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“Salvation is of the Lord” 
Romans 8:29-30 

May 10th, 2020 
 

   When the California gold fever broke out, a man went there, leaving his wife and son in New England.  
As soon as he was successful, the man was to send for his family.  It was a long time, but at last he got 
money enough to send for them.  The wife’s heart leaped for joy.  She took her boy to New York, got on 
board a Pacific steamer, and sailed away to San Francisco. 
 
   They had not been at sea for long before the cry of “Fire!  Fire!” rang through the ship.  There was a 
powder magazine on board, and the captain knew the moment the fire reached the powder, everyone 
on board would die. 
 
   The crew got out the lifeboats, but they were too few for everyone!  The last one was just pushing 
away, when the mother pled with them to take her and her boy.  “No,” they said, “we have got as many 
as we can hold.”  She begged them so earnestly, that at last they said they would take one more.  Do 
you think she leaped into that boat and left her boy to die?  No!  She seized her boy, gave him one last 
hug, kissed him, and dropped him over into the boat.  “My boy,” she said, “if you live to see your father, 
tell him that I died in your place.” 

 
   That mother’s actions are a faint picture of what God has done for those who love Him, “the 

called according to His purpose” as Romans 8:28 identifies us.  The mother saved her son from a 
watery grave.  I imagine many mothers would do the same thing if they were in the same 
position with their children.  Notably, the boy did not save himself.  Similarly, Jesus has saved 
from eternal death each of those who believe in Him.  Spiritually, we do not save ourselves, 
either. 
 
   In fact, today’s text of sacred Scripture reveals that God has planned out every step of 
salvation for His children.  As physical birth is something that we experience without bringing it 
about for ourselves, so is salvation from sin something we experience without bringing it about 
for ourselves.  If you are a believer in Christ, it’s because God has determined to set His favor 
upon you, even when you were most undeserving of it! 
 
   Incidentally, salvation from an eternity in hell is the “good” that God is working all things 
together for His children.  Again, that comes from the verse of Scripture we studied last Sunday 
morning – Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His purpose.”  

 
   We’ll pick up our study today by looking at the next two verses in the great 8th Chapter of 
Paul’s New Testament letter to the Church at Rome – verses 29 & 30.  These verses picture 
what many have called the “Golden Chain” of salvation.   
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Romans 8:28-30: 
   “29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.  30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” 

 
   I have three observations to share with you from these verses.  I’ll be serving today as your 
tour guide, not of Wrigley Field in Chicago – the home of baseball’s Chicago Cubs, but of the 
precious truths of eternal life set before us in this powerful book. 
 
    The first observation I have is to note the Subject of verses 29 & 30.  He is not mentioned 
here by name, but we clearly know who “He” is.  The pronoun “he” is mentioned 9 times in 
these two verses!  By looking back to the 28th verse, immediately preceding these two verses, 
we learn that the antecedent for “he”, the noun the pronoun describes, is God. 
 
   That’s true of 8 of the uses of ‘he.’  The 9th ‘he’ stands in place of Jesus, who in verse 28 is 
revealed as the “firstborn among many brethren.” 
 
   Let’s read these two verses without the pronouns, and we get a better sense of the absolute 
authority God has over human salvation: 
 

   “For whom God foreknew, God also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that Jesus 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover whom God predestined, these God also called; 
whom God called, these God also justified; and whom God justified, these God also glorified.” 

       
   Clearly, God is the author of human salvation; or as Jonah puts it in his Old Testament 
prophecy, Jonah 2:9 – “Salvation is of the Lord.”  From beginning to end, God is sovereign in our 
salvation.  We are not saved from our sins because of anything that we have done; we are 
saved from our sins because of everything that God has done!  God does not base our salvation 
on anything that we do; salvation is a work that He does on behalf of each person He sent Jesus 
to earth to save.  We don’t first choose God, He first chooses us. 
 
   So says, I John 4:10 – “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.” 

 
   So says, I John 4:19 – “We love (God) because He first loved us.” 
 
   So says, John 15:16 – “You did not choose Me, but I chose you…” 
 
   So, God is the Subject in these two verses.  A second observation is a question.  Who, then, 
is the Object?  Or more correctly, who are the objects?  Verse 29 holds the answer.  God 
foreknew certain people, and He predestined those certain people whom He foreknew.  They 
are the same people mentioned in verse 30 – the called, the justified, and the glorified.  From 
foreknown to glorified, God is author, and His children – Christians – are the recipients of His 
grace.  God is bringing us completely to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
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   Verse 29 teaches we, as Christians, are brethren to Jesus.  He is foremost, and we follow in His 
steps.  And, we are chosen by God to conform to Jesus, His only begotten Son, and our elder 
Brother.  God’s plan for eternity includes millions of replicas of Jesus that would populate the 
universe.  So, dear ones, we are the objects of God’s grace, mercy, and love! 
 
   A third observation I have is to note there are five different verbs/topics dealing with the 
process of salvation.  This process is known among theologians in the Latin tongue as the Ordo 
Salutis, the order of salvation.  Incidentally, this is typically a question asked of those desiring to 
be ordained to pastoral ministry or installed as a pastor, at least within our denomination, 
anyway.  Let’s look at them individually: 
 
   1 – Foreknowledge.  This is more than mere advanced knowledge.  It is God fixing a special 
attention upon His children, to love them.  It is to love beforehand.  Consider a couple examples 
from both the Old and New Testaments: 
 

a. Genesis 4:1 – “…Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain…”  Know here 
means ‘loved.”  Adam loved his wife.  When God foreknows us, He is loving us 
before hand. 

b. Amos 3:2 – the Lord is speaking to His people Israel “You only have I known of all the 

families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”  The Lord is saying 
that on Israel alone has He placed His great love. 

c. Matthew 1:25 – “and (Joseph) did not know (Mary) till she had brought forth her firstborn 

Son…” Joseph loved His wife Mary.  He didn’t merely ‘acknowledge’ her existence! 
     
   “God’s foreknowledge is not advance knowledge of something which He shall choose to do, 
but God’s foreknowledge is God bringing to pass something which He has planned.” (Barnhouse, 

160)  God set His love on us when He foreknew us! 
 
   2 – Predestined.  We first realize this is a biblical word, a biblical concept.  It is a different one 
than foreknowledge.  Predestination is not something added to the Scripture by Christians of 
the Reformed persuasion.  Nor is predestination something we speak about all the time.  I’ve 
served as pastor of this congregation for more than 18 ½ years, and if you heard me mention it 
18 ½ times, I’d be surprised.  We address predestination when we come across it in the 
Scriptures.  Among the many books of the Bible I’ve preached through in my time here at 
Trinity Church is Ephesians.  Predestination is mentioned twice there in the first chapter of 
Ephesians: 
 
   * Ephesians 1:5 – “(God) having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will,” 
 
   * Ephesians 1:11 – “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,” 
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   All whom God foreknows, He also predestines.  God has planned a glorious destination for us.  
We’ll cover this powerful topic of predestination in greater detail when we get to Romans 

Chapter 9…because it is explained there, too.   
 
   “The fact that foreknowledge comes before predestination leads people to the conclusion 
that predestination is based upon God’s prior knowledge of a condition that people will meet.  
Nowhere in Scripture is a foreseen, conditional, human response ever given as the rationale for 
the eternal decree by which God fixes for all eternity those whom He ordains and chooses for 
redemption.” (Sproul, 289)  Salvation – every part – is of the Lord! 
 
   3 – Called – we studied this concept last Sunday.  There are two kinds of calls spoken of in 
conjunction with salvation, an external call and an internal call.  The external call is issued when 
a preacher exhorts a congregation, or a Christian pleads with a non-Christian to come to saving 
faith in Jesus.  This outward call, unless it is accompanied by the inward call of the Holy Spirit, 
can be rejected by the listener.  On the other hand, the inward call is the one that brings a 
person to salvation by the Holy Spirit.  When God calls, people listen; when God calls, people 
come! 
 

Isaiah 55:10-11 - “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,  
And do not return there, but water the earth,  

And make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower 
And bread to the eater,  

11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;  
It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please,  

And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 

 
   All whom God predestines to be called inwardly will also be justified.   
 
   4 – Justified – to be justified is to be pronounced and treated by God as legally righteous and 
sinless because of Jesus’ work on our behalf.  Justification is the work of Jesus on our behalf; He 
took upon Himself our sin debt – He who was perfectly pure even became sin, and in turn, He 
gave us His righteousness.  The justified person is able to stand before a holy God at the 
judgment and know with confidence that His record was wiped clean by Jesus.  
 
   All whom God has justified He will also glorify them. 
 
   5 – Glorified – the completion of God’s plan for us is eternity.  This is to be perfect in body 
and soul.  We never achieve perfection in this present life, but upon our entry into glory, we 
become glorified – perfect. 
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   I know of a man who was raised by a godly mother who remembers her rocking him to sleep at night.  
And, his mother sang to him.  She didn’t just sing little ditties or lullabies; she sang him the hymns of the 
Christian faith.  When he was in the crib, he remembers her leaning over and singing to him, “A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God,” “And Can it Be?” “More Love to Thee, O Christ,” “My Jesus, I Love Thee,” and 
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”  She sang the deep songs.  And, this man remembers those 
hymns.  “In fact,” he says, “when I could be in church, I had already heard and learned many of the 
hymns.   

 

   The influence of a godly mother over her child (ren) cannot be underestimated.  Often times, 
God chooses to work through a godly mother’s ministry to call, justify, and glorify many 
brethren. 
 
   As we’ve learned studying this book, God ordains the ends, and He also ordains the means to 
achieve those ends.  Salvation is all – beginning, middle and end - of the Lord.   
 
   Another of those great hymns of the Christian faith is the one we close our service of worship 
with today.  Every Mother’s Day Sunday, we close worship with the hymn, “A Christian Home.”  
Let’s stand and sing all three stanzas to the glory of God in Christ.  


