satan is real, and demons are real.  We show
our ignorance of Scripture if we believe otherwise.  They are very powerful, but they are
no match for almighty God.  They perform His bidding, not the other way around.  They
know their enemy, but they are powerless to defeat Him.  Yet demons are tormented
and terrified by their beliefs.  They shudder when they think of God.

To summarize James’ teaching, “Saving faith results in a distinctive life.” (Motyer, 109)
Without deeds of necessity and works of mercy as evidence of your faith, your faith,
which you may even speak passionately of, is really a dead, useless faith that puts you
on the fast track to hell.

At the beginning of this message, we looked at two ‘seasonal’ examples of mean
dudes - Scrooge and the Grinch.  But, in both stories,, they underwent a huge change.
God worked in their lives, bringing them new hearts of flesh to replace their stony



hearts.  And God breathed spiritual life into their souls.  They were transformed into
beings with new natures!

● Consider Scrooge first. These are words bursting forth from a redeemed
nature brought about by his meeting the Spirits of Christmas past, present, and
future:

○ “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”
○ “I don’t know what to do! cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the same breath,

‘I am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as merry as a
schoolboy.  A merry Christmas to everybody!  A happy New Year to all the world!
Whoop!  Hallo!”

○ Scrooge’s  demeanor changes.  His face is full of joy instead of meanness.  He
gives his clerk Bob Cratchit a raise and he sends a turkey to Cratchit's family for
Christmas.  Scrooge’s faith was real and alive - the works support that assertion!

● Next, consider the Grinch.  Hating the singing at Christmas of the Whos down
in Whoville, the grinch became a kind of reverse Santa Claus, who went down
the chimney of houses and took things from beneath the Christmas trees he
found.  He accumulated quite a load.  But, the next morning, the Whos down in
Whooville sang even with NO presents!  That caught him quite by surprise!

Maybe Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more!

And what happened then? Well, in Whoville they say
That the Grinch's small heart grew three sizes that day!

And then the true meaning of Christmas came through,
And the Grinch found the strength of ten Grinches, plus two!

And now that his heart didn't feel quite so tight,
He whizzed with his load through the bright morning light

With a smile to his soul, he descended Mount Crumpet
Cheerily blowing "Who! Who!" on his trumpet.

He road into Whoville. He brought back their toys.
He brought back their floof to the Who girls and boys.

He brought back their snoof and their tringlers and fuzzles,
Brought back their pantookas, their dafflers and wuzzles.

He brought everything back, all the food for the feast!



And he, he himself, the Grinch carved the roast beast!


