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“Riches from Stumbling” 
Romans 11:11-15 
August 23rd, 2020 

 

   My young friends, I’m speaking to you now.  Have you ever fallen out of bed?  Not a fun way to wake 
up, is it?  Have you ever tripped on the carpet, a rug, or even a step, and fallen to the ground?  Would it 
surprise you if I said I have tripped and fallen lots of times?  
 
   I remember when I was in 3rd or 4th Grade, my friends and I played on the school playground one 
winter day.  We’d run really fast, and when we got to an ice patch, we’d stop running and slide on it.  
One time, I hit a dry patch in the middle of my slide and I went tumbling head over heels – my feet 
stopped, but the rest of me didn’t!  I hit my head and somehow scratched my cheek.  That scar was on 
my cheek for years. 
 
   The summer between 8th grade and my freshman year of high school, I fell out of a tree in our front 
yard.  I broke my left wrist and had to wear a cast on my whole arm for 13 weeks!  Ugh!   
 
   I’ve fallen down the steps many times at every house I’ve lived in, to include our current one.  One of 
the first times I responded with the fire department to a fire call during the middle of the night, my 
pager went off waking me from a deep sleep.  I stumbled around in the dark looking for my glasses, and 
then stumbling to the stairs, I missed one of them, and tumbled down to the landing.  Fortunately, I 
didn’t break anything! 
 
   I assure you, I’m no klutz; I don’t fall that often, but when I do I remember it! 
 
   I’m sure you’ve heard of the Mother Goose nursery rhyme, Humpty Dumpty? 

 
“Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; 
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.” 
 

   The king’s horses and men can’t put Humpty back together (or anyone else for that matter).  But 
another King can.  Do you know Who I’m thinking about?  Jesus!  As our King He rules over us, the world 
and Satan, and He defends us. 
 
   Because we are born sinners, we need Jesus.  We need Him to forgive us of our sins and we need Him 
to make us more holy in heart and conduct.     
    
   Today’s Bible verses are hard to understand, but they do make it clear that we must repent of our sins 
and believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior to be saved.  It’s a hard to come to church and not have Sunday 
School yet, isn’t it?  But it will happen sooner than later.  In the meantime, let’s keep our hearts tuned 
into Jesus, OK? 
 
   Prayer – Dear God, we thank you that when we stumble and fall, we can get back up with your help.  
Thank you that Jesus came from heaven to earth to take the pain of our fall.  Forgive us of our sins and 
help us become more like Jesus, we pray in His name, Amen!   



2 

    
   Today’s passage is tough; it beat me up all week.  It’s not easy to comprehend.  When I have tough 
weeks like last one, God is faithful to speak His grace to us nonetheless.  
 
Romans 11:11-15: 
   “I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall?  Certainly not!  But through their fall, to provoke 
them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles.  12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their 
failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 
   13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if 
by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them.  15 For if their 
being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” 

 
   To this point in Romans Chapter 11, we’ve seen that Israel’s rejection of Christ wasn’t total.  
With today’s verses, we see Israel’s rejection isn’t final. 
 
   I struggled with this text as I tried to determine who are the antecedents to the pronouns; 
who are the nouns the pronouns replaced?  Who is the “they (used twice), their (used once), and 
them (also used once)” in verse 11?  They must all refer to the same entity.  Those who in verse 
1 stumbled are the same who fell.  And, those who fell are also those who are provoked to 
jealousy.   
 
   The best answer to the identity of “they, their, and them” is Israel.  The verse would then 
read,”…has Israel stumbled that Israel should fall?  But, through Israel’s fall, to provoke Israel to 

jealousy…” Verse 12 helps us come to the same conclusion.  It was Israel’s fall that results in 
spiritual riches for the world and Israel’s failure that results in riches to the Gentiles. 
 
   Three thoughts are contained in verse 11, and they occur as follows: 
 

 The transgression (fall) of Israel has led to the salvation of the Gentiles; 

 The salvation of the Gentiles will cause Israel to envy; 

 The envy of Israel will draw them to the same salvation as the Gentiles (said here in verse 
11, and again in verse 14 – “if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my 
flesh, and save some of them.” 

 
   The verb ‘stumble’ in verse 11 in Greek means to “fall in a situation where you could never get 
back up again.”  It's one thing to stumble; it's something else to hit with such a thud that you're 
totally unable to get up again.  Did Israel fall in order that they would never be able to come 
back?  Is their stumbling complete and irreversible?  Is it a permanent falling from which no 
recovery is ever possible?  
 
   The purpose of Israel's stumbling was that the Gentiles would be saved from their sins.  It’s 
interesting to recall that “before the time of Christ no Gentile could be saved unless he changed 
his nationality and became an integral part of Israel.  It was necessary for a man to be 
circumcised and to be adopted into one of the tribes of Israel.  Only then could he go beyond 
the wall of partition in the temple or tabernacle that kept the Gentiles far away from the sacred 
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courts of the Lord.  Only then could he bring a lamb and have the priests of the sons of Aaron 
shed the sacrificial blood that could cleanse him from his sins.” (Barnhouse, 123) 
 
   Another purpose of Israel’s stumbling was that the Jews in seeing the blessedness of being 
saved among the Gentiles would be drawn by jealousy.  The word "jealousy" here is used in a 
positive sense.  It has to do with admiration, or emulation, or a striving after.  In other words, 
Israel would see the Gentile church.  Israel would be drawn when they see how blessed it is and 
what it is to know Christ and how they have been so enriched and privileged as those who are 
redeemed.  And then Israel in individual Jewish cases would look at itself and say, "Look what 
we missed, look what we have lost, look what we have forfeited."  
 
   Of course, we should ask ourselves a couple very important questions.  Will those of Jewish 
descent be provoked to jealousy by the conduct of those they see within the Gentile church?  
Think about it – what kind of picture do we give to them with our interactions with each other 
within the confines of the Christian church? 
 

 Because some members of the same congregation cannot get along with each other, 
would that infighting draw others from outside to come in to the church?  Would 
that provoke the Jews to want to have what we Christians have?   

 Consider how members of the same family within a Christian fellowship treat each 
other – would that attract others to want to be part of us?  Let the Bible speak – I 
John 2:9-11 – “He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.  
He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for (here’s our word from 
earlier) stumbling in him.  But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, 
and does not know where he is going because the darkness has (here’s last week’s word) 
blinded his eyes.” 

 This causes me to examine if I know anyone of Jewish descent.  I can think of one 
right off the bat.  I haven’t been praying for his conversion; even though we have a 
friendly, professional relationship.  How does my example as a Christian pastor 
compel him to want to know Jesus in a saving way? 

 What about you?  How are you making our Christian fellowship more attractive to 
others?   

 
   With verse 15, we see the amazement of God working through bad things to bring about good 
results.  Verse 15 in the New Living Translation “For since their rejection meant that God offered 

salvation to the rest of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful.”  God’s purpose in 
hardening the majority of Israel and taking for Himself a great number of Gentiles is not to cast 
the Jews aside and condemn them forever; rather, it is to make them jealous so that they will 
come back into the kingdom of heaven.  Essentially, Paul’s argument is that the Jews who have 
obstinately rejected their Messiah, Jesus Christ, will see the great blessings coming upon the 
Gentiles who have believed in the God of Israel through Jesus, become jealous of those 
blessings and want to share in them, and then believe in Christ. 
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   For sure, the salvation of the Gentiles was foretold in pages of the Old Testament.  Paul knew 
that, as we’ve seen him open up the Old Testament scriptures, especially in Romans Chapters 9 

and 10.  Consider, for instance these two Old Testament references:  
 

 Isaiah 49:6 – God speaking again to His servant, “It is too small a thing that You should be 
My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will 
also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the 
earth.” 

 Isaiah 60:3 – “The Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of Your 
rising.” 

 
   It may be that some in the building this morning, or participating on the live-stream or 
recorded video are believers in Jesus Christ of Jewish descent.  The rest, the majority, as 
Christian men, women, and young people, are Gentile believers.  That came about in God’s 
good providence, but in a way we wouldn’t have considered if it were ours to determine.  
Christian friends, we must rejoice, not at the stumbling and fall of Israel, but at our being 
included in the worldwide confluence of Gentile nations who are responding to the gospel 
message as God’s Spirit opens their hearts to do so.   
 

   Each of the last two Sunday mornings, we’ve heard how some of the great hymns of the Christian faith 
came about because of tragedy.  You’ll remember the account of Horatio Spafford who lost his 4 
daughters in a collision between two ships in the North Atlantic Ocean.  Spafford later penned what 
would become the hymn “It is Well with My Soul.”  Spafford’s friend, Philip Bliss, wrote the music for the 
hymn. 
 
   Then, last Sunday we learned that Bliss’ life was cut short due to a train accident.  Even so, found in his 
luggage mistakenly loaded on a separate train was what would be the final hymn he wrote, “I Will Sing 
of My Redeemer.” 
 
   You may be relieved to know that I won’t be closing today’s message with a hymn written in tragedy!  
But, I am sharing the story of two hymns that merge with two friends of Horatio Spafford and Philip 
Bliss, evangelists DL Moody and Ira Sankey. 
 
   In terms of today’s service of worship, I’d have you note that Ira Sankey wrote the music to the hymn 
we sang earlier in this service, “Under His Wings.”  The words of that hymn were written by a pastor 
named William Cushing.  After suffering from a paralysis that took his voice, Cushing cried out to the 
Lord to use Him for His glory.  Perhaps the best known of his more than 300 hymns is “Under His 
Wings.”  
 
  Moody’s preaching impacted a musically gifted man of 20 years of age, Peter Bilhorn.  Bilhorn was an 
Illinois native, born shortly after his father was killed in the American Civil War.  
 
   Fast-forward to a Sunday in 1886.  Peter approached his pastor, Francis Rowley with a request.  Bilhorn 
wanted to use his gifts for the Lord.  So, he asked Pastor Rowley to write a hymn that he, Peter, could 
set to music.  Rowley’s hymn was originally titled, “Can’t You Sing the Wondrous Story?”  Let’s stand and 
sing our concluding hymn – “I Will Sing the Wondrous Story.”    


