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“We are the Lord’s” 
Romans 14:7-12 
January 10th, 2021 

 

   We’re into the second Lord’s Day, the second Sunday of the year 2021.  Can we poke a little 
fun at things as they have been over the last 10 months? 
 
 The dumbest thing I did was buy a year 2020 planner; 

 In 2019, we were to stay away from negative people; in 2020, we were to stay away from positive 
people. 

 Every few days we should try our jeans on just to make sure they fit.  Pajamas will have you 
believe all is well in the kingdom! 

 And, that reminds me I really need to practice social distancing from the refrigerator. 

 I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6 foot pole” would become 
national policy, but here we are. 

 Never in a thousand years could I have imagined I could go up to a bank teller while wearing a 
mask and ask for money and not be arrested! 

 

   As I mentioned last Sunday as we returned to our study of Romans Chapter 14, we begin a new 
section of the letter to the church at Rome.  The section runs from Romans 14:1 through Romans 

15:13.  The theme of this section is the importance of God’s people getting along with one 
another.  Paul identifies two kinds of people in his instruction – those who are weak in the faith, 
and those who are strong.   
 

   Last Sunday, we studied the first six verses of Romans 14.  Christians in the church at Rome 
were a divided bunch.  They disagreed over certain foods and special days.  Some of the church 
members thought it a sin to eat certain foods like meat, so they ate only vegetables.  Of course, 
there is nothing wrong with eating only vegetables, or meat for that matter.  The problem was 
those Christians concluding that the Scriptures only allow vegetarianism (they don’t), and using 
that conclusion to impose an unbiblical scruple upon others who preferred eating meat.   
 

   Other members of the Roman church thought it a sin not to observe Jewish holy days.  
Whether that meant the change of the Jewish Sabbath to the Christian Lord’s Day is debatable.  
Regardless, if we’re not careful, we could divide with other Christians over certain days.  Those 
people thinking Christians should separate from other profession believers led to criticism and 
judgment of one another.  One group was sure the other group was not at all spiritual. 
 
   With today’s passage, Paul expands upon his teaching that we belong to one another as 
Christians.  Paul ups the ante – not only do we belong to each other, we belong to the Lord.  
And we are answerable to the Lord for our lives because we are the Lord’s. 
 
Romans 14:7-12: 
   “For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone.  8 If we live, we live 
for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord.  So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  9 For 



2 

this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 
   10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister?  Or why do you treat them with contempt?  For 
we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  11 It is written: 
 

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,  
‘every knee will bow before me; 

 every tongue will acknowledge God.’” 
 

12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.” 

 

   William the Conqueror may have conquered England during the Norman invasion of 1066, but he 
never conquered his own appetites.  He was ruthless, harsh, wrathful – and always hungry.  He grew so 
stout that his coffin proved too small for him, and on his death attendants had trouble stuffing the 
corpse into place.  It burst open during the effort! 
 
   His son Rufus (William the II, though he’s not remembered that way) seized the throne.  Rufus 
inherited all his father’s vices, none of them virtues, and is remembered as one of history’s worst men.  
His cruelty was sadistic, and he derived perverse pleasure by watching animals tortured and innocent 
men subjected to screaming degrees of pain. 
 
   Rufus passionately hated Christ, Christianity, and the clergy.  His profane and blasphemous words 
continually shocked his contemporaries.  Rufus plundered churches, robbing them of their offerings and 
treasuries.  He even turned sacred cemeteries into royal parks to satisfy his thirst for hunting. 
 
   In the late summer of 1100, while hunting, an arrow that flew from nowhere struck Rufus.  He died 
quickly, and to no one’s sorrow.  No bells tolled for him, no prayers were said for him, no monies given 
in his memory, and no monuments to his name.  His eternal damnation was taken for granted by 
England.  Rufus did not live to God, nor did he die to God. 

       

   As you’ll recall when we opened our study the New Testament book of Romans, this letter 
was written by the Apostle Paul to the Christian church that was in Rome.  As such, Paul, a 
Christian, wrote to an audience of Christians.  So, when he uses the plural pronouns “we”, “us,” 
and “ourselves,” he refers to believers in Jesus Christ. 
 

   Now look at verses 7 and 8 with me again – “…none of us (believers in Christ) lives for ourselves 
alone, and none of us (Christians) dies for ourselves alone.  If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, 

we die for the Lord.  So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.”  None of us exists in isolation.  
“What we do, friends, affects others.  One way or another everything we do, whether for good 
or for evil, always affects other Christians, usually beginning with those who are closest to us.” 
(Boice, 1749) 
 

   This means our choices and actions affect each other, your choices have an impact of some 
sort on me, and mine upon you.  In small communities like many of us live in, where most 
people know each other, that’s perhaps easier to see.   
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   We need each other.  Because, as verse 9 teaches, Jesus has come to earth to live, die, and 
rise again from the dead, we can be loving to each other, rather than spiteful.  
 

   How we need to hear this in a time of enforced isolation, by both the state and self-imposed 
restrictions!  We must fight to open avenues of ministering to others.  These last 10 months have 
weakened the church considerably because many people aren’t gathering together for worship, 
fellowship, outreach, and mercy ministry.  We must consider, for example, how we can exercise 
hospitality, which each of us is called to do, while maintaining adequate safety considerations.  Maybe 
you aren’t comfortable - yet - to have people over to your house for a meal or fellowship outside of your 
normal bubble, but we don’t get a pass from being hospitable!  Hospitality is an important ministry each 
of us must participate in – how will you do this now, and not just for some future time? 

    

   Clearly, today’s passage of Scripture teaches that the purpose of life and death on this earth is 
to be God-ward in their orientation.  Our lives, friends, are to be lived “to the Lord.”  And, these 
verses teach that we are to die “to the Lord.”  What does this mean?  The best-known Christian 
answer to our purpose here is the one found in the response to the first question of the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism.  The catechism asks, “What is the chief end of God?”  It 
answers (we just looked at this last Sunday, so say it with me), “Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever.” 
 

   The catechism teaches that our main purpose in life as redeemed human beings is not our 
own self-fulfillment or the achievement of a sense of self-worth or even helping others, 
important as those things may be.  Our chief purpose is first and foremost the glory of Almighty 
God.  That is, God must always come first in everything, for He is first.  He is the first and 
greatest of all realities. 
    
   We are to live for God.  A life that does that is a life well lived! 
 
   But, these verses also teach that we are to die to God.  Because we live in a fallen world, the 
strange reality is, that even when we are young and vital, each day that passes takes us one 
small step toward our demise.  Death is an enemy, but it cannot separate us from the love of 
God in Christ!  To die to God is to pass from one form of service to Him into another form of 
service.   
 
   It would surely refer to the manner in which we die.  For some, death comes quickly, 
unexpectedly.  But, for others, death is a long, slow process – it does not happen all at once.  
Our eyesight fails, then our hearing.  Our memories begin to fade.  Parts of our bodies break 
down – our hearts, kidneys, lungs, our minds.  Alive or dead, we are the Lord’s. 
 

   The rest of today’s passage impresses upon us the reality that we all will face judgment after 
this life before a Holy God.  This is verse 10-12 – 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or 
sister?  Or why do you treat them with contempt?  For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  11 It 
is written: 
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“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,  
‘every knee will bow before me; 

 every tongue will acknowledge God.’” 
 

12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.” 
 

   How are you treating your brothers and sisters in Christ?  Is there someone you are judging?  
Who are you, with your thoughts, words, and deeds, treating with contempt?  If you haven’t 
achieved reconciliation with a fellow Christian – or Christians - you must pray that God gives 
you the courage and strength to do what is right by God.   
 

   God offered for our salvation the very best He could – His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
who was fully God, and fully man – who was tempted in every point even as we are tempted, 
but He never sinned, not even once.   
 
   As such, He satisfied the divine justice of Almighty God, and in submitting to an unjust arrest, 
a mock trial, and an undeserved death on a cross; He died a death that we do not have to.  
Jesus took upon Himself our sin, and endured the torment of hell, so we don’t have to.  But, this 
is only true if you live for Him.  If you have come to the end of yourself, and turned from your 
self-serving ways, and embraced the righteous grace of God, and believe that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, then you will escape the coming judgment.  Your death will not be the end of all things 
good.  It will merely be the beginning of all things good beyond compare and description. 
 
   There are many who do not acknowledge what we’ve learned today.  Many people are 
building for themselves a wretched, tortuous end to this life.  As a minimum, it will be a life of 
regret, and that is a tremendous waste of life. 

 

   I looked upon a farm one day, that once I used to own; 
    The barn had fallen to the ground; the fields were overgrown. 

 
The house in which my children grew, where we had lived for years… 

I turned to see it broken down, and brushed aside the tears. 
 

I looked upon my soul one day to find it too had grown,  
with thorns and nettles everywhere, the seeds neglect had sown. 

 
The years had passed while I had cared for things of lesser worth. 

The things of heaven I let go while minding things of earth. 
 

To Christ I turned with bitter tears and cried, “O Lord, forgive!” 
I have not much time left for Thee, not many years to live.   

 
The wasted years forever gone, the days I can’t recall. 

If I could live those days again, I’d make Him Lord of all.” 
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   Author and retired PCA pastor Tim Keller summarizes what we’ve discussed today.  “Jesus 
lived and died and rose so that you could be his brothers – so how can you shun or sneer at a 
brother he died for?  How can you stand in God’s place of judgment – when you yourself will 
stand before Him and be judged?  You should focus on your own conduct, and on how you will 
answer for it when you meet God, rather than focusing on everyone else’s.”  (Keller, 152)  
 

  One primary goal I have as an under-shepherd to the Great Shepherd Jesus Christ is to prepare 
you for eternity – to help you live to God this side of glory, and to die to God in the next.  
 
   We are accountable for what we do with our lives here on God’s earth.  We will answer to 
God for every word we have spoken, for the talents He gave us, for the use of the resources He 
blessed us with, and for how we used our time.  You must get your affairs in order with God 
now.  Will you live for Him…and die for Him? 
 
 
 


