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“Abounding in Hope” 
Romans 15:7-13 
January 31st, 2021 

 
   Hope is a fascinating concept.  In fact, it is an acronym – Harboring Only Positive Expectations.  
Hope is forward looking in its scope, yet it has massive impact for the present.  What is yet to 
come we do not know, even though we may have an idea of what to expect, there is always 
much we don’t yet know. 
 

   A man walked by a baseball diamond where two Little League teams were competing.  He asked a boy 
in the dugout what the score was.  The boy replied, “18 to nothing – we’re behind.”  “Boy,” the man 
said, “I bet you’re upset.”  “Why should I be upset?” asked the ball player, “We haven’t even been up to 
bat yet!”  

 
   18-0 going into the bottom of the first inning isn’t the way you want to start any baseball 
game!  But, there yet remains hope for victory!   
 

   Clare Boothe Luce once wrote, “There are no hopeless situations; there are only people who have 
grown hopeless about them.”  It is told that there was a cabinet meeting in the darkest days of World 
War II, just after France fell to Nazi Germany.  British Prime Minister Winston Churchill (a favorite 
historical figure of mine) outlined the situation in its starkest colors.  Britain stood alone.  There was a 
silence when he had finished speaking, and on some faces was written despair, and some would have 
given up the struggle.  Mr. Churchill looked around that dispirited company.  “Gentlemen,” he finally 
said, “I find it rather inspiring!”   

 
   Hope is especially available to believers in Jesus Christ because God is a God of endless 
possibilities; the God, as this morning’s text reveals, who is a “God of hope.”  No matter the 
pickle we may be in the midst of, God is able to bring good from bad.  He is able to make 
crooked paths straight and to bring water to dry places. 
 
   Today, we bring to a close our study of a section in the New Testament Book of Romans 
where the message is that followers of Jesus must get along with each other.  We are not to 
judge one other, nor put obstacles in each other’s path as we walk together with Jesus through 
this fallen world each day closer to the gates of glory where we will dwell forevermore.   
 
   We have hope we not only can tolerate each other, but we have hope that we can value and 
prize and honor one another because God has done so with us. 
    
Romans 15:7-13:  
   (7) “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.  (8) Now I say 
that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made to the fathers, (9) and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 
 

“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.” 
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   (10) And again he says:  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.” 
 
   (11) And again:  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!  Laud Him, all you peoples!” 

 
   (12) And again, Isaiah says: 
 

“There shall be a root of Jesse; and He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,   
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”    

 
   (13) Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

   In 1965, naval aviator James Stockdale became one of the first American pilots to be shot down during 
the Vietnam conflict.  As a prisoner of the Vietcong, he spent 7 years as a Prisoner of War (POW).  During 
that time he was frequently tortured in an attempt to break him and get him to denounce the United 
States’ involvement in the war.  He was chained for days at a time with his hands above his head so that 
he could not even swat the mosquitoes.   Decades later, he still could not bend his left knee, and he 
walked with a severe limp from having his leg broken by his captors and never reset.  One of the worst 
things done to him was that he was held in isolation away from other POWs.   
 
   How could anyone survive 7 years of such treatment?  As he looked back on that time Stockdale said 
that it was hope that kept him alive.  Hope of one day going home, that each day could be the day of his 
release.  Without hope, he knew that he would die in hopelessness.   

 

   As if we haven’t gotten his point, Paul concludes this final section of teaching that began with 
the first verse of Romans Chapter 14 with another summary of his teaching since that point.  
Verse 7 is that summary:  “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory 

of God.”  I like the way that JB Phillips paraphrases this when he writes in his New Testament in 

Modern English, “So open your hearts to one another as Christ has opened his heart to you, and God will 

be glorified.”  The members of the Church in Rome were to receive this teaching from God 
through His apostle in order that they would receive each other, just as Jesus has received those 
who are believers in Him.   
 
   That word “receive” is the same word that begins this section in Romans 14:1 where Paul 
writes, “Receive one who is weak in the faith…” It’s repeated two verses later in Romans 14:3 where 
we see that God has received the brother or sister with whom we may have a dispute.  “To 
receive one another is to welcome one another; to accept one another.  What right do we have 
to reject as a brother or sister in Christ the person who loves Jesus as he is revealed in Scripture 
but does not understand the full extent of the freedom that our Savior has purchased for us? 
 
   Tim Keller notes, “It is only as we understand that we are accepted by Christ and live in 
response to that, rather than living in order to be accepted by Him, that we will accept others” 
(Keller, 164-65).  This brings us back to the doctrine of justification, which we studied in the early 
chapters of Romans.  Put simply, justification is God’s forgiving sinners, and treating us as if we 
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had never sinned!  In justification God accepts us despite our shortcomings and our flaws.  Have 
you ever considered how in your sin, apart from Christ, you must appear to the holy God?   
 
   Our pride makes this difficult for us to consider.  We think highly of ourselves, we dismiss our 
own sins as mere mistakes, and we compliment ourselves on how well we are doing.  On the 
other hand, God sees us as we really are – apart from Christ we are not righteous, we do not 
understand, we don’t seek God, we don’t do good.  Ultimately, we have no fear of the living 
and holy God.  And, that my friends, is the height of arrogance. 
 
   Even so, the Lord Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, accepted us and died for us in order to 
bring us into his Kingdom.  Because of that reality, we are now enabled to accept others, and 
their shortcomings and flaws.  Keller observes, “The way you can tell how much you understand 
the gospel is to look at how much you love people despite their flaws” (Keller, 165).  For a church 
to be united in harmony, we must accept those other men and women for whom Jesus died; 
we must love one another with the love that Jesus has loved us.   
 
   We come now to verse 8, “Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for 

the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers,” Paul now demonstrates what he 
taught about the primacy of Scripture, which was a point from our study of Romans 15:4 last 
Sunday, “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope.”  There’s our word hope again! 
 
   Paul reminds his readers in verse 8 that the differences between Jewish and Gentile Christians 
were not a permanent barrier.  If you think maintaining harmony among only Gentile Christians 
is difficult in our day, consider the theological battles of the Jewish and Gentile Christians in 
New Testament times, and how they could drive deep wedges between believers.  Jesus’ 
ministry was directed to serving both Jew and Gentile with the aim of them coming together in 
service and worship of God.  That’s what is meant by Jesus’ being “a servant of the circumcision.”   
    
   Verses 9-12 remind us that Gentiles were always part of Gods’ plan to be included in His 
kingdom purposes.  Paul quotes the Old Testament Scriptures 4 times in these verses.  “He 
quotes from the law, the prophets, and twice from the Psalms, so that he calls all the 
recognized divisions of Scripture to witness to the point he is making, that the Gentiles have 
their place in God’s salvation” (Morris, 505). 
 
   The first of these – there in verse 9 – Paul quotes Psalm 18:49, “For this reason I will confess to 

You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.”  The psalmist, himself a Jew, praised God.   
 

   In his second Old Testament reference, this one in verse 10 of Romans Chapter 15, Paul quotes 
Deuteronomy 32:43 where the Gentiles are called upon to rejoice along with Israel.  In his third 
reference to the Old Testament, Psalm 117:1, Paul teaches the Gentiles are invited to praise God 
on their own, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!  Laud Him, all you peoples!”  Finally, in the fourth 
reference, Isaiah 11:10, it is shown that this was made possible by Him who is both the Jewish 
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and the Gentile king.  “There shall be a root of Jesse; and He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”  

 
   “You’ll remember Jesse was the father of David.  This text looked forward to that promised 
descendant of David who would bring in the messianic age.  Paul is saying that the age of 
blessing has begun by Christ’s coming, and that the hope of the Gentiles is in Him.  There is 
hope for Gentiles because Jesus is the Savior of the world and not just the Savior of the Jews” 
(Boice, 1831). 

 
   We come now to my favorite verse in the book of Romans outside of Chapter 8 – Romans 

15:13, which again reads, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

   Commentator William Barclay writes, “It is easy in the light of events to despair of the world.  
Someone tells of a meeting in a certain church at a time of emergency.  The meeting began with prayer 
by the chairman.  He addressed God as “Almighty and eternal God, whose grace is sufficient for all 
things.”  When the prayer was finished, the business part of the meeting began; and he introduced the 
business by saying, “Ladies and gentlemen, the situation in this church is completely hopeless, and 
nothing can be done.”  Either his prayer was composed of empty words, or his statement was untrue. 

 
   Hope is mentioned twice in this verse, once near the beginning, and once near the end.  The 
twin virtues of joy and peace are situated between the two uses of hope, kind of a joy and 
peace sandwich!  Because of remaining sin, we will sometimes not feel joyful or peaceful.  This 
is periodically where I find myself – lacking in joy or peace despite what I know to be true in 
God’s Word.  This is true of each of us to some extent or another.  At such times, we must 
remember that the reality of peace and joy that we enjoy in Christ does not depend upon our 
subjective experience.  A text, note, or message from a dear brother or sister in Christ 
reminding me of the impact of my ministry on them is like a long drink of cold water on a hot, 
dry day.  
 
   Reliance upon the truths of God’s Word and timely encouragement from beloved brothers 
and sisters in Christ restore and embolden hope.  In fact, they cause us to “abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.”  Phillips says they cause our whole life and outlook to be radiant with 
hope; that we might overflow with hope! 
 

   As Vice President, George Bush represented the Unites States at the funeral of former Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev.  President Bush was deeply moved by a silent protest carried out by Brezhnev’s 
widow.  She stood motionless by the coffin until seconds before it was closed.  Then, just as the soldiers 
touched the lid, Brezhnev’s wife performed an act of great courage and hope, a gesture that must surely 
rank as one of the most profound acts of civil disobedience ever committed – she reached down and 
made the sign of the cross on her husband’s chest. 
 
   There in the citadel of secular, atheistic power, the wife of the man who had run it all hoped that her 
husband was wrong.  She hoped that here was another life, and that that life was best represented by 
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God the Son Jesus Christ dying upon a cross.  And, that this same Jesus might yet have mercy upon her 
husband. 

 
   Trinity Presbyterian Church is a group of like-minded people.  We have HOPE – Harbor Only Positive 
Expectations. 


