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“The Longest Day” 
Joshua 10:1-15 
March 21st, 2021 

 

   Uncle Bill was visiting for Sunday lunch, and he decided to give little Susan a hard time.  At the table, 
he said to her, “So what did you study in Sunday School today?”  “We talked about Joshua and the day 
the sun stood still,” she answered. 
 
   Uncle Bill asked, “Do you think that story about Joshua is true?”  Susan responded, “Of course it’s 
true!”  Uncle Bill pushed a little more: “You really believe the sun stood still for several hours?  You 
really believe that can be true?” 
 
   She declared, “Yes.  This story is in the Bible and we studied it in Sunday School today!”  Then Uncle 
Bill asked, “Well, Susan, can you prove to me that this story is true?” 
 
   She thought for a moment and then said, “When I get to heaven, I’ll ask Joshua.”  Uncle Bill smiled and 
said, “Well, what if Joshua’s not in heaven?”  She looked at him and said, “If he’s not in heaven, then 
you can ask him!” 

 
   We’re presently working our way through a brief survey of Old Testament texts that are 
among my favorites.  In the next couple of months, we’ll be exploring more texts from books of 
the Old Testament that I’ve not preached through in my pulpit ministry here at Trinity Church. 
 
   Where last week, we examined Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus Chapter 14, today, 
we’ll be looking to the first book named after a person – Joshua – Chapter 10, verses 1-15.  I’ve 
entitled this sermon, “The Longest Day.”  While Israel fought against a coalition of kings, God 
stopped the sun from moving so Israel would have sufficient daylight to conquer her enemies.  
 
Joshua 10:1-15:  
   Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had 
utterly destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how 
the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 that they feared greatly, 
because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all 
its men were mighty.  3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram 
king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, 
that we may attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.”    
   5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered together and went up, they and all their 
armies, and camped before Gibeon and made war against it. 
   6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your servants; 
come up to us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains 
have gathered together against us.” 
   7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of 
valor.  8 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a 
man of them shall stand before you.”  9 Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all 
night from Gilgal.  10 So the LORD routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
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chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and 
Makkedah.  11 And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that 
the LORD cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died.  There 
were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword. 
   12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the 
children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel: 
 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,  

till the people had revenge upon their enemies.” 
 

   Is this not written in the Book of Jasher?  So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not 
hasten to go down for about a whole day.  14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, 
that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for the LORD fought for Israel. 
   15 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.” 

 
   It’s instructive for us to look over what’s covered in the first 9 chapters of the Book of Joshua 
before looking deeper into today’s text. 
 
   The book of Joshua opens just after Moses died at the end of the previous book 
(Deuteronomy) and with Joshua being elevated to serve as Moses’ successor.  The people of 
Israel had been traveling in the wilderness since God delivered them from the grasp of Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians nearly 40 years earlier.  They are now poised to cross over into the Promised 
Land.  This is Joshua 1:5-9: 
 

   “5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you.  I will not leave you nor forsake you.  6 Be strong and of good courage, 
for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers 
to give them.  7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according 
to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.  8 This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe 
to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success.  9 Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever 
you go.” 

 
   The order is sent out to the people to prepare to cross over the river to possess the land 
God had promised them.  In Joshua Chapter 2, two men are sent to spy the situation and 
they meet Rahab, whom God used to help His people safely enter into the land.  Chapters 
3-5 detail that crossing, and Chapter 6 is the account of Israel’s first battle in the new 
land, the destruction of Jericho.  Chapter 7 covers Israel’s defeat by Ai, and Chapter 8 is 
the record of Israel finally conquering Ai.   
 
   Joshua Chapter 9 is the record of Israel entering into a treaty with the Gibeonites.  
Gibeon was only 20 or so miles from where the Israelites crossed into the Promised Land.  
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The Gibeonites knew all about this traveling powerhouse that had in recent days 
overcome the walled city of Jericho as well as neighboring Ai.  They could see the writing 
on the wall – it wouldn’t be long until Israel fought with Gibeon.  So, a small contingent of 
Gibeonites wanted an audience with Joshua.  Their clothing was dirty and torn, and their 
food was crumbly and moldy.  They lied to Joshua in telling him they had travelled a great 
distance to come and enter into a treaty with Israel, to serve as their laborers.  Joshua 
agreed, and that sets the table for today’s text, Joshua 10:1-15. 
 
   The chapter begins with Adoni-zedek, the King of Jerusalem, seeking to protect his 
nation against this new Israelite threat.  His name means “lord of righteousness,” but he 
was no friend to the people of God.  Interestingly, this is the first mention of Jerusalem in 
the Old Testament.   
 
   Verse 2 reveals an Adoni-zedek who feared Gibeon greatly “because Gibeon was a great 
city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty.”  
Adoni-zedek calls upon the kings of four other southern Canaanite cities all located within 
a 30-mile radius southeast of Jerusalem - Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon – to unite 
with him in attacking Gibeon. 
 
   Outnumbered, the leaders of Gibeon sent word to their new ally Joshua (verse 6), “…Do not 
forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who 

dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us.”  Verse 7 is Joshua’s response – “So 
Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor.” 

Joshua was a man who kept his commitments!  To attack Gibeon was to attack Joshua. 
 
   Joshua was aware of the odds – 5 enemy nations to 2 (Israel and Gibeon), and God was aware 
of Joshua’s concern.  So, God comforts Joshua with these words we read in verse 8 – “Do not 
fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.”  
Joshua’s confidence was in God’s promises.  The first was God had already decided the 
outcome of this battle – “I have given them into your hands.”  Though the event lay in the future, 
it was so certain as to be a done deal.  Israel’s enemies were already their possession.  The 
second promise was “not a man of them shall stand before you.”  
     
   Emboldened by God’s promises, Joshua and his armies took swift and decisive action.  Verses 
9-11 – “Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal.  10 So the 
LORD routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the 
road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah.  11 And it 
happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the LORD cast down 
large hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died.  There were more who died from 
the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword.”   
   Those hailstones should cause us to remember hail was one of the plagues God sent against 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians while God’s people were still in servitude to them (Exodus 9:23).  
And, they should cause us to look forward to the final judgment, when hailstones again appear.  
This is Revelation 16:21, “And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on 
people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.”  
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   One hundred pound hailstones are incredibly dangerous!  I don’t like pea-sized hail! 
 
   Notice Scripture here gives God the credit for Israel’s victory.  The Lord routed them…the Lord 
killed them with a great slaughter…the Lord chased them…the Lord struck them down…the 
Lord cast down large hailstones.  In the words of Moses from Exodus 15:3, “The LORD is a man of 
war; The LORD is His name.” 

 
    Let’s draw closer to what’s going on here – “What God did to the Amorites that day between 
the ascent of Beth-horon and Azekah he will do on the last day to all of his enemies.  Just as 
God judged the Amorites here in today’s passage, He protected His people in the battle, so too 
He will do on the Day of Judgment.  The only way to be saved on that day is to be safely 
shielded in Christ.” (Dodson, 204)  Are you under God’s protection, or are you under your own 
protection?  God will never, ever let you down, but you will always let yourself down.   
    
   As we come to the last verses of today’s text, we see Joshua asking God to prolong the 
daylight so the Israelites can complete their rout of the five king confederacy.   
 
   “Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the 
children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel: 
 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,  

till the people had revenge upon their enemies.” 
 

   Is this not written in the Book of Jasher (which was a book of poems)?  So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day.  14 And there has been no day 
like that, before it or after it, that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for the LORD fought for Israel.” 

 
   Amazingly, God answers Joshua, despite Joshua’s role in cutting the disappointing treaty with 
Gibeon, and the careless military defeat to the forces of Ai initially.  God stopped the sun in its 
tracks allowing for Israel to press the victory over Adoni-zedek and friends.  And, God 
prevented any negative weather consequences due to a longer, unexpected day. 
 

   Today’s passage teaches us that nothing is too great for God.  Many years ago, there was a Hebrew 
professor at Princeton Seminary in New Jersey named Robert Dick Wilson.  One time about 12 years 
after Donald Grey Barnhouse had graduated; he went back to the seminary to preach to the students.  
Dr. Wilson sat down near the front.  After the message, he went forward and shook Barnhouse’s hand.  
He said, “When my boys come back, I come to see if they are big-godders or little-godders, and then I 
know what their ministry will be.” 
   Barnhouse asked him to explain and he replied, “Well, some men have a little god and they are always 
in trouble with him.  Their god can’t do any miracles.  He can’t take care of the inspiration and 
transmission of the Scripture to us.  He doesn’t intervene on behalf of His people.  They have a little god 
and I call them little-godders.   
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   Then there are those who have a great God.  He speaks and it is done.  He commands and it stands 
fast.  He knows how to show Himself strong on behalf of them that fear Him.”  He went on to tell 
Barnhouse that he could see that he had a great God and that God would bless him and his ministry. 

 
   The Lord is God and nothing is too hard for Him.  Day and night belong to God, and everything 
He has made is His servant.  If God can’t perform the miracle described in Joshua Chapter 10, 
then He can’t perform any miracle and is imprisoned in His own creation, unable to use or 
suspend the very laws He built into it.  
 
   Heaven is a place of glory and of light.  This account covers the sun not setting in a given 
day.  It foreshadows the time when there will be no night – we will always be in the light, 
and we (I) won’t have sleeping difficulties due to it. 
 
   We close by looking at related verses that spring forth from the Bible’s final two chapters.  
First, Revelation 21:25 speaking of heaven - “Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 
night there).” 

 

   Then one chapter later, Revelation 22:5a, again referring to heaven - “There shall be no 
night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light.  And they 
shall reign forever and ever.” 

    
 
 
 
 
 


