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It’s good for us to have heroes.

Since the first signs of the COVID-19 pandemic, healthcare workers of all sorts have been our
heroes for their selfless and untiring devotion to their patients’ health, often at real expense to
their own safety.  We have some in attendance here this morning - let’s recognize them with our
thanks in applause!

Next Saturday is the 20th anniversary of the September 11th, 2001 terrorist attack on
America. Who can ever forget the sight of brave fire and rescue, EMT, and police first
responders running into the crumbling twin towers in New York City as everyone else was going
out? Heroes!

Then there are the 13 American military personnel killed a week and a half ago in Afghanistan
in support of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel.  Among the 11 Marines killed:

● Sgt. Nicole Gee, 23, of Sacramento, California, assigned to Combat Logistics Battalion
24, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

● Navy Corpsman Maxton Soviak, 22, of Berlin Heights, Ohio, assigned to 1st Marine
Division, Camp Pendleton, California.  His final words to his mother over FaceTime after
she told him to be safe, were “Don’t worry mom, my guys got me.  They won’t let
anything happen to me.”  Soviak leaves behind 12 brothers and sisters.

● Army Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss, 23, of Corryton, Tennessee assigned to the 9th PSYOP
Battalion, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.  Heroes!

During World War II, Josefina Guerrero of the Philippines was an allied spy.  She was on our
side!  For all the secret maps and messages she carried back and forth across enemy lines, she
was never apprehended, never searched once.

Joey was the toast of Manila.  She was young, pretty, vivacious; her husband was a wealthy
medical student.  Everything was going Joey’s way.  That was before the war.

After the Japanese invaded the Philippines, Josefina worked to help the internees and the US
prisoners of war, bringing them food, clothing, medicines, and messages.  When the Americans
landed on Leyte, Josefina offered to become a spy.

On her first mission, she mapped the waterfront fortifications of the Japanese and the
locations of enemy anti-aircraft batteries.  Armed with nothing more than a sketchpad and a
pencil, she prowled the restricted areas, drawing all that she saw. On September 21, 1944, the
American bombers used her map to take out the Japanese defenses in Manila Harbor.

“Joey,” as she affectionately was called, accomplished many near-impossible tasks.  For three
years, Joey continued her cloak and dagger career.  Then one day the war was over, and with it
ended Joey’s job as a spy.  There’s more - we’ll come back to it in a few moments.



In light of today’s sermon text - Psalm 15 - we learn that heroes are people of high
character, internally and externally.

Psalm 15:
“Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle?
Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
2
He who walks uprightly,
And works righteousness,
And speaks the truth in his heart;
3
He who does not backbite with his tongue,
Nor does evil to his neighbor,
Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;
4
In whose eyes a vile person is despised,
But he honors those who fear the Lord;
He who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
5
He who does not put out his money at usury,
Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never be moved.”

These five verses teach us what those with Christian character do, and what they do
not do.  The Psalmist David begins in verse 1 asking two questions which are
essentially identical.  Verses 2-5 include 11 answers to the question.

Here’s David’s question from verse 1 - “Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle?  Who
may dwell in Your holy hill?” The word “abide” means to sojourn (temporarily) as a
stranger, while the term “dwell” suggests a permanent residential status. “Tabernacle”
means “tent.” Before the temple was built, the symbol of God’s dwelling with His people
was a tent.  The “holy hill” is Mount Zion (Jerusalem) where the temple was located.  So,
the Psalmist asks who can have access to God or who can have fellowship with God.

This is where verses 2-5 come in.  In these verses, David examines 11 characteristic
traits of the godly person.  Those in verses 2 & 4, covers behaviors one does, and
verses 3 & 5, which are behaviors one does not do.

This is verse 2 again - “He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the
truth in his heart;” These are the godly person’s tendencies.  They reflect his (her)
lifestyle and typical conduct.  Those who walk thusly, work thusly, and speak thusly may
dwell with the Lord in His holy hill.

What David does here in verse 2 is to identify the godly person’s character.  He or she
is actively engaged in doing righteousness (seeking justice, doing rightly).  To use a
New Testament expression of the idea, the godly person is one who feeds the hungry,
gives drink to the thirsty, welcomes the stranger, clothes the naked, cares for the sick,



and visits the prisoner.  Commentator Dale Ralph Davis notes, “Here is the tone of the
life of God’s worshiper: he lives out of heart surrender to God and both the external and
internal aspects of his life are consistent with that commitment.” (Davis, 45)

Moving into verse 3, we see some things God’s man doesn’t do. “He...does not
backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against
his friend;” These three associate with the godly person’s speech.

What does it mean to not backbite with your tongue? It means not to talk about
someone else maliciously; it is to attack the character or reputation of a person not
present.  The man or woman of Christian character doesn’t do evil to a neighbor.
Scripture describes a “neighbor” as anyone in need of our help.

I think of the Parable of the Good Samaritan - where would I find that in the Bible?
Luke’s gospel account - Luke Chapter 10:25-37.  Jesus described a man traveling from
Jerusalem to Jericho.  On the way he was attacked by robbers.  The robbers took his
clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead.  A priest came down the same
road, but when he saw the beaten man he angled across to the other side.  Then a
Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided the injured man.

A Samaritan traveling the road came on him.  When he saw the man’s condition, his
heart went out to him.  He gave him first aid and bandaged his wounds.  Then he lifted
him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable.  In the morning he
took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of
him.  If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’

The neighbor was the one who had mercy on the beaten man and helped him.  The
priest and the Levite did evil to their neighbor - they wouldn’t stoop to help him, so in
doing nothing, they did evil to him.  Remember the words of Romans 13:10 - “Love does no
harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”

Finally, the godly person doesn’t take up a reproach against a friend.  A reproach is a
reason to find fault. What kind of lowlife looks to shortchange or harm those who love
and care for him? The term “friend” is synonymous with the word “neighbor” earlier in this
verse.

Allow me a couple of questions to help apply the Scripture to your life. Do you treat
others with respect, especially those who have a less important position in life than you
do?  Are you mean? Parents - grandparents - we must take great care when we talk
about other people at the dinner table with our children and grandchildren present.  To
run another person, especially a fellow Christian, an elder, or pastor through the mud
while our children are within earshot is to invite them to speak of us the same way.

Verses 4 provides three more marks of God-fearing people.  They despise vile (foul,
nasty, unpleasant) people; they honor those who fear the Lord, and they swear to their
own hurt (meaning they keep their word even if it is not to their advantage to do so.



Imagine, for example, getting an estimate from a painter to have your house painted; you
agree to give him the job.  In the meantime, you discover that a friend of a friend is willing to do
the same work for substantially less.  But you refuse to renege on our original commitment; you
may be the loser financially, but you are committed to keeping your word. (Davis, 47)

Verse 5 includes two traits from the world of finance that godly people do not engage
in - charging interest on what they’re owed from a fellow believer in Jesus Christ, and
not taking bribes from others. What are we to do with the person who charges you
mileage when he drives you to a restaurant in the Quad Cities to eat?  “Dutch treat” not
only applies to the meal, but to the car ride! Really?

Some because of the nature of their work are especially prone to the pressure of
others to do something against their conscience.  Those who control the purse strings of
the operation are promised a cut of the action if they do some “under the table”
financing or keep something from appearing in the books.

Before we close, we do well to consider two last questions.

#1 - Where am I in this psalm?  Where are you in this psalm?  Are we abiding in the
loving presence of the Lord - in his tabernacle upon his holy hill? If you are, praise God
for His keeping power; the promise of this psalm is if you do the things in it, you will
never be moved!  If you are not, then you must seek the Lord while He may be found.

#2 - Where is the Lord in this psalm? He’s all over it - He is the one who is able to
demonstrate each of these character traits to the fullest.

Remember Josefina, the World War II Philippine spy I mentioned at the beginning of this
message? She was a heroine.  There’s more to her story we need to explore.

A grateful US War Department awarded Joey the Medal of Freedom with silver palm for
having saved “untold” American lives.  Visiting the United States, Joey was presented with a
Catholic medallion by Francis Cardinal Spellman for her “valorous and heroic actions.”

But, if there was one testimony to her ultimate success in espionage, it was that Joey lived to
tell about it.  Josefina Guerroro was never caught.  Stopped many times by suspicious
Japanese, she was never apprehended, never even searched.

For Joey had a secret weapon, an unconditional insurance policy to which any other spy
would be unlikely to subscribe.  An impenetrable barrier.  Her unfailing deterrent to those who
would detain her was an authentic disease.  Joey was afflicted with leprosy!

Though her leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) was prevalent, it was not also contagious.  The
Japanese didn’t know that, so they let her go every time she came to a border or checkpoint.

As you manifest the behaviors we looked at in Psalm 15, you will become/remain a
hero to those who know and love you.  Children should be able to look up to their



parents, pastors, teachers, and others in authority positions.  They need godly people
with Christian character.  So do we all.


