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He is Not Here, for He is Risen!” 
The Gospel According to John 20:1-10 

April 12th, 2020 
 

I’VE BEEN THINKING… 
 
* Pastors work extra hard on their Easter sermons.  After all, on Easter, nobody wants to lay an egg.  
 
* Have you ever noticed on Easter how most Dads seem to hide the Cadbury Creme Eggs where only they 
can find them?  
 
* Did you ever wonder why we always leave cookies and milk out for Santa Claus, but we never leave a 
salad out for the Easter Bunny?  

 

   We’ll be deviating from the Sunday morning sermon series on the New Testament book of 
Romans we’ve been working through to examine some biblical truths about Jesus’ resurrection.  
This morning we have before us the second to last chapter in the gospel account of Jesus’ 
apostle John, Chapter 20.  
 
   Chapter 20 opens with John’s interpretation of an important reality for God’s plan of saving to 
Himself a portion of sinful humanity.  That truth is the resurrection from the dead of Jesus 
Christ.  One commentator notes, “The resurrection of Christ is the most important article of our 
faith, and without it the hope of eternal life is extinguished.” (Carson, 629) 
 
   Another writes, “The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very heart-blood of the Christian faith.  
It is so important that someone has said, ‘We cannot make too much of the death of Christ, but 
we can make too little of the resurrection of Christ.’” (McGee, 163) 

 
 Someone has called the Resurrection God’s “Amen!” to Jesus’ statement, “It is finished!” 
 
   The Apostle Paul knew full well the importance of Jesus’ resurrection.  We read his words 
from I Corinthians 15:17 – “If Christ is not risen, your faith is futile . . .”  “If there was no bodily 
resurrection of Jesus, there can be no resurrection for any of us and therefore no possibility 
whatsoever of redemption.” (Keddie, 359) 
 
   And, so, on this Resurrection Sunday, this Easter Sunday, despite the unfortunate fact that we 
cannot come together as one in worship of God, we find solace in the fact that we can worship 
God in spirit and in truth while we are dispersed from each other.   
 
The Gospel According to John 20:1-10:  
   “Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and 
saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.  2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and 
to the other disciple, who Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.’ 
   3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb.  4 So they both ran 
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together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.  5 And he, stooping down and 
looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in.  6 Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief that had 
been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself.  8 Then the 
other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.  9 For as yet they did 
not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.  10 Then the disciples went away again 
to their own homes. 

 
   In this familiar passage, we see Desperate Disciples Dashing about on a Dizzying Day. 
 
   Verse 1 introduces us to the first of three disciples mentioned in John’s account of Jesus’ 
resurrection – Mary Magdalene.  She was present at Jesus’ crucifixion on the Friday previous.  
All four gospel accounts mention her at the vacant tomb on Resurrection Day.   
 
   As to why was she going to Jesus’ tomb so early (it was dark), we can surmise this was the first 
opportunity she had since Jesus’ burial late in the afternoon of Friday.  As a faithful Jew, Mary 
would have rested from work on the Jewish Sabbath, which ran from 6:00 PM Friday evening to 
6:00 PM Saturday evening.  As it would’ve been dark soon after that, she came out early the 
next morning to attend to some matters regarding Jesus’ burial that had to be put on hold the 
previous Friday. 
 
   Later in the verse, we learn that Mary sees the large stone sealing the entrance to the tomb 
had been moved.  Notice the text doesn’t say the stone was rolled away.  The NKJV and ESV 
both read, “Taken away.”  It means that the stone was lifted up!  This was no pebble or tiny 
stone; it was a large boulder that would have taken a small army of strong people to move . . . 
or one Almighty God.  The latter is the much more likely answer, given the context! 
 
   What may have gone through Mary’s mind when she arrived at Jesus’ tomb and found the 
stone had been moved?  “Imagine returning to the grave of a close friend or family member just 
a couple days after the funeral.  As you approach the burial site to leave flowers, you see that 
the dirt has been moved back from the grave, the coffin is lying open beside the hole, and the 
body is missing.  Naturally, you would feel shocked – and you would assume the body has been 
exhumed for some reason.” (Swindoll, 340)  Mary would have been disoriented, desperate (ever 
lost a wallet or purse or beloved stuffed animal?), even despairing.  
 
   Verse 2 reveals Mary running to tell Simon Peter and John.  Her report was troubling to them 
– “They’ve taken Jesus from the tomb; we don’t know where He is!” 

 
   In verse 3, we see two more disciples dashing – this time back to the tomb.  For some reason, 
John reveals who won the dash back to the tomb – he writes that he was faster than Peter (“I 
smoked him!” or as if to say Peter needed to “unhook the plow!”)  Regardless, verses 4 and 5  
reveal John arrived first at the tomb, and he stooped to look into it.  Verse 6, then, shows Peter 
arriving on scene, and he goes right on into the tomb.   
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   Peter did not find Jesus in the tomb; John eventually comes in for a better look, too.  What did 
they find there?  Verses 6 & 7 describe the grave clothes that had previously wrapped Jesus’ 
dead body.  There was also the handkerchief lying in a spot separate from the rest of the 
clothes – and it was neatly folded.  (How unlike those whose clothes lay on the floor or strewn 
about wherever they take them off!)  The scene pictures a man who was not merely 
resuscitated – who stirs, opens his eyes, sits up, and begins to struggle out of the bandages.  
The scene pictures one who was resurrected – the grave clothes lie undisturbed where the 
body of Jesus had previously rested. 
 
   The sight was so vivid, verse 8 tells us, that John believed.  This cannot refer merely to John 
believing Jesus rose from the dead, though it would include that – verse 9 reminds us the 
disciples were very slow to understand what Jesus was teaching them throughout His public 
ministry.  But, this believing would also refer to John’s spiritual capacity to understand fully that 
Jesus was the Messiah come to redeem him from His sin debt.  Only a Messiah who conquered 
death could accomplish that! 
 

   Someone asked Joseph of Arimathea, “That was a great tomb.  Why did you give it to someone else to 
be buried in?”  “Oh,” said, Joseph, “He only needed it for the weekend!” 

 
   Finding no Jesus, verse 10 teaches us the two disciples returned to their homes.  What else 
can we glean from these verses? 
 
   First, they illustrate why the Christian church celebrates Sunday (the first day of the week) as 
the day of worship and rest, instead of the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday, the last day of the week).  
Because the resurrection of Jesus Christ took place on the first day of the week, the Christian 
community began the practice of gathering on that day each week for apostolic teaching, 
prayer and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  In Revelation 1:10, the apostle John calls that 
day “the Lord’s Day” – because it is the day of new life – new creation – in Jesus Christ.  Acts 20:7 
tells us the church gathered on the first day of the week to break the bread, and in I Corinthians 

16:2, we learn that part of the gathering on the first day of the week for the church in Corinth 
was to bring an offering for the collection for poor Christians in Jerusalem. 
 
   Second, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead means the tomb is empty.  John 
believed when he saw Jesus’ clothes and no body in the tomb.  On Friday, it seemed death 
claimed Jesus, but Sunday came and the empty tomb proclaimed Jesus had conquered death. 
 
   In conquering sin and death, taking upon Himself the enormous sin debt of His elect ones, 
Jesus has thrown open the way to eternal life.  As we discussed Friday night during our Good 
Friday service, access to the tree of life in the midst of the Garden of Eden was denied Adam 
and Eve and their progeny.  God placed angels with flaming swords guarding all entry points.  
By His death and resurrection, Jesus has opened paradise to us! 
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   But to enter paradise – you must do so through Jesus.  We celebrate His resurrection because 
we, too, can be resurrected to glory by faith in Him. 
 

   There were no telegrams in the days of the battle of Waterloo, but everyone knew that Wellington 
was facing Napoleon in a great battle.  A ship signaled news to the signalman on top of Winchester 
Cathedral in the village of Winchester.  He signaled to another man on a hill and thus the news was 
relayed, from station to station to London and all across England. 
 
   When the first ship came in, the signalman on board sent the first word – “Wellington.”  The next word 
was “defeated”, and then fog came down and the ship could not be seen.  “Wellington defeated” went 
across England, and there was great gloom all over the country.  After 2 or 3 hours, the fog lifted and the 
signal came again – “Wellington defeated the enemy.”  Then all England rejoiced! 

 
   In the same way, Good Friday’s message seemed to be “Jesus Christ defeated.”  But when 
Sunday came, the full message could be learned “Jesus Christ defeated the enemy!” 
 
   Do you believe, my friend? 
 
   Close with “This Easter Celebration.” 
 
    


