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“The Good Life” 
Romans 12:14-21 
November 1st, 2020 

 

   Jan and our daughter Molly left Alabama two days before our son Zach and I pulled out of Prattville, 
our home for more than 8 years.  Jan came to Aledo early to attend the closing on our house, and Zach 
and I stayed in Alabama until the moving company loaded up our household goods and headed north. 
 
   As we drove out of Prattville, we stopped by our church, First Presbyterian Church, where our after 
school ministry “Back Gate” had just concluded.  It was Zach’s birthday, his 13th, and some of the staff 
for “Back Gate” were still at the church cleaning up.  They had a birthday cake for Zach and we sang 
“Happy Birthday”, even as we also said our good-byes.  We had mixed feelings; there was sadness in 
leaving a place and a church we loved, but also there was hopefulness that accompanies beginning a 
new chapter in life in a new location. 
 
   Zach and I arrived in Aledo very late in the afternoon the next day, November 1st, 2001.  Today, 
November 1st, 2020 marks the 19th anniversary of our time with Trinity Church of Aledo.   
 
   The moving truck arrived in town the next day, and even as some of you were there to help us unload 
and unpack, I needed to go to the Quad Cities to make a hospital visit with one of our elders who was in 
the ICU following a serious automobile accident he was involved in the day we left Alabama.  I had no 
clue how to get to the Quad Cities from Aledo, so I remember one of our members giving instructions as 
I wrote them down.  You know, turn right at the 4-way, then go a mile and a half, turn left at the light.  
Follow this highway – you’ll go by Illini Feeds on the east, then past the airport on your west, then you’ll 
come by where Perryton Church used to be, up and down two big hills, past the Presbyterian Church on 
the left, then follow Hamlet curve…  
 
   I was to have had our first Sunday in Aledo off to help ease our transition.  But the elder in the ICU was 
the one scheduled to preach our first Sunday in Aledo; he was obviously in no condition to do that.  So, I 
prepared and delivered a sermon for that Sunday.  We hit the ground running, and we haven’t stopped 
19 years later. 
 
   It has been a good life with Trinity Church, the city of Aledo, and the county of Mercer, especially so up 
until ‘rona 7 ½ months ago.  Life has been much more difficult since then.     

 

   I submit to you that “the good life” (sermon title) is the one that is lived according to the 
Word of God.  That is something we began to unpack last Sunday morning when we looked to 
Romans 12:9-13.  We learned then that love was the motivating factor, and the foundation, of 
healthy relationships within the Church.  After all, God’s Apostle (Paul) wrote this letter to 
Christians – the Church in Rome.   
 
   We pick up our continuing Sunday morning sermon study of the New Testament book of 
Romans today beginning with verse 14 of that same 12th Chapter of Romans, and reading 
through the end of the chapter and verse 21. 
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Romans 12:14-21: 
   “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep 
with those who weep.  Be of the same mind toward one another.  Do not set your mind on high things, 
but associate with the humble.  Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
   Repay no one evil for evil.  Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  If it is possible, as much 
as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give 
place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  Therefore, 

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.’ 
 
   Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

 

   Each Saturday morning, a handful of men pray in the east Classroom here at the church building.  (We 
have room for more of you to join us, guys)!  Yesterday, as we read these verses from Romans Chapter 
12, one of the men jokingly said he didn’t like how this passage starts off.  “Bless those who persecute 
you.”  I don’t, either.  It’s hard to bless those who hurt us. 

  
   “Bless” here in verse 14 means “Ask God to bless.”  That goes further than not retaliating in 
kind for a hurt received.  It goes further than merely forgiving someone else for an offense 
against you.  Instead, “bless” is to actively seek the good of our persecutors by praying for God’s 
blessing on them.  Notice “bless” is used twice – “bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse.”  To respond to persecution by seeking the persecutor’s blessing is a supernatural way to 
live, especially when we remember that the “the foremost trait of human nature is self-
defense.” (Barnhouse, 92) 
 
   The good life is living the life Jesus lived.  What did He teach about blessing those who 
persecute us?  Turn to the Sermon on the Mount.  (Where do we find that in the Bible?)  
Matthew Chapter 5; a more condensed version is Luke Chapter 6.  We’ll look at Matthew 5:43-48: 
 

    “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I 
say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and 
pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; …For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same?  And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others?  
Do not even the tax collectors do this?  Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect.”  

 
   This should be our default position as Christians.  Sounds unfair, especially if you’re in conflict 
with another/others who also claim to know Jesus savingly.  Rather than trying to read 
another’s heart without x-ray vision to determine the reality of their faith, we should look at 
our own actions.  Whatever good we feel we might gain in conflict with another, pales in 
comparison to the good God will deliver to those who continue to respond to persecution by 
seeking the persecutor’s good.  There is great reward in store for those who take God at His 
Word.  The question is, do you trust God to deliver on your behalf?   
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   Verse 15 follows, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”  Though 
weeping means something painful has taken place or is in process, it can be easier to weep with 
those who weep, than it is to rejoice with those who rejoice.  It’s twisted, but we are twisted; 
redeemed, yes, but still fighting the sin in our members.   
 
 How hard it must be for a woman who loves kids, but cannot bear children, to rejoice with the 

mother of a newborn infant.  Even if the baby’s mom is a friend or a loved one. 

 How difficult it is to celebrate another’s receiving the promotion that you worked so hard to earn 
yourself.  Even if the one promoted is a friend or a loved one. 

 How tough it can be to rejoice with grandparents whose grandchildren live nearby, when yours 
live far away.  And you’re not there for the first time the baby rolls over, her first steps taken, or a 
birthday celebration. 

 
   But, to rejoice with those who rejoice for God’s goodness granted them, brings us together if 
we, too, rejoice in that goodness.  To weep with others who weep is a mark of a mature 
Christian.  The bond of tears can be a strong one.  In light of this, we realize living the good life 
is not to be indifferent to the joys and sorrows of others.  
 

   Verse 16 reminds us, “Be of the same mind toward one another.  Do not set your mind on high 

things, but associate with the humble.  Do not be wise in your own opinion.”  Living the good life is, as 
we often see taught in the pages of the New Testament, to be other oriented.  We are not to 
toot our own horn, nor are we to measure our worth by the lack of worth in others.  A true 
believer in Jesus Christ is a humble person; such a one realizes she has received much from God 
in terms of purpose for living, and glory in heaven in the life to come.   
 
   Verses 17-19 address a touchy subject - Revenge.  It has many synonyms.  Vengeance; 
Payback; getting what you deserve.  Paul writes, “Repay no one evil for evil.  Have regard for good 
things in the sight of all men.  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay,’ says the Lord.”   
 

   We all may be able to relate to the T-shirt that says, “I don’t get mad; I get even.”  Hopefully, 
we don’t have one! 

 
   I’d like to share an extended quote by the late Dr. RC Sproul, who observes, “When Paul 
writes, ‘Repay no evil for evil,’ he is indicating the moral realm.  Today when we are hurt or 
offended, we are prone to say, ‘It is payback time.  What goes around comes around.’  We look 
for an opportunity to wound the one who has wounded us.  We want to get even.  In fact, we 
are very seldom satisfied with getting even.  Getting even is simply tying the score.  We do not 
want to get even; we want to get one up.  We want to win in the battle of human relationships.  
Paul says that such a disposition, which reigns in the human heart, is a manifestation of 
corruption and an example of moral evil.  If we are victims of someone’s sin, the flesh wants to 
get even, and the payback involves us in sin.  This is not the way the Christian life is to be.” 
(Sproul, 433) 
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   Surely, living the good life means that we don’t return evil for evil.  Rather, we leave 
vengeance to the Lord, Who is just and Who will settle the score.  That allows us to live 
peaceably with all people, to the fullest of our capacity to do so. 
 
  And this life is lived out by engaging in such behaviors as Paul includes in Romans 12:20:   
 

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.’ 

 
   This is a quote of Proverbs 25:21 & 22a.  Proverbs 25:22b adds this line, “and the Lord will reward 
you.” 
 
   Again, we look to Jesus.  No one was ever reviled so much or as unjustly as He was.  This is 
how the Apostle Peter puts it in his first letter (1 Peter 2:23-25) speaking of Jesus: 
 

   “Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 
but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness – by whose stripes 
you were healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls.”  

 
   “The only way to destroy an enemy is to make him your friend.” (Barclay, 170) 

 
   The chapter closes with Paul’s admonition to the church to overcome evil with good.  Its verse 
21, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  “To be overcome by evil means to 
respond to evil with evil.’ (Morris, 455)   
 
   What this all comes down to is this – “We are to love others at cost to ourselves.  The Bible 
makes much of Jesus’ sacrificial love for us.  He was stripped and killed in order to love us.  In 
view of that, we are to live as He did, and love as He did.  If the way we love another comes at 
cost to ourselves, we have started to know what Christ-like love is. (Keller, 128) 
 
   It is possible to live up to the high standard – the good life – today’s Scripture establishes.  I 
close with a stirring example of what this good life looks like: 
 

   John Perkins is a black man who dropped out of school in the third grade but who became a pastor 
and founder of the Voice of Calvary Ministries in Mendenhall, Mississippi.  He received national 
recognition for his leadership in race relations, has an honorary doctorate from Wheaton College, and 
even served on a presidential commission for inner-city problems under President Ronald Reagan. 
 
   John Perkins was born in Mississippi.  He left the south for California when he was still a teenager, 
became a Christian there, and later returned to Mississippi because he believed God was calling him to 
preach the gospel to the poor black people he had been raised with and help them by developing and 
supporting black leadership. 
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   On February 7th, 1970, a Saturday night, a van of black college students who had been participating in 
a civil rights march was pulled over by highway patrolmen from Brandon, Mississippi, and the students 
were arrested.  Perkins and two of his associates went to jail to post bail, but when they arrived they 
were surrounded by five deputy sheriffs and several highway patrolmen who arrested them and began 
to beat them. 
 
   Perkins had not been speeding, taking drugs, or resisting arrest.  He didn’t even have a police record.  
All he had done was go to the jail to post bail for the students.  But he was a black leader, and he was 
hated. 
 
   Perkins was beaten most of that night, along with some of the others.  They stomped on him and 
kicked him in the head, ribs, and groin.  One officer brought a fork over to him and said, “Do you see 
this?” Then he jammed it up his nose.  For part of that terrible evening Perkins was unconscious and so 
mutilated that the students who were watching over him in his cell thought he was either dead or about 
to die.  It was a case of evil in a particularly vicious, violent, and racist form. 
 
   Yet it did something good for Perkins.  Up to this point he had been in Mississippi to preach to black 
people only.  It was all he was allowed to do.  The doors of virtually all-white churches were closed to 
him.  But the beating changed him and gave him a new vision.  He wrote: 
 
   I remember their faces – so twisted with hate.  It was like looking at white-faced demons.  For the first 
time I saw what hate had done to those people.  These policemen were poor.  They saw themselves as 
failures.  The only way they knew how to find a sense of worth was by beating us.  Their racism made 
them feel like “somebody.”  When I saw that, I just couldn’t hate back.  I could only pity them.  I said to 
God that night, ‘God, if you will let me out of this jail alive,” – and I really didn’t think I would, maybe I 
was trying to bargain with Him – “I really want to preach a gospel that will heal these people, too.” 
 
   Perkins’ recovery took some time, since he needed to heal both physically and emotionally.  A pair of 
compassionate doctors, one white and one black, assisted the physical recovery.  The emotional healing 
was accomplished by God, who taught him that the same gospel that frees blacks also frees whites and 
that real justice, if it was to come, would come “only as people’s hearts were made right with God and 
God’s love motivated them to be reconciled with each other.’ 
 
   He continues, “Now God had enabled me to forgive the many whites who had wronged me.  I found 
myself able to truly love them.  I wanted to return good for evil.”  And Perkins did!  His ministry is the 
proof of that desire.  It is a striking case of a believer in Jesus Christ refusing to be overcome by evil, but 
instead overcoming evil with good.  

 

 


