
4/18/21 Sermon 

More like Jesus, and a LOT less like me! 

Okay, I'm going to start off by apologizing to all the parents of young children out 

there, because I am probably not going to help your cause when it comes to meal 

times.  See, for most of my childhood, my number one nemesis were vegetables.  

Now don't get me wrong, there are a handful of vegetables that I like, for 

instance, corn, green beans, potatoes, carrots, and all the characters from 

VeggieTales.  So I don't want to come across as a complete hater of ALL 

vegetables.  But for the most part, when I was younger, I avoided them like the 

plague!!  The worst of them all, lima beans!!  Well, there was a rule at my 

house that maybe some of you can relate to that goes something like this, Mom 

and Dad: "you have to eat as many vegetables as your age!"  What!!  What a 

horrible idea!  So at the age of 7, I had to eat 7 lima beans!!  Talk about never 

wanting to grow up and get older!!  That just meant more vegetables I would 

have to eat!!  Now I don't know if a hatred for vegetables is genetic, but it 

certainly seems like I might have passed this down to my own children.  Let me 

just show you what it looks like when we make our children eat brussels sprouts.  

Reenactment: Warning, this may be graphic! 

Now fruits on the other hand, I love, love, love them!  I can only think of maybe 

a couple fruits that I am not real found of, but for the most part, they are all 

fantastic!!  Let me see a show of hands of those who prefer fruits over 

vegetables.  Now, let me see those who prefer vegetables over fruits. I'm sorry, 

but for those of you who have your hands up, I'm not sure if we can be friends! :-)  

I think it's obvious that most people prefer fruits over vegetables, I can only 

assume the Apostle Paul did as well.  This might not be sound theology, but I'm 

pretty sure that's why he went with "the fruit of the Spirt!"  I mean, come on, 

nobody wants to hear about the "vegetable of the Spirit!!"  Gross! 

Before us today, we will be looking at Galatians 5:16-26 where we will see what it 

looks like to be led and to live by the Spirit.  In honor of the living God, let us 

stand and hear God's word from Galatians 5:16-26.   



Galatians 5: 16-26 

16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 

For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary 

to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 

whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, 

as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us 

not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

Let us pray: Dear heavenly Father, prepare our hearts and minds to receive your 

Word.  That we may truly see the depth of your love for us.  We ask this in 

Jesus' name, Amen. 

You may be seated 

So since we are looking at scripture from Galatians, it is always a good idea to 

familiarize ourselves with the overall the book.   Galatians was written by the 

Apostle Paul, where he was addressing the southern churches in Galatia.  His 

main reason for writing the book was to refute, or prove the Judaizers wrong.  

The Judaizers were an extremist Jewish faction within the church that was 

teaching that Gentile Christians had to submit to Jewish laws and traditions in 

addition to believing in Christ.  They were trying to say just believing in Christ 

and professing Him as their Lord and Saviour wasn't enough.  So Paul wrote this 

letter to the Church to clarify and settle any disputes that were arising in the 

church.  Paul points out that the law was originally put in place to lead us to 

Christ  so that we might be justified(to be made righteous in the sight of God) by 

our faith.  The law was established to teach us our need for salvation; God's 



grace gives us this salvation.  The Old Testament still applies today.  In it, God 

reveals his nature; His will for humanity; His moral laws; and his guidelines for 

living.  But the law will not save us!  Only our faith in Christ Jesus as our Lord 

and Savior will save us! Christ died to save us from ourselves and our sins!  Why 

would we then go back to relying on the Law to set us free?  Paul points out that 

those who are preaching this are perverting the gospel.  Christ has set us free 

from our sin, but this doesn't mean that He has set us free so that we can indulge 

in our sinful nature, but rather to SERVE one another in love.  Paul goes on to 

state that the entire law can be summed up in a single command: "Love your 

neighbor as yourself."  He also follows this up with this warning, "If you keep on 

biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 

other."   

 This brings us up to our sermon text for today, where Paul instructs us on 

what it looks like as Christians to be led and to live by the Spirit.  He doesn't 

spend a lot of time beating up his fellow believers in all the things they are doing 

wrong.  No. What does he say?  He says the acts of the sinful nature are 

OBVIOUS!  I am pretty sure that all of us sitting here today know what the acts 

of the sinful nature are.  But in case you don't, Paul provides us with a list. Now, 

I am not going to stand up here and beat you down with everything you are doing 

wrong.  In fact, my whole purpose of chosing this scripture was to encourage 

you and lift you up!  I want us to remember that we are no longer slaves to our 

sins!!  I want us to enjoy the Fruit that comes from being at one with the Spirit!  

That's what I want us to focus on!  What are those again?  Love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

 So let's talk Fruit.  Fruit is mentioned many times throughout the Old and 

New Testment.  It is typically used as a metaphor for Virtues.  In other words "a 

quality considered morally good or desirable in a person."  A virtue is something 

good to possess!  A lot of times people think it is "Fruits of the Spirit, instead of 

Fruit of the Spirit.  It is not 9 different fruits.  As Adrian Rodgers puts it, "It's 

one fruit with 9 different flavors."  Or perhaps the way John MacArthur 

describes it makes it more understandable.  He describes it as a "beautiful 

bouquet of virtues."  It's a combination of all these virtues.  When we turn our 



life over to Christ, he doesn't say, "Okay, here is the fruit of love, and here is the 

fruit of joy, and if you continue on in your faith, then maybe you can work on 

obtaining the other fruits." Nor should we look at it like, "I'm pretty good at 

kindness and goodness, but I don't think I have the fruit of patience."  Here's the 

good news, the Fruit of the Spirit is a packaged deal!!!  You get them all!!  

When you commit your life to Christ and are living for God, the Fruit of the Spirit 

is the by-product.  It's what you should be able to see in every Christian.  Isn't 

that fantastic!!?   

 So I thought I would briefly talk about each of these virtues.  I could easily 

give a whole sermon on each of these virtues individually, but for time sake I will 

just touch briefly on what each one means. 

Love: The type of love discussed here is Agape Love. This is a selfless, sacrificial, 

unconditional love.  This type of love is a decision to love, not just based on a 

feeling.  This type of love is directed towards everyone, including people who 

are unlovable.  An example of this is in scripture is John 3:16, "for God so loved 

the world."  Unconditional love at it's finest. 

Joy: This is a belief of the heart.  It's an internal emotion that never changes 

regardless of your situation.  James 1:2-4 - "Consider it pure JOY, my brothers 

and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 

testing of your faith produces perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything." 

Peace: Peace with God. Peace under any circumstance.  It passes all 

understanding.  We can have peace in our hearts because we know that God is 

all-powerful and everything is under His control.  When troubles arise in our 

lives, it is usually out of our control, but it's not out of God's control.  Philippians 

4:6-7  "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the PEACE of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus." 

Patience/Long-Suffering:  The ability to have patience in spite of what is going 



on.  Patience through our trials and through getting hurt by others.  Look to 

God as an example.  From way back in Genesis, God has been long-suffering and 

forgiving.  He has watched us sin and break His laws, stood by as it took us 

centuries to repent, and then watched us do it all over again!!!  When we serve 

Him by showing our patience, He receives the glory.  Psalm 40: 1-2 states, "I 

waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry.  He lifted me 

out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire, He set my feet on a rock and gave 

me a firm place to stand." 

Kindness:  This is treating everyone we meet with love and respect.  It means 

putting their needs above your own.  We should not be kind because they 

deserve it, but be kind as a way of serving others.  Ephesians 4:32, "Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 

you." 

Goodness:  Goodness is not about doing elaborate things to gain recognition.  

Oftentimes, it is the small acts of goodness we do throughout our day that mean 

the most to those around us.  Matthew 5:16, "In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven." 

Faithfulness:  Faith is complete belief and confidence in God and all His 

promises.  It is a total commitment to God that goes far beyond human 

reasoning.  By putting your faith in God and letting the Holy Spirit guide you, you 

will prove your faithfulness to Him in everything that you do.  Hebrews 11:1 

"Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do 

not see."  John 8:24 "I told you that you would die in your sins; (This is Jesus 

talking) if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins." 

Gentleness:  This is the opposite of pushiness and assertiveness that today's 

culture encourages.  Meekness and humility is how Jesus describes himself in 

Matthew 11:29, "take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  How do you typically 

handle the harsh and argumentative state of the world.  Do you react with 

abrasiveness?  Or do you respond with the humble, meek, and the lowly style 



that Jesus does?   

Self-Control:  This is resisting the ways of the world and living a Godly life.  

Self-control is a discipline that God grows in us when we continually choose to die 

to our flesh and live in Him.  It's allowing the Holy Spirit to connect our branch to 

the vine. 2 Timothy 1:7, "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but 

gives us power, love, and self-discipline." 

Aren't those wonderful virtues?  So when other people, whether it be Christians 

or non-Christians describe us to someone else, wouldn't it be wonderful for them 

to state all these virtues?  "Oh, how would I describe such and such?  Well, he 

is so kind, gentle, patient, and loving.  He's such a faithful and joyful person."  

Now that's a person I would like to know!  That's a person I would love to hang 

out with! 

If that describes you, then that is great!  The Holy Spirit is certainly at work in 

your life!  However, if that doesn't describe you, in other words, if you are not 

bearing fruit, why is that?   

Now I know we have some farmers and gardeners in the congregation that should 

be able to help us out here.  Here's the scenario, I have decided I would like to 

have a fruit tree in my yard.  So, I bought some seeds to plant and I'm ready to 

go.  I walked out to my yard, threw the seeds on the ground, turned around and 

walked back inside.  Done deal, that was easy.  Well, how good do you think 

those seeds will grow?  What did I not do that is kind of important?  I didn't 

prepare the soil for the seed to grow and take root!  I left the ground in a 

hardended state.  Our hearts are like the hardened ground.  They can become 

hardened to God's will.  We must "plow" or break up this hardness in order to 

allow the good seed of God's word to take root.  Likewise, we must remove our 

heart-hardening sin if we expect God's word to take root and grow in our lives. 

Hosea 10:12 states, "Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will harvest a 

crop of love. Plow up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek 

the Lord, that he may come and shower righteousness upon you." 

I don't know about you, but I could certainly go for a good shower of 



righteousness right now!! 

Well, good news, I plowed up the ground and my fruit tree is growing and bearing 

fruit, but it seems to me that there should be a lot more fruit on it.  What else 

can be done so that my tree produces more fruit?  Pruning.  John 15: 1-2 

states, and this is Jesus speaking, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  Friends, what 

dead branches, or in other words, what sin in your life does God need to cut off so 

that more fruit can grow?  Are you resisting the Holy Spirit and trying to hold on 

to your sins?  Acts 7:51 "You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 

uncircumsised.  You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy 

Spirit!"  "Knock it off already" is what Luke is trying to say!  Until we empty 

ourselves before God and admit that we are broken and need fixed, then we can 

never be truly full of the Holy Spirit!  Pruning is not punishment for a Christian; it 

is a reward.  God is the vine dresser who prunes the life of everyone who 

abides(remains) in Christ and bears the fruit of Christ.  Spiritual pruning 

enhances spiritual growth by removing whatever inhibits spiritual growth. 

Growing fruit means keeping our sights on the Lord.  That means being diligent 

in prayer, studying His word, attending worship services, and fellowshipping with 

other Christians.  We have to nuture our relationship with the Lord making it the 

priority of our lives.  We have to work every single day to live by the Fruit that 

He has called us to bear.   

Friends, walk with Jesus, not with the world!  Let everyone see the Fruit in you! 

I want to close by reciting the lyrics to the Zach Williams song, "Less like me."  It says, 

Oh, I have days I lose the fight 

Try my best but just don't get it right 

Well I talk a talk that I don't walk 

And miss the moments right before my eyes 

Somebody with a hurt that I could have helped 



Somebody with a hand that I could have held 

When I just can't see past myself 

Oh Lord help me be 

A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 

A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 

A little more like patience's, a little more like peace 

A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 

Yeah, there's no denying I have changed 

'Cause I've been saved from who I used to be 

But even at my best, I must confess 

I still need help to see the way You see 

Somebody with a hurt that I could have helped 

Somebody with a hand that I could have held 

When I just can't see past myself 

Oh Lord, help me be 

A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 

A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 

A little more like patience, a little more like peace 

A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 

Oh, I want to feed the beggar on the street 

Love to be your hands and feet 

Freely give what I receive 

Lord, help me be 

I want a friendship first above all else 

Love my neighbor as myself 

In the moments no one sees 

Lord, help me be 



A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 

A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 

A little more like patience, a little more like peace 

A little more like Jesus,  a little less like me 

A little more of living everything I preach 

A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, I thank you for loving us so much that you gave us your Holy 

Spirit to guide and lead us through this challenging life.  Thank you for your 

precious Word.  It's in Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Please stand and join me in singing the closing hymn, "Just a Closer Walk with 

Thee" that can be found on the insert in your bulletin and on the screen. 

Please receive the Benediction: May Christ dwell in your hearts through 

faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 

filled with all the fullness of God. Amen. 


