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“Glory be to the Father” 
Romans 16:21-27 

March 7th, 2021 

 

   I was fortunate to have a parent who was a believer in Jesus Christ and took me to Sunday School and 
worship just about every week.  It was my mother’s faithfulness to the Word of God that compelled her 
to introduce me, my sisters and my brother to the worship, fellowship, and ministry of the local church.   
 
   That meant from early in my childhood to the time I left home for military duty, I was exposed to great 
passages of sacred Scripture, the great people of the church, and the great music of the church.  I 
learned to love many of the hymns sung by the church over the years, decades, even centuries.   
 
   That meant I knew what some of the great creeds of the church were, as well as the service music of 
the church.  Titles like the Doxology and the Gloria Patri have become old friends over the decades of 
my life.  We often include these service songs in our Lord’s Day worship here at Trinity Church. 
 
   In our language, Gloria Patri means “Glory be to the Father,” thus the name of the sermon.  It is a 
doxology, which is a short song of praise, which has been used for centuries in the church world-wide.  
The Gloria Patri dates back to at least the 6th century; documents referring to various forms of it date to 
at least 529 A.D. 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.” 

 
   Well – here we are; the final sermon in our series working through the New Testament book 
of Romans, Christianity Explored.  We began this journey on September 1st, 2019, 18 months 
ago.  We’ve walked through some deep waters in this series, haven’t we?  We’ve seen in 
studying this amazing book the total ruin of mankind in sin, and God’s remedy to this ruin – the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ which we obtain by faith; a faith that God first gives to us. 
 
   Speaking of Romans, Martin Luther wrote, “This Epistle is really the chief part of the New 
Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy not only that every Christian should know 
it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  
It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it 
becomes, and the better it tastes.”  
 
   Frederick Godet (1812–1900), the French expositor observed, “Spiritual revival in the church 
will be connected to a deeper understanding of this book . . . The book of Romans is the 
cathedral of the Christian faith.” 
 
   C. H. Dodd (1884–1973) wrote that Romans is “the first great work of Christian theology.  I 
would go even farther.  It’s not only the first, but also the greatest work of Christian theology.  
No one in 2,000 years has written anything to match it.” 
 
   Let’s look at the last 6 verses now - Romans 16:21-27.  I’m reading from the New King James.  
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Romans 16:21-27:  
   21 Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. 
   22 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 
   23 Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you.  Erastus, the treasurer of the city, 
greets you, and Quartus, a brother.  24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen. 
   25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now made 
manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— 27 to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ 
forever.  Amen.” 

 
   It is necessary for us to briefly look back at the text just before this which we studied last 
Sunday morning.  Romans 16:17 & 18 - “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and 
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.  18 For those who are such do not 
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the 
hearts of the simple.”  

 
   When Paul tells the church in Rome to note those who cause divisions and offenses 
(obstacles), he is describing false teachers bringing a message different from that of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ that he (Paul) has taught the churches.  Paul warns the church in Rome (verses 
17 & 18) to be on the lookout for those who come into the church and begin to spread 
deception by the wrong teaching (“smooth words” “flattering speech” v. 18) of God’s Word. 
 
   This particular text cannot properly be applied to other kinds of division that may arise within 
the church.  You’ll remember I spoke about exegeting Scripture last Sunday – which is digging 
into what the Bible actually says and teaching that.  To try to apply this passage in a context 
different than teaching bad doctrine (Paul uses that word in verse 17) is to twist it, to misuse it, 
at worst, abuse it. 
 
   With verses 21-24 of today’s passage, like the opening 16 verses of the chapter, we see 
another listing of people by name.  Where the first 16 verses were Paul’s greetings to the 
people in Rome, the list in today’s passage are Paul sending greetings from those with him in 
Corinth, where he wrote this letter: 
 
   21 Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. 
   22 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 
   23 Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you.  Erastus, the treasurer of the city, 
greets you, and Quartus, a brother.  
 

   This is the same Timothy who received two pastoral letters from Paul (the New Testament 
books of 1 and 2 Timothy).   Timothy was Paul’s young protégé, whom he (Paul) had picked up in 
Lystra on his second missionary journey.  
 
   We don’t know anything else from Scripture who Lucius was.  His name means “light” or 
“bright.”  Jason may have been the same man who hosted Paul when he (Paul) was in 
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Thessalonica.  Sosipater is most likely the Sopater of Berea mentioned in Acts 20:4.  Regardless, 
we know from today’s text that Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater were Paul’s relatives 
(“countrymen”). 

 
   Let’s look more closely at Tertius (v. 22).  His name means “third.”  He says here that he wrote 
this letter to the church at Rome.  That means he is literally the one who put Paul’s words to 
the parchment (we’d call it ‘paper’).  Tertius took dictation as Paul spoke it; much like a 
secretary may.  In fact, the theological term given to what role Tertitus performed is 
“amanuensis.”   
 
   In verse 23 Paul introduces us to a man named Gaius.  His name means “the beloved.”  “He 
must have been a rich man at Corinth, since he was hosting Paul in his home and was a host to 
‘the whole church.’  The congregation at Corinth probably met (for worship) in his large home.  
Christians always met in homes in those days, as they had no church buildings.” (Boice, 1955)   
 
   Erastus is mentioned next.  His name means “beloved.”  He was the treasurer for the city of 
Corinth.  For people to say that Christians shouldn’t pursue public office is to discard Erastus’ 
example here in Romans Chapter 16.  Certainly, God calls His sons and daughters by faith in 
Jesus into the public square. 
 
   Finally mentioned in verse 23, there is Quartus.  Sounds like “quatro” in Spanish.  All we know 
of Quartus is that his name means “fourth.”   
 
   I find Jim Boice’s thoughts on applying these verses helpful when he writes, “You have your 
unique calling, given to you by Jesus Christ, and you are to serve him by doing it well, not by 
trying to do someone else’s job.  The body has many parts, but it is ‘one body.’  You may not be 
an apostle or be able to serve God as a missionary.  But you can open your house to believers 
who are in need.  And if you do not have a house to open, you can open your heart.  There are 
many closed hearts in this harsh sinful world.  What a calling, to have an open heart to others 
for the sake of Christ!  It is important for each to do his or her part “unto the Lord.” (Boice, 1956) 
 
   Does your Bible have a verse 24?  The King James and New King James versions do.  But, the 
English Standard and New International versions do not.  Why is this?  Well, older manuscripts 
have been discovered since the King James Version was written back in the year 1611 and the 
words we find making up verse 24 weren’t part of those manuscripts.  The older the 
manuscript, the nearer it is to the original transcripts.  You don’t have to get rid of your Bible if 
you have a verse 24; just know that it’s not there and why.   
 
   As we now come to the last three verses - 25-27, we see Paul touches on three important 
concepts in his discussion on the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Two of those are found in the first half 
of verse 25 – “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ,”  “To him who is able” reminds us of the power of God; in fact, the Greek word here 
is dynameo – which is where we get our word “dynamite.”  The gospel is powerful to establish 
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us.  As Paul said back in Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…” 
 
   When Paul refers to the gospel as “my gospel” he means that it is the gospel he (Paul) 
preached.  He has made the gospel of Jesus Christ his own.  It is not that Paul had a version of 
the gospel different from anyone else.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is personal to him. 
 
   A second concept in the first half of verse 25 is the “preaching of Jesus Christ.”  Paul has taught 
us that biblical preaching focuses upon Jesus Christ, the sinless Savior, not upon sinful mankind 
apart from our need for Him.  I think of the text of sacred Scripture that I preached before the 
Southeast Alabama Presbytery when I was being examined for ordination to the gospel 
ministry.  It was 1 Corinthians 2:1-5: 
 
          And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of  
       wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined not to know anything  
       among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  3 I was with you in weakness, in fear,  
       and in much trembling.  4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words  
       of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should  
       not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 

 
   Paul only knew one gospel, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  Paul has led us through a year and 
a half study on the gospel.  The proper use of God’s Word should never be to beat people over 
the head with it or to make a personal point.  The Word of God must be handled properly and 
with reverence and great care; it must always be humbly read, taught and preached.   
 
   The third concept is found in verse 26 – “the prophetic Scriptures.”  There is no other way to 
preach Jesus Christ than by using the prophetic Scriptures.  Writing elsewhere to Timothy, Paul 
wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness,” Where in the Bible would you find those words?  2 

Timothy 3:16.  It is through sacred Scripture that we encounter Jesus Christ.  It is through God’s 
revealed Word that we acquire the knowledge of Him, and our need to be saved from our sins. 
 
   No wonder Paul closes out the book with this letter with doxology and praise – “to God, alone 

wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever.  Amen.”  The gospel, the preaching of Jesus Christ, using 
the prophetic Scriptures results in glory to God and good things to those who direct their lives 
according to His will. 
 
   But, so many people miss the great joy of glorifying God in our lives.  I find this illustration 
from PCA elder and author Paul David Tripp helpful.  He writes,  
 

    I remember taking my youngest son to one of the national art galleries in Washington, DC.  As we 
made our approach, I was so excited about what we were going to see.  He was decidedly unexcited.  
But I just knew that, once we were inside, he would have his mind blown and would thank me for what I 
had done for him that day. 
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   As it turned out, his mind wasn’t blown; it wasn’t even activated.  I saw things of such stunning beauty 
that brought me to the edge of tears.  He yawned, moaned, and complained his way through gallery 
after gallery.  With every new gallery, I was enthralled, but each time we walked into a new art space, he 
begged me to leave.  He was surrounded by glory but saw none of it.  He stood in the middle of wonders 
but was bored out of his mind.  His eyes worked well, but his heart was stone blind.  He saw everything, 
but he saw nothing. 

 
   Let’s pray that we put the last 18 months of sermons from this rich book of Romans to good 
use in our lives, personally and corporately.  Let’s pray that we grow in spiritual maturity 
together as we gather for worship of the living God, fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ, and 
Holy Spirit led-ministry to each other and to our communities.  May we be a transformed 
gospel witness in our homes, neighborhoods, work centers, schools, churches, and places of 
recreation.  And, may God be glorified in all we do, think, and say.  Amen?  
 


