
The Lord’s Day – December 5th, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
“‘Perseverance,’ not ‘eternal security,’ is the traditional Reformed term used to convey 

the truth that a true Christian will remain true to the faith. The term perseverance 
takes seriously the fact that the Christian life is a struggle. We struggle against sin 
and doubt over the course of our lives in order to remain in faith. In the end, any 

confidence in our security has to come from the One who does not change.” 
April 19th, 2004, Tabletalk 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE – “The Coventry Carol”                                        Becky Young, Flutist   
     Traditional English Melody Arranged by Mark Hayes         
   

                   God Calls Us to Worship Him (John 4:23-24)                                      

CALL TO WORSHIP – Psalm 33:1-8                                           Elder Troy Young 
 

ADVENT DEVOTION – Troy Young Family 
 

* OPENING HYMN - # 198 - “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”   On Screen 
 

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
* LORD’S PRAYER 
   “Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen.”      
 

The Confession of our Faith (Luke 12:8) 

THE WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM – Questions # 32 & # 36 
 

     LEADER:  (Q. 32) What benefits do those who are effectually called 
                      partake of in this life? 
 

     PEOPLE:  Those who are effectually called partake in this life of  
                      justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the  
                      various benefits which either accompany or flow from 
                      them in this life. (Romans 8:30; Ephesians 1:5; 1Corinthians 1:30) 
 

     LEADER:  (Q. 36) What are the benefits that accompany or flow from 
                      justification, adoption, and sanctification? 
 

     PEOPLE:  The benefits that accompany or flow from 
                      justification, adoption, and sanctification in this life 
                      are assurance, of God’s love, peace of conscience,  
                      joy in the Holy Spirit, increase of grace, and  
                      perseverance in it to the end. 
                                       (Romans 5:1-2 & 5; Proverbs 4:18; 1 John 5:13) 
 

The Confession of Sin (I John 1:9) 

CALL TO CONFESSION – “Wash yourselves and make yourselves clean;  

  remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil;  
  learn to do good; seek justice; correct oppression; bring justice to the  
  fatherless; plead the widow’s cause.”                                (Isaiah 1:16-17) 
                                                                

   SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

   CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN  
       Holy God, Father of Light in whom there is no shadow of turning, we 
   come before you wholly aware of our sin and rebellion. We like to shrink its  
   awfulness by assuring ourselves of your forgiving grace – so we can sin 
   with a clear conscience. But that is most assuredly not right. We like to 
   reduce the severity of our sin by calling it mistakes or by saying everybody 
   does it. But your standard of righteousness is far higher than that. In fact, 
   you challenge us to be perfect as you are perfect. Forgive us, Father,  
   based on Jesus’ completely sufficient sacrifice for our cleansing. Forgive us 
   for the many ways we perpetuate injustice in our homes and community.  
   Make us aware of these injustices that we might confess and repent.  
   Forgive us where we have ignored the widows and orphans in our midst.  
   Forgive us where we have neglected to do good. Teach us, Lord, that we 
   may be ambassadors of Jesus’ love to those around us. Thank you for your 
   forgiving grace. In Jesus name, we ask it, Amen. 
 

    ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE – “‘Come now, let us reason together,’  
   says the LORD, ‘though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
   snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.’”  
                                                                                                         (Isaiah 1:18) 
          

    * HYMN OF RESPONSE - # 196 - “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”      OS 
                                                                                                          

     The Collection (I Corinthians 16:2) 

    Website - trinitychurchaledo.com.  Click the “online giving” tab and follow  
    the instructions to download the app, or to give via Givelify, 
    Mail to Trinity Presbyterian Church, PO Box 3, Aledo, IL 61231 
    Place in offering plates @ the sanctuary or fellowship hall entrances. 
 

    OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                    Elder Young     
      

     OFFERTORY – “In the Bleak Midwinter” By Gustav Holst & Arranged by Mark Hayes 
 

    * HYMN OF PREPARATION – “Ancient Words”               See Insert & On Screen 
 

The Ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4) 

     PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                       Elder Young 
                

     SERMON TEXT – 1 Peter 1:3-12               
              

    SERMON -                              “Life Lock”                             Elder Larry McAuley 
                       

    * HYMN OF RESPONSE - # 708 - “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”          OS 
                                                                                                                           

     * THE BENEDICTION  
     * THE POSTLUDE  
           _____________________________________________________________ 

     (* - The congregation is invited to stand, if able.) 


