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“Aiming to Preach the Gospel”  
Romans 15:14-21 
February 7th, 2021 

 
   Interestingly, today’s passage of Scripture from Romans Chapter 15 teaches us about 
preaching and the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Paul, in today’s text of sacred Scripture 
(Romans 15:14-21), refers to himself as a “minister of Jesus Christ, ministering the gospel of God.”  
Near the end of today’s passage, he writes that he “made it (his) aim to preach the gospel.” 
 

   There are literally hundreds of pastors and candidates for ministry who are today acknowledging the 
death this past Friday afternoon of another minister of the gospel of God, Pastor Henry Lewis Smith.  
Now, Pastor Smith would be uncomfortable and disappointed if he were made the focus of the sermons 
we are preaching this morning.  So, I’ll make my comments brief; forgive me for taking such liberty. 
 
   Some of you met Pastor Smith when he preached the sermon at the service where I was installed as 
pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church of Aledo.  That was Sunday, November 18th, 2001.  He constantly 
encouraged me to pursue the gospel ministry after retiring from active duty with the Air Force.  He’d 
often say how wonderful it would be for me to plant a Presbyterian Church in America congregation in 
northern Illinois. 
 
   He didn’t wait long to get me on the path to pastoral ministry.  A few weeks after we started attending 
First Presbyterian Church, Prattville, Alabama, he asked me to lead a Sunday School class for young 
adults, and I taught that class for several years.  
 
   Pastor Smith didn’t fancy himself a good preacher; though God used his biblical preaching to make 
sense of the Bible for me.  The fact that he sprinkled many church history and Civil War illustrations in 
his preaching held my attention captive (sound familiar?)  Pastor Smith served as pastor in Monroeville, 
Alabama (which he called Camelot).  He also pastored in Rock Hill, South Carolina and Winter Haven, 
Florida, before serving in Prattville, where our paths crossed for more than 8 years. 
 
   Pastor Smith was my pastor, my mentor, my seminary professor for church history, my friend, and in 
many ways, my father, given mine passed away just 6 months after we arrived in Alabama.  I served with 
him while I served as a deacon, an elder, and assistant pastor.  For me, it was the kind of learning 
opportunity the 12 apostles had with Jesus for three years. 
 
   Finally, here are three of his more memorable quotes: 
 
   “When you decide upon a path to follow, something will happen to make you wish you took another.” 
 
   “I never hesitate to give God’s people the opportunity to serve Him.” 
 
   “Daren, until I met you, I didn’t think a person could be a Yankee and a Christian.”    

 
Romans 15:14-21:  
   14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.  15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more 
boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might 
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be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the 
Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ 
Jesus in the things which pertain to God.  18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 
Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient— 19 in 
mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to 
Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  20 And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, 
not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s foundation, 21 but as it is written: 
 

“To whom He was not announced, they shall see;  
And those who have not heard shall understand.” 

 
   Here’s a brief outline of where we’re headed with this passage today: 
 
   MP 1 – Encouragement to the Church (v. 14); 
   MP 2 – Explanation of Paul’s Ministry (v. 15, 16, 18 & 19); 
   MP 3 – Employment of the Gospel (v. 20-21). 
 
   Paul begins to wrap things up in this letter beginning with verse 14.  From this point on, Paul 
suggests what his future travel plans might be and sends greetings to people he knew in Rome.  
Verse 14 is an encouragement to the church.  “Now I myself am confident concerning you, my 
brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one 
another.” 
    
   Sometimes, a congregation needs reassurance that she is serving Jesus well.  Paul knew the 
church in Rome was doing a great job of holding forth the word of life to a secular Roman 
culture.  So, lest they become weary of doing good, he writes to tell the Roman Christians they 
are full of goodness and knowledge.  You’ll remember that goodness is one of the fruits of the 
spirit contained in the 5th chapter of Paul’s New Testament letter to the churches in Galatia – 
we call that book “Galatians.”   Goodness refers to moral uprightness as well as kindness and 
generosity.  God is good, and so must His people be good.  The church was good in Rome – 
what about the church in Aledo, Mercer County and our area on both sides of the river? 
 
   Look closely at your life, and try to answer these questions - Am I such a person as Paul 
describes here in verse 14?  Am I filled with God’s goodness?  Would anybody ever use Paul’s 
words to describe me?  If you conclude that you fall short, then you must take steps to be filled 
with goodness.  You should be praying that God fills you with His goodness, then seek to deploy 
that goodness with your family and with your church family.       
 
   Paul also commends the Roman church for being filled with knowledge.  That doesn’t mean 
they knew a lot about every subject or field of knowledge.  It means that the church was 
grounded in the gospel; they knew the core of their faith inside and out.  Paul saw that, and he 
let this church know that he was pleased.  
 
   With verse 15, we come to our second point – an explanation of Paul’s ministry.  We read,   
“Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because 
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of the grace given to me by God,” A summary of the pastor’s pulpit ministry has been referred to 
in this way – the pastor is “to comfort the afflicted, and afflict the comforted.”  Paul came down 
firmly on the church because he had to remind them of some important things.  Sometimes, 
God’s people are in the midst of struggle or conflict; they need a word of comfort from God.  
And, other times, God’s people are stagnant, or even drifting, and they need a loving rebuke.   
 
   In verse 16, Paul describes what I opened this message with – his ministry included 
ministering (proclaiming) the gospel of God.  So, what is the gospel?  Well?  The gospel is good 
news—the good news of what God has done in Jesus Christ. 
 
   I find D. A. Carson’s thoughts helpful in a Together for the Gospel article he wrote, “The Bible 
depicts…all human beings everywhere, as in revolt against God, and therefore under his 
judgment.  But although God stands over against us in judgment because of our sin, quite 
amazingly he stands over against us in love…  The gospel is the good news of what God, in love, 
has done in Jesus Christ, especially in Jesus’s cross and resurrection, to deal with our sin and to 
reconcile us to himself.  Christ bore our sin on the cross.  The brokenness of our lives he 
restores; the shattered relationships he rebuilds in the context of the church; the new life that 
we human beings find in Christ is granted out of the sheer grace of God. It is received by faith as 
we repent of our sins and turn to Jesus.  We confess him as Lord, and bow to him joyfully.” 
(Carson, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/what-is-the-gospel/)  That’s the gospel Paul wrote of! 
 
   Proclaiming that gospel is the most important task a minister of the gospel has – and there 
are innumerable things that can – and regularly do - keep a pastor distracted, working on things 
he shouldn’t have to work on.  The healthy church realizes this, and doesn’t have expectations 
of the pastor to be at every gathering or meeting of the church, or working on every problem 
within the church.  There are elders and deacons to handle most of the problems.  Elders have 
shepherding groups, and they must be faithful to minister to that group first and foremost.  
And, the volunteer ministry of each member in the church helps by checking up on people, 
whether they at home or in the hospital and nursing homes.  The minister of the gospel must 
maximize his time in the Word and in prayer.  The preached Word of God is so very important 
to the spiritual health of the local congregation. 
 
   We see in verse 18 that Paul, in his capacity of a preacher of God’s Word, wouldn’t speak 
anything He hadn’t first received from Jesus.  He knew that the Scriptures alone were sufficient 
for life and ministry.  A stirring example from church history illustrates this. 
 

   The leaders in 16th century Geneva, Switzerland had their hands full.  The city was a moral disgrace.  It 
was notorious for its riots, gambling, indecent dancing, drunkenness, adultery and other vices.  People 
would run around the streets naked, singing vulgar songs and blaspheming God.  The governing council 
of the city was distressed and passed laws designed to restrain vice and remedy the situation, but 
nothing worked.  Public morals continued to decline. 
 
 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/what-is-the-gospel/
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   John Calvin came to Geneva in August 1536, was dismissed 2 ½ years later, and was recalled in 1541.  
He had no money, no influence, and no weapon but the Word of God.  He preached from the Bible 
every day, and as he did, under the power of his preaching, the city began to change.  As the Genevan 
people acquired knowledge of God’s Word and allowed it to influence their behavior, their city became 
a model city from which the gospel spread to the rest of Europe, Great Britain, and the New World.   
 
   Geneva was cleaned up physically.  Beggars were removed from the streets, and a hospital and 
poorhouse were provided for them, and those facilities were well run.  Education was offered for all 
classes of people, poor as well as rich, and new industries flourished.  There has probably never been a 
better example of extensive moral and social reform than the transformation of Geneva under John 
Calvin, and it was accomplished almost entirely by the preaching of God’s Word. (Boice, 1859) 

 
   With verse 19, Paul pulls out all the stops.  He describes his preaching as, “in mighty signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have 
fully preached the gospel of Christ.” 
 
   The pattern of the New Testament shows us that when the gospel was proclaimed in 
countries or regions where it had not been preached before, that verbal proclamation of Jesus 
saving sinners was accompanied by signs and wonders.  These signs and wonders validated the 
preaching and preachers as legitimate.  Many missionaries ministering in areas of the world 
where Christianity hasn’t yet taken hold also report similar experiences.  Further proof that the 
Bible is true!  We shouldn’t expect to see such miraculous signs and wonders in our culture 
because the gospel has been introduced here, even if it does seem like it slips into stagnancy at 
times. 
 
   The last two verses of today’s passage reveal that Paul preferred to plant churches in places 
where they hadn’t yet been established.  This takes us to our third and final point – the 
employment of the gospel.  Look with me at verses 20 & 21 – “And so I have made it my aim to 
preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s foundation, 21 but 
as it is written: 
 

“To whom He was not announced, they shall see;  
And those who have not heard shall understand.” 

 

   Not all evangelists and preachers are given the same ministry focus as Paul.  Some of us are 
placed in churches to build them up, or to revitalize them.  Far too many churches wither, die, 
and close their doors.  We must adhere to what the Bible teaches if we wish to continue 
holding forth the gospel to our area. 
 
   None of you is too young, too inexperienced, or too insignificant to be part of the work of the 
Church.  We just need to look back to the history of those who came before us to see that.   
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   Think of the Reformers, and what God did through them.  Luther was a portly little monk.  Calvin was 
what we would call an ivory tower bookworm.  God changed the world through those men.   
 
   He used another little monk, known as “Little Bilney,” to win Hugh Latimer to Christ, and Latimer had a 
tremendous influence on England.  William Wilberforce was physically handicapped, but God used him 
to free the slaves throughout the British Empire.   
 
   D. L.  Moody was only an uneducated shoe salesman, but one day Moody heard a preacher say, “The 
world has yet to see what God can do through one man who is entirely surrendered to him.”  In his 
heart Moody said, “By God’s grace, I will be that man.” (Boice, 1864) 

 
   I conclude that my aim is to preach the gospel.  Each of us, as believers in Jesus Christ, is 
called to testify this gospel of God to those not yet saved.  And, after they are saved by God, we 
have the privilege – and responsibility – to disciple them so the church continues to grow and 
flourish until such time as Jesus returns to earth from heaven. 
 
   So, will you adjust your aim to witness to the gospel?  Will you take the knowledge you’ve 
acquired and share it with others?   
 
    
 
 
    


