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“Living in Harmony” 
Romans 15:1-6 

January 24th, 2021 
 

   Jack and Jim were the best of friends.  Devoted.  Inseparable.  So when Jim lost both his legs in a 
railroad accident, Jack did everything he could to help.  At first, Jim was certain his career with the 
railroad was finished.  The company gave him another job…as a signalman.  His outpost was to be a 
lonely little stop, more than 200 miles from anywhere.   
 
   Jack went along to be whatever help he could be on the new job.  Anything he could do to help his 
crippled friend.  Jim would live in a little wooden shack about 150 yards from the signal tower.  It was 
going to be lonely out there.  And there would be many difficulties and adjustments. 
 
   But Jack would help, for a while anyway.  In the beginning Jack stuck around mostly for company.  He 
swept out the shack and pumped water from the well and tended the garden and made himself useful in 
all the ways legless Jim could not.  There was a little trolley, a single-seater that led from the shack to 
the signal tower.  Jack pushed Jim on that trolley several times a day and stood there while Jim operated 
the big levers in sequence.  And, eventually Jack got so familiar with Jim’s schedule that he began to 
walk out and operate the signal system himself. 
 
   There was a lot to remember on that job, a lot to be done.  Daily responsibilities at the signal tower 
included working the levers that set the signals, as well as the tower controls that opened and closed 
siding switches.  Soon, Jack was doing all the work.  But he never complained.  After all, Jim was his 
friend.  Jim had just gone trough a terrible ordeal.  It was the least Jack could do…for a while anyway. 

 
   Let’s pause our story for a few minutes, not for a bathroom break or drink of water, but to 
look at the 6 verses of sacred Scripture before us.  Though today we’re beginning our study of a 
new chapter, the second to last in the New Testament book of Romans, the theme of the 
discussion from Romans Chapter 14 carries over to the first 13 verses of Romans Chapter 15.  That 
theme is that Christians are to live at peace with one another, especially when they disagree on 
matters not essential to salvation. 
 
   Walking with Jesus requires us to pick up our cross daily in order to follow Him.  Our cross can 
be our relationship with people who are not at the same point we are spiritually.  Such areas 
where we are strong can be areas we hurt others easily; conversely, areas where we are weak 
can bind the freedom of those more spiritually mature than we are.  “We must be willing to 
relate to people who are draining.  We are not to seek arguments with Christians who differ, 
but respect them, reconsider our own positions, and if differences persist, seek to 
accommodate ourselves to the sensitivities of others.” (Keller, 162) 
 
   Today, we’ll explore the first six verses of the 15th chapter.  God is speaking to us, church, 
through His apostle. 
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Romans 15:1-6: 
   “We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let 
each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.  For even Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.’ For whatever 
things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope.  Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded 
toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

   Several years ago, Mary Esther Brown suggested I read a wonderful Christian fiction series of books.  
The “Harmony” series (10 books total) written by Phillip Gulley is about a fictional small town of 
Harmony, Indiana.  The series revolves around a little Quaker church and its pastor Sam Gardner.  I 
didn’t think of it before I had already developed the title for this message – “Living in Harmony.”  But, it 
is a title that could easily be an 11th installment in the series.     

 
   MP1 – Since Jesus has purchased us (Christians), we are able to please others (v. 1-3) 
   MP2 – The Primacy of the Scriptures (v. 4) 
   MP3 – A Prayer for Harmony. (v. 5-6) 
 

   MP1 – Since Jesus purchased us (Christians), we are able to please others.  Notice right off the bat, 
Paul addresses those who are strong, and he includes himself in that designation.  “We then who 

are strong…”  The strength Paul mentions refers to knowledge; the “strong” here are the 
Christians with more, or deeper knowledge of the Scriptures.  Even so, none of us is fully 
strong/mature in every doctrine or setting; sometimes we are the strong, and sometimes we 
are the weak.   
 
   What is required of the strong Christian in verse 1?  “He/she ought to bear with the scruples of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves.”  Can there be a clearer statement to refute the erroneous 
thinking that causes Christians to think no one can make them do what they don’t want to do?  
The strong are never to do what pleases self regardless of its effect on others.  “Selfishness is 
always a barrier to effective Christian work, and… it breaks up Christian unity.” (Morris, 497) 
 
   “True Christian love is not selfish; rather, it seeks to share with others and make others happy.  
It is even willing to carry the younger Christians, to help them along in their spiritual 
development.  We do not endure them.  We encourage them!” (Wiersbe, 562)    
 
   Verse 2 then puts it in positive terms – “Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to 

edification.”  Our work bearing up with the scruples of the weak is not over simply because we 
refrain from doing what they find sinful.  We must go beyond that to actually pleasing them.  
And, that includes edifying them, building them up.  This would include patiently instructing 
them on the Word of God, trusting the Holy Spirit to make them understand the true extent of 
the liberty Jesus has purchased for His people. 
 
   And, that leads us to verse 3 – “For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, ‘The 
reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.’”   



3 

   Paul here quotes Psalm 69:9 to prove his point.  To get more of the context, let’s read verses 7-

9 of Psalm 69: 
 

   “Because for Your sake I have borne reproach (blame, censure); shame has covered my face.  
I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s children; because zeal 
for Your house has eaten me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen 
on me.” 

 
   Truly, these verses remind us that Jesus came to earth not to be served, but rather to serve.  
Indeed, He came to give His very life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).  Does a strong Christian 
think he is making a great sacrifice by giving up some food and drink?  Then let him measure his 
sacrifice by the sacrifice of Christ.  No sacrifice we could ever make could match Calvary.” 
(Wiersbe, 562) 
 
    Do you realize, friend, that if you are a stronger one, that God has given you strength in order 
that you serve others with it, not just exercising it for yourself or your family? Paul is forcing us 
to think wider and broader than just those we inhabit the same house with or spend holidays 
with; our true family consists of brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.  This is the thought behind 
Jesus’ words to His followers in Mark’s gospel account, the third chapter.   
 
   Jesus’ teaching had drawn many people to come out and see Him and listen to what He had 
to say, after all, nobody had spoken with such authority before.  Perhaps as many as several 
hundred were sitting on blankets, mats, or even the bare ground.  As He taught them, someone 
called out to Jesus, “Look Your mother and Your brothers are…seeking You.” (Mark 3:32) 
 
   Now, what might you expect Jesus to say next?  “Oh, please, make some room for them, right 
up front, and give them your mat to sit on, after all, this is the venerable Mary who carried me 
for 9 months, and these are my brothers – please, make room for my family right up here 
closest to Me.” 
 
   But, that’s not what He said.  As He often did, Jesus answered by asking a question.  “Who is 
My mother, or My brothers?” (Mark 3:33).  He then looked around those in a circle around Him, 
and gesturing to them, He answered, “Here are My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the 
will of God is My brother and My sister and My mother.” (Mark 3:34-35)  
 
   Since Jesus purchased Christians, we are able to please others.  Now, we move on to verse 4 which 

teaches the Primacy of the Scriptures – “For whatever things were written before were written for our 

learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”  As we’ve seen 
from Paul throughout the first 14 chapters of the letter to the Roman Church, he often quotes 
or paraphrases the Old Testament Scriptures.  We’ll see that later in this 15th chapter, too.   
 
   Quoting a psalm as he does here, Paul teaches us that the Scriptures are entirely applicable 
well beyond the circumstance in which they were first written.  The old covenant Scriptures 
continue to have value for those who live under the administration of the new covenant.  We 
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must fancy ourselves to be more than merely “New Testament Christians.”  For sure, the New 
Testament is very important to life and salvation, but we don’t properly understand the New 
Testament without the Old Testament.  Nor do we understand the Old Testament correctly 
without also thoroughly understanding the New Testament. 
 

   Recently I asked the elders to prayerfully consider me teaching a mid-week Bible Study that would be 
open to all within the church family or community, or an informal Sunday PM (mid to late afternoon) 
service/study, either of which we would focus upon on Old Testament book.  If that were re-
implemented, I’d be leading a Sunday morning sermon series through a New Testament book, and a 
Sunday PM or mid-week study working through an Old Testament book.  I hope you’d prayerfully 
consider participating in this second option, realizing that the Sunday morning gathering is still the most 
important gathering of the week.  

    
   So, Jesus purchased us, and we are therefore now able to please others.  And, we’ve seen the 
Scriptures (OT & NT) are of prime importance.  Now, Paul closes this portion with a prayer for harmony 
– verses 5 & 6, “Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one 
another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
   I used this as the Benediction last Sunday.  It’s a beautiful prayer to God that He “the God of 

patience and comfort” would make His people like-minded toward one another.  It’s a prayer for 
unity; a harmony within the church that is experienced when people don’t insist on their way, 
especially if their suggestion applies only for their own kingdom of one. 
 
   We must be careful to remember, however, that Christian unity doesn’t mean the elimination 
of diversity within the body.  God is not looking for us to be uniform, but united.  Uniformity is a 
cookie-cutter approach to life; everyone is exactly the same in everything.  There is latitude for 
differences of opinion in the body of Christ as long as the gospel is not overthrown in the 
process.  God seeks unity amid diversity, which should not be surprising because He is a Trinity 
– He exhibits both unity and diversity – He is one in essence; and triune (three) in Person. 
 

 How often do you pray for the peace and purity of the church around the world? 

 How often do you pray for the peace and purity of your local church body? 
 

   MP1 – Since Jesus purchased us (Christians), we are able to please others.  Unbelievers do not seek 
to please anyone other than themselves.  The redeemed of the Lord have the command of sacred 
Scripture to please others – whether that means to refrain from something the other thinks is sin, or the 
other needs us to help with.  In pleasing one another, we are pleasing God.  
   MP2 – The Primacy of the Scriptures.  All 66 books of the Bible are important; all 39 in the Old 
Testament and all 27 in the New Testament.  “All of them are given by inspiration of God to be the rule 
of faith and life.” (WCF, Chap 1, note 1). 
   MP3 – A Prayer for Harmony.  God desires that those making up His church are like-minded; one mind 
and one mouth to declare His glorious majesties and mercies to the unbelieving world. 
 

   I’d like to return to the story I opened this message with.  Remember Jack and Jim? 
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   Jack kept house for his physically handicapped friend Jim for more than 9 years!  Jack pumped water 
from the well, tended the garden, and trudged out to the signal tower each day to operate the heavy 
equipment.  Until one day, after a bout with tuberculosis, Jack died. 
 
   In all those years, Jack, who had never before worked on the railroad…Jack, who had never before 
seen a signal tower in his life…never made a mistake. 
 
   In 9 years, Jack never threw a switch incorrectly…he never sided a car in error.  In 9 years, there was 
not one accident or even a narrow miss on the Port Elizabeth main line…because of Jack. 
 
   Jack is buried in Cape Colony, South Africa, not far from the outpost where he worked with his friend.  
His grave is a silent testament to selflessness, of love for others, no matter the cost to self. 
 
   Oh, I don’t think I mentioned that Jack…the friend who cleaned house and pumped water and tended 
garden and manned the switch tower that ran the railroad…was not a man at all.  Jack was…a baboon. 

 
   Friends, if an animal like Jack can love a human being like Jim so selflessly, so completely, with 
such an other orientation, then we really have no excuse for not doing the same with other 
Christians.   
 
   May we be like-minded toward one another that we with one mind and tongue may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 


