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“Children of Promise” 
Romans 9:6-13 

June 7th, 2020 
 

   As the late comedian Art Linkletter used to put it, “Kids say the darndest things.”   
 
   Mr. Linkletter’s TV show “House Party” ran from 1945 to 1969.  At the close of every show, 
he’d ask children various questions.  Here are a couple of their answers: 
 

 Linkletter asked a little guy about 6 years of age what the hardest part of school was for him.  
Immediately, he said, “Buttoning my pants.” 

 Linkletter asked another young boy about 5 years old who was the most important person in the 
world today.  Without flinching, the boy said, “George Washington.”  “Ah, said Mr. Linkletter, 
‘very good.  Did you know he was married?’”  “Yes, sir,” said the boy.  Linkletter asked the boy if 
he knew what her name was.  “Miss America.” 

    
   The language of family permeates the Holy Bible.  From the creation account, revealed in the 
first two chapters of the Bible’s opening book, Genesis, to the marriage supper of the Lamb in 
Revelation Chapter 19, family is prominent in sacred Scripture.  Truly, the family of God is central 
to the perpetuation of the Christian faith.  
 
   Today, we come to a passage of sacred Scripture that reviews some of the early family history 
of the people of God.  That passage is the New Testament book of Romans, Chapter 9, verses 6-

13.  Its author, the Apostle Paul, here teaches the church about a doctrine he mentioned earlier 
in this letter (Romans 8:33).  That doctrine is election.  By way of reminder, this is what Paul says 
in Romans 8:33 – “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?”  “The elect” mentioned here are the 
ones that God has chosen for salvation from their sins.  If you’re a Christian, it’s only because 
God has brought you spiritual life in the Person and works of His only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ.  The Holy Spirit breathed spiritual life into your soul fitting you for a life of freedom in 
Christ! 
 
   And, when we think about our total inability to choose anything spiritual from the time of our 
conception (even before we’re born physically), we must be given spiritual life from outside 
ourselves in order to exercise faith in Christ.  That’s what Paul was exploring in the first three 
chapters of Romans – revealing our great corruption apart from Christ.  None of us was looking 
for God.  But, fortunately He was – and is – looking for His elect ones! 
 
Romans 9:6-13: 
    But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect.  For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 
7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be 
called.”  8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the 
children of the promise are counted as the seed.  9 For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will 
come and Sarah shall have a son.” 
   10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac 
11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
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according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The older 
shall serve the younger.”  13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.” 

 
   To understand the teaching of these verses, we have to study them in their context.  They 
follow the first five verses of Romans Chapter 9 which we studied last Sunday morning.  There, 
we saw Paul in great distress because the majority of his people – the Israelites – had not 
embraced the great truths of the gospel (the first 8 chapters of Romans) - despite the many 
advantages that they were given by God.   
 
   So, in verse 6 of today’s text, Paul asserts that the Israelites’ unbelief isn’t because God’s 
Word somehow failed.  His words, “…it is not that the word of God has taken no effect.”  Lest we 
are tempted to think that God was unfaithful, or unable to save the Hebrew people, we must 
look to God to learn of the potency of His Word.  Consider these select verses: 
 
 Deuteronomy 7:9 – “Therefore know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who 

keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments;” 

 Isaiah 40:8 – “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

 Isaiah 55:11 – “(My word) shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 

 I Corinthians 1:9 & 10:12; “God is faithful…” 
 
   No, if the Israelites hadn’t come to saving faith in God’s Redeemer, Jesus Christ, it wasn’t 
because God’s Word was powerless!  It was because the Israelites hadn’t received spiritual life 
from God, who sovereignly determines those Who are His own. 
 
   The verse continues, “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel.”  Paul reveals here that 
“salvation is (not) passed on biologically or through the visible nation of Israel. (Sproul, 312)  
 
   “Those ‘of Israel’ are the physical seed, the natural descendants of the patriarchs.  The Israel 
distinguished from the Israel of natural descent is the true Israel.” (Murray, 9)  This means there 
are some who are racially descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who are not true Israel; 
they are not of the elect.  Sproul notes, “Not every Jew is a child of promise.  Belonging to the 
seed of Abraham was no guarantee of entry into the kingdom of God.” (Sproul, 313)  Let’s go back 
to Genesis and pull this thread of redemption through some of our forefathers in the faith. 
 
   In Genesis 11:27 & 28, we are introduced to Terah, the father of three sons – Abram, Nahor 
and Haran.  They lived in Ur of the Chaldeans, a pagan region where people were involved of 
among other things, moon worship.  In Genesis 11:29, we meet Abram’s wife, Sarai, who we are 
told is “barren, she had no child.” (Genesis 11:30)   
 
   When Abram was 75 years old, God called him to leave Ur for a land God would reveal to him.  
That’s found in Genesis 12:1-3.  In His call to Abram, God said he would make Abram “a great 
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nation.” (Gen. 12:2)  Already, we see God’s electing grace working – He chose Abram, not his 
brothers, nor anyone else in Ur. 
 
   Abram and his entourage leave Ur, eventually arriving in the plains of Jordan.  There, (Genesis 

13:6), God said to Abram, “…I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man 
could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.” 
 
   As we come to Genesis Chapter 15, Abram acknowledges to God that he is still childless.  God 
takes Abram outside to look into the night sky.  He said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the 
stars if you are able to number them…so shall your descendants be.” (Genesis 15:5) 
 
   Genesis Chapter 16 begins with a familiar refrain – “Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 

children.”  In her disappointing barrenness, Sarai suggests Abram father a child with her 
maidservant, Hagar.  He does, she conceives, and gives birth to a son, Ishmael.  Abram is 86 
years old at this point – 11 years after God first called him. (Genesis 16:15-16)  
    
   Genesis Chapter 17 opens 13 years later; Abram is 99 years of age, and Ishmael 13.   
God changes Abram’s name to Abraham because God made him a father of many nations (Gen 

17:5).  God also changes Sarai’s name to Sarah (Gen. 17:15).  He promises to give her a son 
because she shall be a mother of nations (Gen. 17:16).  Abraham falls on his face laughing, 
thinking it sheer impossibility to father a child at age 100, and Sarah 90. (Gen. 17:17-18). 
 
   God reiterates, “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will 

establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.”  Isaac 
wasn’t seeking God; he wasn’t even alive yet!  Even so, God sought Isaac! 
 
   And, with Genesis Chapter 21, the son of promise is born!  And, In Genesis 21:12, God told 
Abraham “…in Isaac your seed shall be called,” which is what Paul records in Romans 9:7.  Isaac was 
Abraham’s second born; although Ishmael was Abraham’s first born, he is not of the spiritual 
seed of Abraham.  Ishmael could claim to be a child of Abraham, but he was not a child of the 
promise; which means he was not of “the children of God” referenced in Romans 9:8.  Ishmael 
was of the “children of the flesh” as Paul calls them in Romans 9:8.  That line would continue 
through Isaac and his descendants. 
 
   With Romans 9:10, Paul gives another family illustration jumping ahead to Isaac’s search for a 
wife.  That brings us to Genesis Chapter 24.  Abraham sends a servant to scope out the eligible 
ladies in Mesopotamia and the city of Nahor.  He arrives at a well of water outside of the city, 
and prays that God will send the woman He has in store for Isaac.  And, even before he finishes 
praying, Rebekah arrives at the well with a pitcher of water on her shoulder.  They converse, 
Rebekah agrees to accompany Abraham’s servant back home to meet Isaac, and they lived 
happily ever after! 
 
   Genesis 25:20 teaches us that “Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife.”  We learn 
that, like Sarai, Rebekah, too, was barren.  So Isaac prayed to God for a child, and God heard his 
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request, and Rebekah conceived being pregnant with twin sons (Gen. 25:21).  Paul references 
this verse with his words in Romans 9:10 – “Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our 
father Isaac.” 

 

   Let’s camp here a moment on the time these twins are still within Rebekah’s womb.  And, may I point 
out dear ones, these are little boys developing within Rebekah’s womb and they are alive!  They are not 
merely choices, nor are they candidates for “women’s healthcare,” abortion, murder!  These were 
precious pre-born babies whom God has given purpose even before they are born! 

  
   Notice how Paul puts it in verses 11 & 12 of Romans 9, “(for the children not yet being born, nor 
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls), it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.”  
 
   I’m not sure there can be a clearer statement of God’s grace in election.  The two little male 
lives in Rebekah’s womb weren’t yet born, and they hadn’t yet done anything meriting God’s 
favor, or deserving His eternal punishment.  Even so, God had determined that the older twin 
would serve the younger twin, which is a quote from Genesis 25:23.  “Election is not on the basis 
of anything done by the individual chosen.” (Boice, 1055) 

       
   Time came for Rebekah’s twin sons to be born.  The first-born was Esau, the second born was 
Jacob.  Esau would eventually sell his birthright as the oldest child to Jacob, playing out what 
God had decreed that the older son would serve the younger.   
 
   With verse 13 of Romans Chapter 9, Paul quotes Malachi 1:2, “As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, 

but Esau I have hated.”  I plan to unpack this verse when we pick back up our study next Sunday 
morning.  But, for now, we note God declared this statement before Esau and Jacob were born.  
God is sovereign in all things; He is almighty over all. 
      
   I opened this message commenting on the language of family prevalent in this account.  It’s 
hard to miss.  God works in and through families, especially the worldwide one He is refining, 
nourishing, and disciplining.  I speak of His family, the Church.  May we place the same high 
priority on the true Church as Jesus does; who loved the true Church (the elect), so much that 
He gave His life for the eternal benefit of the men and women and young people God chose in 
Christ before the very creation of the earth.    


