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“What Can You Give to the King?” 
Romans 12:1 

September 27th, 2020 

 
   The courage demonstrated by members of our US armed forces offers a great many examples 
of sacrifice.  
 

   Technical Sergeant John Chapman distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism as an Air Force 
Tactics Combat Controller attached to Navy SEAL Team 6 on March 4th, 2002.  A helicopter on which the 
SEAL team was riding was ambushed as it attempted an evening landing on a mountain in Afghanistan.  
One of the team members fell out of the helicopter and tumbled down the mountain to a place near 
enemy forces. 
 
   After landing their helicopter some distance away, Chapman and his team returned near the location 
of their teammate.  Without regard for his own safety, Sergeant Chapman moved in the direction of the 
closest enemy position despite coming under heavy fire from multiple directions.  He fearlessly charged 
an enemy bunker, up a steep incline in thigh deep snow and into hostile fire, directly engaging the 
enemy.  Reaching the bunker, Chapman cleared it of enemy occupants.  With complete disregard for his 
own life, Sergeant Chapman moved from cover only a few yards from another enemy machine gun 
bunker, exposing himself to attack a second bunker, from which a machine gun fired on his team.  
Chapman was struck and injured by enemy fire.  Despite severe, mortal wounds, he continued fighting 
relentlessly, for over an hour, eventually perishing after the arrival of his team. 
 
  As a result of his actions, Sergeant John Chapman was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor, recognition bestowed upon 3,500 American warriors since its inception in 1861.  John 
Chapman gave his all that others might live. 

 
   Church history is peppered with examples of sacrifice - faithful men, women, and children - 
martyred because they would not stop declaring Jesus Christ as Lord. 
 

   The author of the New Testament letter of Romans, which we’ve been studying on Sunday mornings 
the last 13 months, is one of those.  The Apostle Paul’s final destination this side of eternity was a spot 
on the Ostian Way just outside the walls of Rome.  Tradition has it that Paul was beheaded beyond the 
gates.  He fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith.   

 
   We’ve made it to the 12th chapter in our study of the Bible’s book known as Romans.  Our 
tour guide, the Apostle Paul, makes a clear transition from the major doctrinal portion of this 
epistle to the application portion.  The studies we’ve experienced these last 13 months have 
prepared us to begin to live (or continue living, depending on your relationship with Jesus 
Christ) as children of the living God.   
 
   In fact, Romans 12:1-2 are a summary of the whole of the Christian life.  You seldom see these 
verses used independently of one another; they’re typically referred to collectively.  Even so, 
we’ll be studying each verse separately, verse 1 today, and verse 2 next Sunday, Lord willing.  I 
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decided to do so because I wanted to make sure we plumbed each adequately; we’ll surely 
benefit because of it.     
 
Romans 12:1:   
   “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 
   If you’re using a New King James Version of the Bible, as I use in the preaching ministry from 
this pulpit, you’ll see a word we don’t use much in today’s parlance.  That word is ‘beseech.’  It 
means to ‘urge’ (as used in the New International Version), ‘exhort’ or ‘encourage.’  Paul here 
begins to press upon his readers the teaching of the first 11 chapters of Romans, which is what 
is in view with the word “therefore” here in Romans 12:1.  Because Chapters 1-11 apply, Chapters 
12-16 are how we are to live. 
 
   Included in this body of doctrine in Romans Chapters 1-11 are the Bible’s most complete 
treatises of humankind’s thorough depravity and God’s amazing grace by which we are justified 
before God through faith alone because of Jesus Christ alone.  All of this is possible because 
God is merciful (also in today’s verse).  Because of His great mercies toward His elect ones, God 
relieves the miseries of His fallen creatures. 
 
   This teaching is evident in some of Paul’s other New Testament letters.  Primary among them 
is Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus.  This is Ephesians 2:4-7:   
 

   “But God who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raise us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

 
   Augustus Toplady is one of the great hymn writers; he lived just 38 years in the mid-1770s.  
Among the best of his hymns are Rock of Ages and A Debtor to Mercy Alone.  This is the first 
stanza of the latter: 
 

“A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy I sing; 
Nor fear, with your righteousness on, my person and off’ring to bring. 

The terrors of law and of God with me can have nothing to do; 
My Savior’s obedience and blood hide all my transgressions from view.” 

    
   We come now to a word that distinguishes Romans 12:1 from Romans 12:2.  That word is 
“bodies”, as in presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice.  God is not only concerned with our 
souls, but He is also concerned with our bodies.  Both are precious gifts from Him.  How we 
treat each of them should be of primary concern to us because both soul and body will be 
reunited upon the return of Jesus Christ from heaven to earth.  That is, if we first fall asleep in 
Jesus (die) before His Second Coming.  When He returns to earth in power and glory, our bodies 
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will be resurrected from the grave and they will be paired together once again, even as they 
were when we lived on earth (this present existence). 
 
   It is God’s desire to have all of our being, our entire bodies, internally and externally.  We’ll 
cover this more when we study verse 2 next Sunday, but God wants your mind.  We must fill 
our minds with good things, not bad ones.  “If you fill your mind only with the products of our 
secular culture, you will remain secular and sinful” (Boice, 1502). 
 
   That doesn’t mean we should have nothing to do with the things of the culture, we must if we 
are to connect with those outside of the church.  It DOES mean we shouldn’t fill our minds 
solely with the news, stories, and entertainments of our secular society.  Let’s look, for 
instance, at reading.  We shouldn’t miss the value of reading fiction.  We are a people who love 
stories, and sometimes, great theological truths are made accessible for our understanding of 
these truths through good fiction.  
 

   I recently listened to a favorite pod cast, Mortification of Spin.  The two hosts, one a pastor from our 
denomination, and the other an Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) theologian and college professor 
were talking about the value of Christians reading good fiction.  In particular, they mentioned, fiction 
writers such as Evelyn Waugh and Marilynne Robinson. 
 
   For sure, if you’re not one to sit down and read a book over the course of several weeks, you can listen 
to books and Scripture.  Fiction can explore relationships and aspects of life in ways non-fiction cannot.  
We must not sacrifice reading our Bibles and daily devotionals, but we must not forget to supplement 
such reading with other good reading material if we would give God our minds. 

 
   In addition to the mind, we are to give God our eyes and ears.  Some videos, movies, and 
programs are antithetical to Christianity; they are profane and pornographic.  How are you 
going to grow in godliness if you are constantly watching videos and listening to music or 
programs that never mention godliness at all? 
 
   We are also to give our tongues to God.  We use our tongues to praise and serve God.  We 
can recite Scripture aloud with them; we can use our tongues to praise God by means of singing 
good music, and we can use our tongues to witness to others about the Person and work of 
Jesus Christ. 
  
   Jesus gave Himself for us, and we are to respond by giving ourselves to Him.  He gave Himself 
to redeem us; we give ourselves to thank and serve Him.  Such sacrifices are not limited to 
Sunday morning or special holiday observances; they are an offering of our whole self for our 
whole life. 
 
   Another word Paul uses to describe the nature of our sacrificing our bodies to God is “holy,” 
as in “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy…” In temple worship/service, animal sacrifices had 
to be without spot or blemish and consecrated entirely to God.  As the apex of God’s creation, 
we much more so should be holy.  So says the Apostle Peter in I Peter 1:15-16, as he quotes 
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Leviticus 11:44-45, “…as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is 

written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy.’”  And, as the writer of Hebrews instructs in Hebrews 12:14, 

“Pursue…holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.”  To be holy is to be utterly pure and 
completely set apart.  We should not be seeing how close we come to the edge of the sin cliff 
without falling off of it.  We will always, sooner than later, fall off that cliff.  Let us endeavor to 
seek purity, and strive to remain pure even as Jesus is pure.  This is very hard to achieve alone – 
we need the help of others - actual people; virtual presence just doesn’t cut it. 
 
   The next term in Romans 12:1 is “acceptable to God.”  That which is acceptable to God is not our 
best gifts brought about by the best of our sinful efforts.  That which is acceptable to God is 
that which is done through love for Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  For instance, in 
his first letter to his protégé Timothy, Paul instructs that prayers offered by Christians on behalf 
of those ruling over us is “good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior” (I Timothy 2:3). 

 
   We come at last to the conclusion of the verse.  Paul says this verse, what we do as the 
redeemed of the Lord is “our reasonable service.”  Some versions have here instead “your spiritual 

worship.”  Whether reasonable or rational service, it is our response to God’s great grace in our 
lives that is our ‘spiritual worship.’ 
 
   This self-sacrifice that Paul discusses here is serious business.  He is pleading with his readers, 
begging us, to present ourselves for the glory of God almighty.  The things we do to occupy our 
time, professional, personal, and discretionary, should always relate to what we God demands 
of us.  What else explains why we make such a big deal of leaving our homes on what for some 
is their only day of the week that they have off?  Why are we here?  Who are we trying to 
impress?  We are in desperate need of Jesus in every area of our lives.  He’s given us His all; it is 
ours to do the same.  
 

   Jim Elliott wrote as a young missionary, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.”  Jim Elliott gave his life to God in what he judged to be the most reasonable service, and he 
gained a spiritual inheritance forever. 

 

   Another missionary, William Borden, came from a wealthy privileged family (you’ve heard of Borden 
milk?), was a graduate of Yale University, and had the promise of a wonderful and lucrative career 
before him.  But he sensed a call to serve God as a missionary in China and left for the mission field even 
though his family and friends thought him a fool for going.   
 
   After a short time away and even before he reached China, Borden contracted a fatal disease and died.  
He had given up everything to follow Jesus.  He died possessing nothing in this world.  But Borden of 
Yale did not regret it.  We know this because he left a note as he lay dying that said, “No reserve, no 
retreat, and no regrets.”  Like so many others, William Borden found the service of Christ to be 
eminently reasonable, and he gained a lasting reward. 

 

   What can you give to the King?  What can you give to the One who has everything?  What can I give?  
What gift can I bring?  What can I give to a King? 
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   I can give Him a heart that’s opened wide, I can give Him a life that’s got nothing to hide, I can give Him 
a love that’s tender and true, that’s what I can give to the King. 

 
   If you’ve not yet sold out to Jesus, now is the acceptable time.  Come to Him for the first time, 
or return to Him for the 500th time.  “Because the sinless Savior died, our sinful souls are counted 
free.  For God the just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon us.”    
 

 


