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“The Christian Life Summarized” 
Romans 5:1-5 

December 29th, 2019 

 

   It was late into this past week when it dawned on me that today is the last Sunday of 2019.  Can it 
really be?  That means it was five years ago today that we worshipped for the final time in our old 
church building at 309 SW 2nd Avenue just under a mile and a half north of here in town.    
 
   I came across some pictures from worship that day and wanted to show them to you.  (Screen) 

 
   A lot has happened in the five years since that time.  Some of the things that have happened 
were very good, and we rejoice in those things.  And, some of the things that have taken place 
over the past 5 years were very difficult.  As a congregation, we bear the lines on our collective 
faces from both the good and the bad – lines due to laughter, and lines due to sorrow. 
 
   Yet, we would not want to take any path that hasn’t resulted in who we are today 
(individually and collectively).  Those things that we’ve enjoyed and endured have made us 
better, stronger, and more like Jesus.  Such is the life of the believer in Jesus Christ. 
 
   Since the first Sunday in September, we’ve been working our way through the Apostle Paul’s 
New Testament letter to the church at Rome – we call it Romans.  As of last Sunday, we’ve 
completed our study of the first four chapters of this incredible masterpiece of Christian 
theology.  Today, we begin our study of Romans Chapter 5.  I’ve entitled this message “The 
Christian Life Summarized” because what we find in these opening verses of Chapter 5 is a 
listing of the benefits of being justified before God by faith.  My hope is that these verses will 
give you much comfort and confidence.  For sure, I know that many here are in the midst of 
difficulties that can seem almost too much to handle, let alone conquer.  Believer in Jesus 
Christ, hear God speak as we stand and receive God’s Word:  
 
Romans 5:1-5: 
   “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given 
to us.” 

 
   There are at least five benefits of being justified before God by faith pictured in these verses.  
The first is peace, which we find in verse 1 – “…having been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” Before we are brought to saving faith in Jesus Christ, we are at 
war with God and He with us because of our sin.   
 
   Peace with God is far different from the peace of God.  The peace of God is keeping a calm 
heart in the midst of troubles and pressures.  But peace with God is the kind of peace that 
happens whether or not we feel happy and secure.  It means the war with God is ended. 
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   The prophet Isaiah proclaimed the coming peace of God in a familiar Christmas verse – you’ll 
know it as I share it – “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.”  Do you know where to find this verse?  (Isaiah 9:6) 

 
   The angels over Bethlehem that first Christmas also proclaimed peace with God.  Luke 2:14 – 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  In his letter to the Church 
at Ephesus, the Apostle Paul put it this way in Ephesians 2:14 – “For He (Jesus) Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,” 

 
   Of course, the converse is also true.  Those at odds with God – who’ve not bowed the knee to 
Christ as Master and Lord – they do not have peace with God.  Consider Isaiah 57:21 – 
“There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” 
 

   Friend, if you are not a Christian, you are the enemy of Almighty God.  Whether you believe in 
Him or not, God exists, and He is more than able to banish you to hell for the punishment of 
your sins, chief of them being that you do not believe in His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Turn from yourself, or forever regret it in the eternal torture of hell.  
 
   The second benefit of being justified before God is access.  Look again with me to verse 2, 
“through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand,” The Greek term lying 
behind the English word “access” means “right to enter” or “freedom to enter.”  This means, 
that once saved from the punishment due our sins, we have the right and freedom to approach 
God directly because of Jesus and what He has done for us.  We do not need someone else to 
intercede for us, whether that be the mother Mary, dead saints who’ve been canonized by the 
church, or even a living priest.  According to Paul in his first letter to Timothy (I Timothy 2:5), 
“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,” 
 
   This should cause us to think about the Jewish temple in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry.  You would have first been confronted with a wall that divided the Courtyard 
of the Gentiles from what lay beyond.  No Gentile could go further; if he did, the penalty was 
death.  Jews could go beyond the wall, but even they would come to a second wall.  This wall 
divided the Courtyard of the Women from the Courtyard of the Men.  Here, all Jewish women 
had to stop. 
 
   Beyond that was still another wall, and past it only Jewish priests could go.  They could 
perform the sacrifices and enter the Holy Place, but there was yet another barrier.  Beyond that 
barrier only one person could ever go, and that was the High Priest who went beyond that 
curtain to present the blood of sacrifice that had been offered for the sins of the people. 
 
   Something radical happened, however, when Jesus gave up His life on the cross outside of 
Jerusalem.   The veil was torn, and the earth shook.  “…the veil of the temple was torn in two from 

top to bottom;” (Matthew 27:51)   This meant there was nothing between the Christian and His 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We have intimate access to the King of the heavens and the earth! 
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   Donald Gray Barnhouse shares a story about Abraham Lincoln as an illustration of what this access 
means.  A Southern soldier, who had been freed from prison camp because he was wounded too much 
to return to active duty, was seeking an audience with the President in order to intercede for his 
brother, the sole support of their mother, who himself was then in a prison camp. 
 
   However, the soldiers on guard at the White House would not let this soldier in.  One day as young Tad 
Lincoln, the President’s son, was walking near the White House, he observed the crippled veteran 
seated on a bench, crying.  The boy asked what the matter was.  The man explained he wanted to see 
Mr. Lincoln to tell him about his brother, but the guards would not let him in.  Tad took the man by the 
hand and led him past the guards into the presence of his father, the President of the United States. 

 

   We’ve seen two benefits of the Christian life are peace and access.  A third benefit is listed 
at the end of verse 2, “…rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  Tim Keller’s observation is helpful.  
He notes “The word ‘hope’ in English is rather weak.  To ‘hope’ means to want something 
without certainty.  But the Greek word underlying it, elpis, means a conviction.  Christian hope 
is not a hopeful wish – it is hope-filled certainty.” (Keller, 111)  Here are a couple of verses that 
flesh that out: 
 
 * Acts 2:26-27 – “…my body also will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me to the 
realm of the dead,” 
 * Titus 2:13 – “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ,” 
    * 1 Peter 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,” 

 
   “Notice that these three benefits of justification (peace, access, and hope) are the three 
tenses of our salvation. 
 
 * In Christ, we have been freed from our past (our old record of rebellion and sin is put 
away and we have peace with God) – that is peace with God; 
 * We are free in the present to enjoy personal relationship with God – that is access to 
Him; 
 * We will one day most certainly experience the freedom of life lived in the full, 
awesome presence of God’s glory – (that’s rejoicing in hope).” (Keller, 111)    
    
   So, the Christian life is a life marked with peace with God, unfettered access to Him, and 
rejoicing in the sure and certain hope of the glory of God.  A fourth benefit listed here is 
tougher to swallow.  It’s the beginning of verse 3 – “And not only that, but we also glory in 

tribulations,” Dr. RC Sproul has said that “Tribulation puts muscle on our souls.  Tribulation 
makes it possible for the people of God to persevere rather than to give up. (Sproul, 151) 
 
   It is counterintuitive to think tribulation as a pleasant experience.  Paul isn’t saying that here.  
What he is saying is because we have been accepted by God by faith in Jesus, even the tough 
things in this present life can be an occasion for joy.  Above everything else, joy is a fruit of our 
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salvation.  We cannot over emphasize the eternal benefit of being saved from our multitude of 
sins, both before and since our conversion to Christ.  “If we lose everything the world can give 
us, we still possess that priceless pearl of our justification.” (Sproul, 150) 
 
   The reason Christians may glory in their tribulations is what those tribulations bring into the 
Christian’s life.  We pick back up in the middle of the third verse through verse 4 – “…knowing 
that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  
 

   I sometimes find it helpful to look to a contemporary paraphrase to see how it describes a 
certain verse or passage of Scripture.  This is Romans 5:3 & 4 according to The Message:  “This is 
how “There’s more to come: We continue to shout our praise even when we’re hemmed in with 
troubles, because we know how troubles can develop passionate patience in us, and how that patience 
in turn forges the tempered steel of virtue, keeping us alert for whatever God will do next. In alert 
expectancy such as this, we’re never left feeling shortchanged.” 

 
   So, “tribulation produces perseverance.”  Synonymous are words like ‘patience’ and ‘endurance.’  
This is the ability to hang in there, despite the tough things of life, and those are all around us.  
The persevering person looks to stand fast (verse 2!); he/she is steady under fire and does not 
quit his/her post. 
 
   And, “perseverance” produces “character.”  Character is the result of testing.  It is forged in the 
crucible of pain.  
 

     In order to complete Marine basic training, each United States Marine recruit must complete what is 
called “The Crucible.”  It tests every recruit physically and mentally and is the defining experience of 
recruit training.  The Crucible takes place over 54-hours and includes food and sleep deprivation and 
over 45 miles of marching.  The Crucible pits teams of recruits against a barrage of day and night events 
requiring recruits to work together to solve problems, overcome obstacles, and help each other along 
the way.  The obstacles they face include long marches, combat assault courses, the leadership reaction 
course, and team-building warrior stations. 

 
   Because they suffered, Marine recruits come out of the Crucible experience changed people.  
They become US Marines, and once a Marine, always a Marine.  Similarly, Christians come of 
their crucible experienced changed people.  They become mature Christians, and once a 
Christian, always a Christian. 
 
   And, “character” produces “hope.”  We come full circle.  “Suffering drives us to the one place 
where we find real hope, real confidence, and certainty: God.” (Keller, 113) 
 
   Finally, the Christian life includes the love of God.  This is verse 5, “Now hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given 

to us.”  God’s love is everything to His people.  It fuels our hope and enables us to persevere and 
to endure tribulations and afflictions.  It is a love that is poured out – lavished – upon us, and 
we are able to live a life that the rest of the world cannot understand or fathom.   
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   I think it fitting to close this message with a Christmas version of the Bible’s “Love Chapter,”    
I Corinthians Chapter 13: 
 

   If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights, and shiny balls; but do not 
have love, I’m just another decorator. 
 
   If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals, and 
arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime; but do not have love, I’m just another cook. 
 
   If I work at a soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I have to charity; but do not 
have love, it profits me nothing. 
 
   If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels, and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday 
parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata; but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point. 
 
   Love stops the cooking to hug the child.  Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse.  Love is 
kind, though harried and tired.  Love does not envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas 
china and table linens.  Love does not yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there 
to be in the way. 
  
   Love does not give only to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to those who 
cannot.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  Love never 
fails. 
 
   Toys will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust; but giving the gift of love will endure. 


