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Sermon Intro 

Movie trivia – John Wayne in “Who Shot Liberty Valence” – used Pilgrim 25 times in referring to Ransom Stoddard. 

I don’t claim to be a movie buff, but I did remember that Pilgrim was a term John Wayne liked to use. The term will 

loom large in our discussion today – along with election- thus, the title of today’s message. 

Election Day 2019 set off quite a firestorm of protests and dissension – that echoes until today. Interest in and 

response to elections depends pretty much on the offices up for grabs, the political stakes, how long the office 

holder will be in office, as well as a host of other factors.  

But – there was an Election Day in eternity past when God elected all those who would spend eternity with Him. 

We see that in Ephesians 1:4 – “even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and blameless before Him in love.” That election is uncontestable because the purposes of God will stand. He 

is unchangeable and sovereign. No one can thwart His purposes. Nevertheless, election remains a contested 

doctrine in some circles. 

This morning, we are going to start a journey through the letters of 1st and 2nd Peter. At the rate I get to stand 

before you, this journey could last several years! It might be good to keep notes so we can pick up next time where 

we leave off this time. 

In my daily devotional reading, I have run across passages from 1st and 2nd Peter several times in recent months 

and have been impressed with the doctrine, theology, exhortation, and teaching in these short letters written by 

the Apostle Peter for general distribution to the churches scattered around the Mediterranean area in the first 

century after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.  

Peter wrote to encourage these first century Christians as they experienced persecution in the form of insults, 

slanderous accusations, beatings, social ostracism and more. Jesus promised His followers that they would 

experience trouble in this life. If you are looking for a trouble-free life, you will not find it as a follower of Jesus. 

Even if things have not generally reached the point of physical persecution here, the current cultural situation is 

certainly dead set against Jesus, His followers, His teaching, and His being the one, all-exclusive way to salvation. 

But when you are troubled by what seems like unfair criticism, being dissed in the workplace, spurned by your 

relatives, judged for what you believe, being preached at may not be what you want to hear. So just how does 

Peter go about encouraging these troubled and bewildered believers in the early church – as well as us today?  

We are going to begin to find out! Pilgrims, in honor of the one whose Word this is, please stand as I read First 

Peter chapter 1, verses 1 and 2 – 1 Peter 1:1-2: 

Scripture Intro 

Peter jumps right into some weighty issues. It’s like he bounces once on the high dive board and then plunges! The 

bounce is in the first phrase where he establishes who he is – Peter – and his credentials – an Apostle of Jesus 

Christ.  

What is an apostle? We don’t use that word much these days. Generally speaking, an apostle is a messenger or 

representative. Bet you never thought of your state representative as an apostle! In the New Geneva Study Bible 
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notes at 2 Corinthians 1 verse 1, we find that “an apostle was an eyewitness of the Resurrection who had been 

personally appointed by Christ to govern the early church and to teach or write with authority.” God is speaking to 

us through the Apostle Peter TODAY. That is why we stand when we read the text for the day – what we are 

reading is not just any book, not just any words, but God’s holy Word given to us through His assigned people – 

some 40 Spirit-inspired writers writing over a period of 1500 years. 

And then Peter plunges into some wonderful doctrine! A sentence or two about each key word in these first 2 

verses of the text for today. (I set out to cover verses 1 through 12, but got stuck in the richness of the first 2 

verses!) The key words I want to highlight, for they are significant, are pilgrim, dispersion, elect, foreknowledge, 

sanctification, obedience, and sprinkling. 

 

Pilgrim – Other versions may say exiles, foreigners, sojourners, strangers, aliens, temporary residents or refugees. 

The Greek word used here literally means someone passing through, but still with personal relationships with 

people in the area. I wonder how many of us feel like pilgrims here in Aledo? Most of us have significant family 

connections here that make us feel pretty rooted. Some have family farms here, generations of relatives, and 

community relationships that go back many, many years. Some of us are “just a-passin’ through.” In a way, we 

should all have a heaven-ward mindset. Not totally disregarding where we live. After all, we are to be IN the world 

but not OF the world.  

But if you think about the things that tend to cause you the most worry – farm, taxes, house maintenance, rent, 

mortgage, job – these are all temporary things. If we can keep in mind that we are pilgrims, sojourners, temporary 

residents, this might contribute to our sense of peace realizing that the essence of our being is not bound to these 

temporal things, but rather, to our eternal relationship with God. The essence of our being, YOUR being, resides 

not in temporal things or relationships, but in your eternal relationship with God.  

Pilgrim, what is some practical thing where you need the Holy Spirit to help you become more heavenly minded, to 

have more of an eternal perspective on life?  

 

Dispersion is the next highlighted word. Some texts might say diaspora. This literally means scattering seed and 

refers to how the Jews were scattered by the great persecution in the first century. We are seeing a great 

dispersion today, too. Over 79 million people have been forcibly displaced today – either within their own country 

or across international borders.  

How for granted we take our peaceful existence here in Aledo! Can you imagine hurriedly gathering up what you 

can CARRY and starting off on foot to some far-off destination not knowing for sure what you will find along the 

way, or when you get there – or even where “there” is! Some of us may feel displaced by virtue of where we stand 

on certain issues, or messy family dynamics, or unable to find work here and having to move to another 

community. It all adds to the sense of temporariness that belongs to us as pilgrims. Do you feel like a pilgrim? 

SHOULD you feel like a pilgrim? Where is God sending YOU out of your comfort zone? 

Last Sunday was the international day of prayer for the persecuted church. How far away those brothers and 

sisters in Christ seem. It is difficult to fully appreciate all they are experiencing. May the Spirit burden us daily to 

pray for these folks – people with whom we will spend eternity. I, for one, hope we get an opportunity to sit at 

their feet when we gather in Christ’s manifested Kingdom to learn from them and to honor them for their 

faithfulness in extreme circumstances. 
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Elect – ah, now we are getting into the good stuff! Chosen. Who doesn’t want to be chosen?! From our infancy, we 

want to be chosen – the one to sit on Mommy’s lap to hear the bedtime story. The one to sit on Daddy’s lap 

behind the steering wheel and guide the car or tractor. The first one to show off our pet turtle or science project in 

show-and-tell at school. We want to be chosen as class president or to get the lead part in the school play. To be 

team captain. We WANT to be chosen.  

And you know what? As a follower of Jesus Christ, a believer, a forgiven sinner who trusts Jesus for all eternity, you 

ARE chosen, pilgrim. God has chosen you from before the beginning of time. Yes, you had a choice, you made a 

choice, to follow Jesus, but that choice was enabled by God’s prior choice of you – a choice based entirely on His 

own good pleasure – and the Holy Spirit breathing life into you so that you COULD choose. God’s sovereign and 

gracious election precedes our genuine, Spirit-enabled choice. Jonah 2:9 summarizes the whole Gospel when it 

says, “Salvation is of the Lord.” 

We know what an honor it is to be chosen by someone we respect for a position we are fit to fill and desire to 

carry out. Can you even begin to imagine what an honor it is to be chosen by Almighty God to be one of His forever 

children, a child of the KING – a princess, a prince?! And if we are so chosen - and as followers of Jesus, we ARE – 

then we must ACT like children of the King living our lives with dignity and integrity. As we are forgiven, forgiving 

others. As we are blessed, blessing others. Not returning evil for evil, but blessing those who curse us and doing 

good to those who hate us. With the honor of being chosen by God comes great responsibility – to be 

ambassadors for Jesus in this broken and lost world.  

How are you doing in that ambassadorship? Where in your life do you need to live more like a child of the King? 

How you spend your time? Your money? Where you go on the internet? Ask the King to show you where you need 

to change to be more like Him. His Spirit will show you – and enable you to change. 

 

Foreknowledge is the next word up. Another heavy word fraught with various viewpoints. In the original Greek 

language of this text there is a Greek word you already know – prognosis. The “pro” part refers to before and the 

“gnosis” part refers to knowledge. When we go to the doctor and he or she diagnoses a condition, we then want to 

know the prognosis – the outcome, the direction, what to expect. We want to know, in other words, before time, 

ahead of time.  

Sometimes the people on the news who tell us about the weather may be referred to as prognosticators – telling 

us what is going to happen before it actually happens. That is one aspect of the word prognosis or foreknowledge. 

But when we speak of God’s knowing something ahead, it is not in the sense of merely knowing some facts ahead 

of time. It is in the sense of predetermining the outcome – causing the outcome. God’s knowing ahead of time 

predetermines the outcome.  

When some read that we are elect according to God’s foreknowledge, they take that to mean that God looked 

down the corridors of time, saw who would become a believer and elected them on that basis. If that is true, then 

who is in charge of our salvation? Us! Would you want your eternal destiny to rest on your own ability to choose 

Christ? Heck! We can hardly decide what to wear some days! We change our minds about our favorite color or 

food. We fall into and out of love. We are very fickle creatures! 

No! I want my salvation, my eternal destiny to rest on God’s electing grace according to His sovereign pre-

determination, pre-causing, of my salvation. He is in charge of my salvation. As that last part of the verse in Jonah 

2:9 says, “Salvation is of the LORD.” And because it is all and only of Him, my eternal destiny and yours are 

eternally secure. Our eternal destiny in Christ is eternally secure. God does not change His mind.  

Are you confident of your eternal destiny? On what does your confidence rest? Going forward at youth camp? 

Being baptized? Church membership certificate? Being a good person? All of those things are subject to 
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circumstances, our own interpretation, or other human conditions. Or does your eternal destiny rest on Jesus’ 

finished work on the cross and your Spirit-enabled taking hold of that gracious gift by faith? Jesus is the ONLY way 

to the Father, to salvation from the awful penalty of sin. Jesus is the ONLY way to forgiveness and being counted 

righteous by God the Father and welcomed into His perfect presence. Your response of faith results from God’s 

electing grace according to His foreknowledge – His pre-causing, pre-conditioning, pre-determining your response, 

your choice of trusting Jesus alone. 

 

Sanctification, the next word in the list. Now that’s a word I’m sure you use several times every day! It is the 

process of making sanctified, holy, set apart. We set things apart for special use all the time. Some of us have good 

dinnerware we use only for special occasions. Or we reserve certain clothes for certain uses – we don’t wear our 

Sunday best to go swimming or to muck out the horse barn. Probably not many of us muck out horse barns 

anyway, but you get the picture! We, believers in Jesus Christ, have been set apart by God’s electing grace for a 

special purpose. We’ll get to that purpose in a minute, but I want us to think about the wonderful privilege of 

being set apart by God’s electing grace.  

If God had not first chosen you to be one of His forever children, you would not have chosen to trust Jesus. It’s that 

simple. Left to our own devices, lost in sin as we are without Christ, we would never choose to follow Jesus. John 

3:19 says, “(T)his is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their works were evil.” Genesis 6:5 says that God saw that the thoughts of all people were only evil all 

the time. Romans 3:10-12 echoes Psalm 14:1-3 – “None is righteous, no, not one, no one understands, no one seeks 

God. All have turned aside, together they have become worthless, no one does good, not even one.” 

So, what is the solution? God created us to worship Him, love Him, and enjoy Him, but we chose to stumble 

around in the darkness trying to make our own way. God is just so our rebellion has to be dealt with. But the due 

reward for rebellion in God’s economy is death. If we are dead, we can’t worship Him, love Him or enjoy Him. God 

can’t just ignore sin. He is just. So out of His immense grace and love, He came to be one of us, born of a woman 

just as we all are, fully man, yet fully God. Fully human because it is humans who owe the debt for their sin, but 

cannot pay that debt. Fully God because only God is perfect and able to pay that debt – a debt He did not owe.  

Jesus, the Son of God, gave himself on the cross to pay our debt, yours and mine, so that we can be saved from the 

eternal consequences of our sin. This Good News is summarized for us in John 3:16-18 - 16 “For God so loved the 

world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” 

God has set us aside, fellow pilgrims, sanctified us, so that we can love, worship, and enjoy Him. In fact, God’s work 

of sanctification is so important, so central to who He is that one of His Hebrew names in the Old Testament is 

Jehovah-Who-Sanctifies. And the Holy Spirit continues working in us helping us to become more and more like 

Jesus. As we grow in our walk with Jesus, we gradually overcome those sins that so easily beset us. We learn to rely 

on the Holy Spirit and God’s Word to strengthen us. God draws us ever closer even as we draw closer to Him as we 

read in James 4:7 and 8 – “Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Come near to God and He will come near to 

you.” 

Are you growing closer to God? What would help you to love Him more, enjoy Him more? What hinders your 

growth? Is there some unconfessed or habitual sin in your life that is keeping you from being set apart, holy? Sin is 

dangerous, stupid, and deadly! Throw it away! Draw close to God in worship, love, and enjoyment! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203:16-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126a
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The next word, obedience, flows naturally from sanctification. We can’t make progress in sanctification without 

obedience. In fact, that is why we are elected, chosen, by God. Look at the sentence again – “to the pilgrims (that’s 

us) – elect according to God’s foreknowledge (His predetermination) in sanctification of the Spirit – FOR 

obedience. Obedience is the purpose of our sanctification. We have been set apart FOR obedience. 

Obedience probably isn’t our favorite word – especially when applied to ourselves!  We want OTHERS to obey the 

laws – for our convenience – but we like to think those laws don’t apply to us. We expect our children to obey – 

right now! Without hesitation or argument. But it’s OK if I move in with my boyfriend, or copy somebody else’s 

term paper or don’t report all my income. Why do we think we are getting by with something when our whole 

lives are lived coram Deo, before the all-knowing gaze of our heavenly Father? Why do we think we get a pass 

when we disobey His clearly stated will for our lives? Why do we so blatantly disobey – especially when we know 

that Jesus had to pay such an awful price for our rebellious disobedience?  

We have the immeasurable privilege of having been chosen by God Almighty to be His own forever children. We 

have been chosen FOR obedience. This is not an obedience strictly from a sense of duty, though there IS that. It is 

primarily an obedience out of love for God and all He has done for us.  

What has He done? First of all, He has chosen us – from wherever we are scattered. He has chosen us effectively – 

that is, with His choice based on His own good pleasure, His predetermined will, and the sanctifying work of His 

Holy Spirit, we WILL respond to His Gospel call. And that Gospel call is not simply words – it is based on the 

finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, completely satisfying God’s just demand for payment for our ENTIRE sin 

debt. If that is not reason enough for our thankful obedience, then I don’t know what is! 

Many of us have had teachers in school we admired and for whom we wanted to do our best work just to please 

them. I am told that in the military, that if a commander is respected by the soldiers under him or her, they will put 

their lives on the line to follow them into grave danger obeying all their orders. Some of us may remember obeying 

our parents just for the joy of making them happy.  

Our best parent, our heavenly Father, desires our obedience. We show our love for Him by obeying. When we are 

in right relationship with Him, there is a settled joy that reflects His joy in us. Remember those precious words in 

Zephaniah 3:17? “The LORD your God is in your midst, the Mighty One will save: He will rejoice over you with 

gladness; He will quiet you with His love; He will rejoice over you with singing!” Wow! What amazing love! That the 

Creator of all the universe loves YOU and delights in YOU, and sings over YOU! 

Out of gratitude to God for all He has done for you, where do you need to address areas of obedience in your life? 

Habits of thought? The way you speak to your spouse? Your attitude about work? Is there some service the Spirit 

has been nudging you to do to serve your church family or the community that you have been ignoring? Where is 

God calling YOU to obey, in order to show your love for Him, your delight in Him? 

 

Finally there is a phrase that is a bit puzzling – we are elect according to God’s foreknowledge in the sanctification 

of the Spirit for obedience AND sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. The thing that comes to mind right away for 

me when I hear the word sprinkling is the sacrament of baptism. Baptism signifies union with Christ and His family 

in the covenant community. It doesn’t save us, but signifies our union through trusting what He has done for us in 

the voluntary shedding of His blood, giving of His life – His life for yours, His life for mine – in payment for our sin 

debt.  

The Bible tells us there is no remission (that is, canceling of debt) for sin without the shedding of blood. Blood was 

shed in God’s providing an animal skin covering  for Adam and Eve after they fell into sin and tried covering 

themselves with leaves. In the Old Testament, the priest would dip a hyssop branch in the blood of the sacrificed 

animal and sprinkle that blood on the altar, the Tabernacle furnishings and the people to sanctify them, to show 



6 
 

they had been set apart by God’s covenant. Set apart to be a separate people, a holy people, HIS people. In the 

New Covenant, baptism signifies our being set apart. We no longer use blood in our worship, for Jesus’ blood was 

the final and wholly sufficient blood sacrifice.  We are baptized signifying our union with Christ and our 

communion with the church visible and invisible – the church in all times and all places. What a great privilege! 

Have you been sprinkled by the blood of Christ? Baptized into the covenant community of those who trust Jesus? If 

not, what is stopping you? There is no greater privilege in all the world than to belong body and soul to the very 

One who created you! To know without a shadow of a doubt that your sins are forever totally forgiven and no 

longer held against you. To know that when your time comes to stand before your Maker, Jesus will be standing by 

you vouching for you, and welcoming you into His eternal Kingdom. If you have been baptized, how are you living 

out that covenant relationship? Living in obedience, living a life that is different than the world around, living for 

Jesus a life that is true, striving to please Him in all you do? 

 

Something we have seen in these couple of verses is the work of Father, Son and Holy Spirit all working together to 

save us. God the Father chooses us. He has planned our salvation from before the beginning of time. And not only 

our salvation, but He has planned the work you will do – work that will please Him, glorify Him and bless others.  

Jesus, the Son, has purchased your salvation with His blood. But He didn’t stay dead when He died on the cross. He 

rose again, the first of all who will live and reign with Him in His perfect Kingdom. And even now, He is sitting by 

God in Heaven interceding for you and you and you.  

And God the Holy Spirit breathes life into us so that we can respond to God’s electing call and Jesus sacrificial 

death – responding in faith and trust. The Spirit applies the salvation planned by the Father and paid for by the 

Son. Our particular part of the body of Christ, this congregation, is called TRINITY Presbyterian in honor of God the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the one God who saves us for His glory and our eternal benefit. We owe Him a debt of 

praise and honor, obedience and worship. Oh, that we would live our lives consistently to His honor and glory! 

Peter finishes his introductory words to his letter with this joyous phrase – “Grace to you and peace be 

multiplied!” I dare say that if we are constantly aware of these 7 words we’ve expanded on this morning, we would 

also be constantly aware of God’s grace showered on us and His peace that passes all understanding. A peace that 

will fill your thoughts and attitudes no matter what situation you are in – financial troubles, health issues, domestic 

problems.  

 

We have said a lot of words about a few words this morning – pilgrim, election, foreknowledge, sanctification, 

obedience, sprinkling, and Trinity. Each of these words has deep significance for our walk with God and with our 

fellow man. Each of these words demands a response. You may not remember all these words every moment of 

every day, but I pray that one or two of them will resonate with where you are in your faith walk today and in the 

coming days and that you will respond to the nudging of the Holy Spirit to act, to change something in your life, to 

grow in holiness and the image of Jesus.  

Pilgrim, may God’s grace be poured out on you every day and His peace permeate your every thought! 


