
1 

“Glory Be to the Father” 
Romans 11:33-36 

September 20th, 2020 

 

   What’s the place with the most beautiful natural surroundings you’ve visited?  The Rocky Mountains, 
the Grand Tetons, Jackson Hole, and the Bighorn Mountains all in Wyoming, the white sandy beaches of 
the Florida panhandle (Redneck Riviera), the Central American jungle of Panama, Pictured Rocks 
National Shore in Upper Michigan, the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia, Glacier National Park in Montana, 
and the white cliffs of Dover, England are some of the incredibly beautiful places I’ve experienced. 
 
   There are many others I’d like to experience but haven’t - Niagara Falls; Door County, Wisconsin; the 
Sequoia/Redwood trees of California; the Grand Canyon; New England in the fall; the Scottish highlands; 
& the Australian outback.  I do hope to see at least some of these. 
 
   But, we don’t have to go far to see beautiful places.  A couple of times over the last 6 months, Jan and I 
have traveled to the far reaches of western Mercer County and northern Henderson County.  We locally 
can take the mighty Mississippi River for granted as a beautiful place to experience.  One Sunday 
afternoon, we sat near the river in New Boston, and on Labor Day afternoon, we drove to Oquawka and 
walked along the river, drove through Big River Forest and cruised Delabar state park while also taking in 
some local history.  Did you know the Henderson County courthouse is the second oldest operational 
courthouse in Illinois?   
 
   Even closer to home, some of the most beautiful sunsets I’ve marveled in I’ve seen from the deck of 
dear friends. 

 
   God has created a beautiful earth, hasn’t he?  It is often through the beauty of God’s creation 
that I respond to His incredible beauty with doxology – singing His praises and telling of His 
glorious majesty.   
 

   Listen to these lyrics from a stirring song entitled You Make Beautiful Things by Gungor.  The object to 
whom they sing is our beautiful God: 
 

“All this earth – could all that is lost ever be found? 
Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 

 
“You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things out of us. 
 

Hope is springing up from this old ground 
Out of chaos life is being found, in You.” 

 
   Doxology is the response of the Apostle Paul as we come to the last four verses of Romans 

Chapter 11.  These verses mark the close of an extended argument Paul has unfolded for the 
salvation of the Gentiles at the Jews’ expense, and the ultimate salvation of Jewish believers in 
Jesus Christ after the full number of Gentiles are saved.  That discussion has covered all of 
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Romans Chapters 9 through 11.  We’ve explored this teaching through 17 sermons on these three 
chapters, which contain some of the deep theological things of God’s holy Word. 
 
Romans 11:33-36:   
   33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out! 
 

34 ‘For who has known the mind of the LORD? 
Or who has become His counselor?” 

35 “Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?’ 
 
   36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever.  Amen.” 
 

   Romans Chapter 11 closes in stark contrast to the opening of Romans Chapter 9.  Paul writes in 
verse 2 of chapter 9, “I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.”  What a difference when 
compared with the end of chapter 11! 
   
   We’ll explore these four verses through three main ideas the text presents: 
 
   MP 1 – God’s wisdom and knowledge; 
   MP 2 – God’s judgments and ways; 
   MP 3 – God’s glory. 

 
   Paul mentions God’s wisdom and knowledge in verse 33 – “Oh, the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God!”  It is evident one must first have knowledge in order to exercise 
wisdom.  Wisdom flows from knowledge.  Knowledge is the “what,” and wisdom is the “how.”  In other 
words, wisdom is the right application of knowledge.  A person can possess all kinds of knowledge, but if 
he or she never puts it to use, what good is it?   

 
   For instance, we can know much about some concept or thing.  As a child I collected baseball 
and football cards, committing many statistics to memory.  It would have been much more 
profitable if I were memorizing Bible verses.  Helping people in times of confusion, need, or 
crisis and knowing where in the Bible to turn for help is of inestimable value.  That value is 
wisdom.  I like the creative application of knowledge in this illustration: 
 

   A small storeowner was being pressured to sell his store to the owners of a large department store 
who had bought every other property on the block, except his.  Frustrated by the man’s refusal to sell, 
the department store eventually opened their huge store on either side of the small one, with a banner 
running from one side to the other, proclaiming in huge letters, ‘GRAND OPENING.’  Feeling equally 
frustrated the small storeowner outsmarted the large department store.  Below the grand opening sign, 
across the front of his small store, the man put up a small banner over his door, ‘MAIN ENTRANCE.’ 

    
   However we understand wisdom and knowledge, Paul says that God has both in the fullest 
measure.  God’s wisdom and knowledge are very deep and rich.  A year ago this summer, we 
worked through many of the themes the Book of Proverbs addresses.  Do you remember that 
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study?  Do you remember which verse of Proverbs is considered its theme verse?  That would be 
Proverbs 1:7, which reads, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.”  Let us set our minds to know God’s word more deeply and intimately – 
we must spend regular time in it, reading small chunks and meditating on them, and then 
taking them in so that God’s wisdom is within us, and not merely our unbiblical and foolish 
ideas of Who God is and who we are.  
 
   So, we’ve seen God’s wisdom and knowledge, let’s move to the second half of verse 33, 
where we read of God’s judgments and ways, “How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 

past finding out!”  God’s judgments are His decisions.  Here’s how the New Living Translation puts 
this verse, “How impossible it is for us to understand His decisions and His ways!”   
 
   Scripture says God’s judgments are “true and righteous altogether” (Psalm 19:9).  Psalm 119:39 

says God’s judgments are “good.”  These are true and fitting assessments because God is “true 

and righteous altogether,” and He is “good.” 
 
   As he has often established in this letter to the Christians in Rome as a good practice, Paul 
looks to the wisdom of the Old Testament scriptures – the Bible – to support his points.  There 
are a couple different passages he quotes from in Romans 11:34 & 35, ‘For who has known 
the mind of the LORD (His thoughts)?  Or who has become His counselor as if to give Him advice?”  
“Or who has first given to Him and it shall be (paid back) to him?’ 

 
   The first two questions (who has known the mind of the Lord or who is His counselor) quote Isaiah 

40:13.  The third question (who has given Him much) quotes from Job 41:11.   
 

   Many of those working their way through the criminal justice system realize those ruling in 
their cases make all the difference on whether they receive a harsh or lenient sentence for their 
misgivings.  The Lord Jesus is the righteous Judge (2 Tim. 4:8); the Judge of the earth (Psalm 

94:2), and the Judge of all (Hebrews 13:23).   
 
   And, as Isaiah says in Isaiah 55:8 & 9, God’s ways are not ours, and His ways are higher than 
our thoughts.  We dare not presume to know anything about God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
– apart from His revealed will in the sacred Scriptures, your Bible.  Deuteronomy 29:29 instructs, 
“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to 
our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”  
 

   A week ago yesterday, I spent most of the day with pastors and elders from the churches in our 
presbytery as we met in Hanna City.  I asked some of the men what good they thought could come out 
of this madness called COVID-19. The response to it in the church generally has frustrated me to no end.  
Each new day presents new problems and struggles.  For sure, we understand from Scripture that all 
things are under God’s authority; they exist at His command, and God never acts without purpose (and 
His purpose is always good).  He is more than able to bring great good out of what looks like great bad.  
 
   One of the men I spoke with had a plausible answer.  He said that God could be purging the Church of 
the chaff, the tares, and the goats.  Of course, that is a real possibility – especially so for those professing 
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Christians who had only a superficial relationship with the church before last March.  Shutting down the 
church for three months validated their previous absence from worship when we were still open!   
 
   May I be transparent with you?  Periodically during the pandemic over the past 6 months, I’ve thought 
about God’s calling on my life.  I’ve pondered whether He was riding me hard to get me to see there was 
something else He had in store for me.  No kid with any sense says he wants to be a pastor when he 
grows up; I know I never aspired to pastoral ministry until I applied for seminary.  Being a pastor is 
anything but easy – it’s supernaturally hard.  It is incredibly disappointing ministering to professing 
Christians in conflict with one another who should know better.  And it is always painful when regular 
criticism comes to me.  I know everyone is affected by our current distress; I’ve been feeling the hurt like 
never before.  Am I part of the purging God is doing with Trinity Church?  His ways are not our ways… 
 
   I’ve concluded since God is the One who called me to ministry that He would also be the One to take 
me out of it.  I’m hopeful that would be while still serving actively as a pastor. 

 
   We don’t know much about God apart from Scripture, but to presume that He will act in the 
same ways for different people in similar situations is nonsensical; He is not obligated, nor 
answerable, to anyone.  He will never act contrary to His Word, but at the same time, He is not 
bound to treating every one – or every situation – the same way. 
 
   Life is never boring and always interesting when you’re following the Lord, isn’t it? 
 
   In verse 33, we touched on God’s wisdom and knowledge; then from the second half of verse 
33 through verse 35, we touched on His judgments and ways.  Now, we look to the last verse in 
Romans 11, verse 36, where we are faced with God’s glory.  “36 For of Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things, to whom be glory forever.  Amen.” 

 
   Note the three prepositions in that verse – of Him, through Him, and to Him.  Paul is saying 
that God is the source and the owner of everything.  He is the ultimate cause of everything that 
comes to pass.  As such, we are to rightly worship and praise Him! 
 
   It’s appropriate here to remember that first question of the Shorter Catechism, which asks, 
what is the chief end of man?  The answer – man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever.  That means now and it means in the future.  All that we are or hope to be is a result of 
God’s provision and care for us. 
    

   William Beebe (1877-1962) was a biologist, explorer and author, and he was also a personal friend of 
Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th President of the United States.  He used to visit Roosevelt at Sagamore Hill, 
his home near Oyster Bay, Long Island, and he tells of a little game they used to play together. 
 

   After an evening of talk, they would go outside onto the lawn surrounding the great house and search 
the sky until they found the faint spot of light beyond the lower left corner of the great square of 
Pegasus.  One of them would say:  “That is the Spiral Galaxy in Andromeda.  It is as large as the Milky 
Way.  It is one of a hundred million galaxies.  It consists of 100 billion suns, each larger than our sun.” 
 
   Then Roosevelt would grin at Beebe and say, “Now I think we are small enough!  Let’s go to bed.” 


