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Do you remember the full name of each of the first four books of the New Testament?
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).  They are often spoken of as the four gospels.  That’s
not entirely correct, if by that we are to understand them as four different gospel
accounts.  You know, like the gospel of Matthew, the gospel of Mark, the gospel of Luke,
and the gospel of John.  Rather, these first four books of the New Testament are four
different perspectives of the one gospel account found in the Bible, the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

So, their full names are the Gospel According to Matthew, the Gospel According to
Mark, the Gospel According to Luke, and the Gospel According to John.  Interestingly,
those four books are not the only ones where the gospel appears. Would you believe
the gospel is taught in a relatively obscure Old Testament book by the name of
Zechariah? We’ll come back to that thought in just a moment.

A 3 year old boy was shown a portrait of his 5 older brothers, taken when they were much
younger.  He pointed to the picture and said, “Hey, those guys are wearing my clothes!”

A young girl found an old family Bible and began to look through it.  As she was turning the
pages, a pressed leaf fell out.  “Hey, this must be where Adam and Eve left their clothes!”

I’m not a very good judge when it comes to selecting clothing for others, and I’m not
much better when it comes to buying clothes for myself. If I’m wearing something nice, I
have it because Jan bought it...or Molly, our fashionista, did.

One time I thought I had dressed myself pretty stylishly - the colors were the same!  I had on a
gray T-shirt, gray shorts, and gray jogging shoes. When Molly saw me, she said, “Nice groutfit,
Dad!”  I don’t think she meant that necessarily as a compliment!

Clothing is featured in today’s sermon text from the book of Zechariah (His name
means “Jehovah Remembers”).  He’s included among what theologians call “the minor
prophets”, a reference to the last 12 books of the Old Testament.  They are called minor
prophets not because they’re less important, but rather because they are short.

This is the second to last sermon in the 10 week sermon series I’ve entitled, “These
are a Few of My Favorite Texts.”  In two weeks, we’ll return to the New Testament for
our next sermon series.  I’ll read all 10 verses, but we’ll explore only the first five today.



Zechariah 3:1-10:
“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan

standing at his right hand to oppose him. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you,
Satan!  The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the
fire?”

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel. 4 Then
He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments
from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you
with rich robes.”

5 And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.  ”So they put a clean turban on his
head, and they put the clothes on him.  And the Angel of the Lord stood by.

6 Then the Angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, 7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts:  ‘If
you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My command, then you shall also judge My house,
and likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk among these who stand
here.

8 ‘Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, you and your companions who sit before you, for they are a
wondrous sign; for behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH. 9 For behold, the
stone that I have laid before Joshua:  Upon the stone are seven eyes.  Behold, I will engrave its
inscription,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 In
that day,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘Everyone will invite his neighbor under his vine and under his
fig tree.’”

As the passage opens in verse 1, the scene is a courtroom; we have Joshua the high
priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at Joshua’s right to
oppose him.  Joshua is on trial, but we’re not told what he has done.

The Lord is the first to speak (v. 2) - “And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you,
Satan!  The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the
fire?”

Before we move on we should look more closely at the people pictured here.

Joshua (his name means “Jehovah (the Lord) saves”) is not the same warrior Joshua
from earlier in the Old Testament, who has a book of the Bible named for him, the
successor to Moses who led Israel into the Promised Land after Moses died.  This
Joshua is a high priest in the service of the Lord. He stands there before the Lord not
only for himself, but for the nation of Israel.

The Angel of the Lord is likely the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, an Old Testament
appearance before he was born as flesh and blood the first Christmas in Bethlehem.
The term for this pre-incarnate appearance by Jesus is “Christophony.”  Christophanies



may have appeared before Adam, Abraham, Moses or any number of Old Testament
saints.

A word about angels generally, if I may? Many people have a distorted understanding
of angels, at least what the Bible has to say about them anyway.  Like humans, angels
are created beings.  Like humans, there are elect angels and there are nonelect angels.
People do not become angels after they die; they remain people.  There’s absolutely no
biblical support for believing that angels get their wings when bells ring!  Holy angels do
protect believers, little ones in particular.  The Bible portrays angels as messengers
bringing a declaration from God to His people.  Let’s be careful not to believe - or say -
that heaven gains an angel upon the death of a loved one.  We should take our comfort
from the one who created the angels - our Lord Jesus. Why settle for less than Him?

Satan is the devil.  His name means “adversary.” Scripture says many things about
the devil.  He is the deceiver in Genesis 3:4; the tempter in Matthew 4:4; a roaring and
devouring lion in I Peter 5:8; a persecutor of God’s people in Revelation 2:10; and a
murderer in John 8:44.  But, one of his most insidious roles is as the accuser of God’s
people as he is pictured here in Zechariah Chapter 3.

Make no mistake, dear ones, there is a devil and he is dangerous.  He was present in
the Bible’s opening book (Genesis) as a serpent in the Garden of Eden, and he was
present in the Bible’s last book as a dragon (Revelation).

Verse 2 closes with God posing the question that His people (represented by Joshua)
are like a brand taken from the fire.  Fire is a metaphor for the Exile from which the
people of God had been snatched.  A real life illustration is helpful.

John Wesley never forgot a terrible night of his childhood.  He was only 6 years old at the
time, and he had awakened in the family’s old rectory to find it fully engulfed in flames.
Everyone else had been dragged from the building, but by some extraordinary oversight he had
been forgotten.  At the very last moment, just before the roof fell in with a crash, a neighbor
climbed on another’s shoulders and pulled the terrified John Wesley from a window.

Later, that scene was drawn for Wesley, and he kept it until the day of his death.  He wrote
under it a verse taken from this third chapter of Zechariah - “Is this not a brand plucked from the
fire?”

Verses 3-5 show us a vivid picture of the gospel. “Now Joshua was clothed with filthy
garments, and was standing before the Angel. 4 Then He answered and spoke to those who
stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.”  And to him He said, “See, I
have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.”

5 And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.  ”So they put a clean turban on his
head, and they put the clothes on him.  And the Angel of the Lord stood by.



We have here the picture of salvation presented by the clothing of Joshua in clean
garments.  Joshua (Israel) were the filthy clothes; their goodness was absolutely
nothing - it was oily rags before a Holy God.  Listen to how the prophet Isaiah puts it in
his prophecy (Isaiah 64:6): “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”

Back to our text in Zechariah, we see the Lord is the one who takes away Joshua and
His people’s iniquity by replacing the dirty clothes with clean ones.  Their souls were
washed clean by the blood of the Lamb; their fresh, new garments stood out as the
proof that the sins of His people have been atoned for.

The angel of the Lord takes away our iniquity from us.  In his coming as incarnate
Savior he had contracted to do that very thing, taking His people’s sin upon Himself at
the cross.  The New Testament explains what happened when Christ finally came to
earth and took up the cross: “For our sake (God) made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21).  Jesus took our
filthy rags and put them on Himself, receiving in our place the punishment those sins
deserve.  Christ says to all who believe, “He forgave us all our sins....He took it all away,
nailing it to the cross (Col 2:13-14).  This is Jesus’ reply to Satan’s accusations.

A black spot on the wall of a castle in Germany bears eloquent testimony to this truth.
Wartburg Castle is where Martin Luther was taken for refuge after his heroic stand at
the Council of Worms.  Luther was very productive during this period, but he also felt
himself suffering at the hands of the devil.  He wrote to his friend Philipp Melanchthon
on May 24, 1521 (that’s 500 years tomorrow!!).  He wrote about a spiritual depression
he had experienced, one in which he dreamed that Satan appeared with a long scroll on
which Luther’s many sins were written with care, each of them read out one-by-one.  All
the while Satan mocked his pathetic desire to serve God, assuring him that after all he
would end up in hell.

Luther writhed in spiritual agony until, at last, he jumped up and cried, “It is true,
Satan, and may more sins which I have committed in my life which are known to God
only; but write this at the bottom of your list, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
cleanses us from all sin.’  Then grasping an ink well from his table, Luther threw it at the
devil who thus fled, leaving the black spot on the wall that bears testimony to his
deliverance still.

As I researched this message I came across some interesting things:
1 - The average American spends almost $200 per month for clothing or services (cleaning,

repairs).  That’s about $2,000 a year!
2 - Globally, the apparel industry is worth an amazing $2.4 trillion.



3 - I laughed when I read this by Thomas More - “[How can anyone] be silly enough to think
himself better than other people, because his clothes are made of finer woolen thread than
theirs?  After all, those fine clothes were once worn by a sheep, and they never turned it into
anything better than a sheep.”


