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“Radically Reconciled!” 
Romans 5:6-11 
January 5th, 2020 

 

   During worship last Sunday, I acknowledged it was the 5th anniversary of our last service of worship 
held at our “old church building.”  We saw some of the pictures on the screen; I posted some of them on 
Facebook. 
 
   Today is another anniversary – this weekend marks the 5th anniversary of the first service of worship 
held in this building - January 4th, 2015.   

 
   Henry Erwin knew something about sacrificing for others.   
 

   Henry was the radio operator of a B-29 airplane leading a group formation to attack Koriyama, Japan 
on April 12th, 1945.  He was charged with the additional duty of dropping phosphoresce smoke bombs to 
aid in assembling the group when the launching point was reached.  Upon entering the assembly area, 
aircraft fire and enemy fighter opposition was encountered.  Among the phosphoresce bombs launched 
by S/Sgt. Erwin, 1 proved faulty, exploding in the launching chute, and shot back into the interior of the 
aircraft, striking him in the face.  The burning phosphorous obliterated his nose and completely blinded 
him.  Smoke filled the plane, obscuring the vision of the pilot.  S/Sgt. Erwin realized that the aircraft and 
crew would be lost if the burning bomb remained in the plane.   
 
   Without regard for his own safety, he picked up the bomb and feeling his way, he crawled around the 
gun turret and headed for the copilot's window.  He found the navigator's table obstructing his passage.  
Grasping the burning bomb between his forearm and body, he unleashed the spring lock and raised the 
table (when the plane was inspected later, the skin of Henry’s entire hand was seared onto the table).  
Struggling through the narrow passage, Henry stumbled forward into the smoke-filled pilot's 
compartment.  While Henry groped with his burning hands, he said to the pilot “Pardon me, Sir,” he 
located the window and threw the bomb out.  Completely aflame, he fell back upon the floor.  The 
smoke cleared, the pilot, at 300 feet, pulled the plane out of its dive.  S/Sgt. Erwin's gallantry and 
heroism above and beyond the call of duty saved the lives of his comrades. 
 
   Henry Erwin survived.  He would endure 41 plastic surgeries.  He died in 2002, an American hero. 

 
   There can be no doubt that Henry Erwin cared for the members of his flight crew.  His actions 
demonstrated that love.  Similarly, there can be no doubt that God cares for the members of 
His flight crew – the Church.  His actions demonstrated His love.  But, there is at least one 
critical difference between Henry Erwin and Jesus.  Henry sacrificed himself for those who 
loved him; Jesus sacrificed Himself for those who didn’t love Him – who hated & despised Him. 
 
   Today, we find ourselves at Romans 5:6-11 in our weekly sermon series on the New Testament 
book of Romans, a series I’ve entitled “Christianity Explored.”  Romans is widely considered the 
Apostle Paul’s greatest and most complete teaching in the Bible.  It is certainly his longest.  All 
who’ve studied this masterpiece of Christian theology have benefitted greatly from it.  It is my 
hope and prayer this congregation is inspired to greater works by its exhortations. 
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Romans 5:6-11: 
   “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  10 For if 
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.” 

 
   Verse 8 is one of the first verses I ever committed to memory.  It is such a precious truth.  As 
my high school buddies and I would put it – it’s “truly amazing and utterly astounding.” 
 
   As we explore these incredible verses, we’ll do so by first looking at where we fall in these 
verses.  How are we sinful people identified in these verses?  After that, we’ll look to God’s 
goodness to us in these verses.  Finally, we’ll see what these verse say should be our response 
to God’s kindness to us.  So, let’s see how we’re pictured in this passage. 
 
   Remember to whom the pronouns of this letter are addressed.  Those with a love for English 
will know these as ‘antecedents’ to pronouns – the words pronouns replace.  When Paul uses 
“we” in verse 6 of today’s passage, it includes him – God’s apostle, a believer in Jesus Christ.  
But, it also includes the Church.  Looking back at Romans 1:7, we’re reminded Paul writes to “To 

all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:” Paul, a Christian, writes to Christians. 
 
   Verse 6 says, in the New King James Version, that we were “without strength.”  Other versions 
use words like “weak, utterly helpless, powerless, feeble.”  The idea here is that left to ourselves, 
none of us is able to do even one small thing to please God or achieve salvation. 
 
   So, we were without strength; verse 6 also identifies us as “ungodly.”  That is the opposite of 
“godly.”  Accordingly, we are in a state of opposition to God.  Actually, we are in a state of fierce 
opposition to God.  In our sinful nature, we do not want anyone else sovereign over us, 
even…especially God.  We do not want God to rule over us; we want to be free to do whatever 
we want.  God is holy, and we oppose Him in His holiness.   
 
   Not only were we without strength and ungodly, but verse 8 describes us further as “sinners.”  
This describes those who have fallen short of God’s standards, as Romans 3:23 says (Remember 
it?)  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  It means that we have broken God’s 
law, whether we’ve done what God says we shouldn’t, or we don’t do what God says that we 
should.  We sin because we are sinners; we are sinners because we sin.   
 
   Finally, in addition to these descriptors, verse 10 adds a fourth – before we were saved by 
God, we were His enemies.”   “We are estranged from God.  Not only are we at enmity with 
God, but God is at enmity with us.  God is the natural enemy of corrupt sinners.” (Sproul, 164) 
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   English clergyman and writer William Beveridge, who lived in the 1600’s, summarized this first 
point so well when he wrote, “I cannot pray, except I sin; I cannot preach, but I sin; I cannot 
administer, nor receive the holy sacrament, but I sin.  My very repentance needs to be 
repented of; and the tears I shed need washing in the blood of Christ.” 
 
   We’ve seen who we are.  What was it that God did for us?  Verse 6 says that Jesus died for us.  
In no way do I mean this to detract from Jesus and what He has done for us, but human love, at 
times, reaches such lofty heights.  We know it is possible.  It happens on battlefields, when 
warriors fighting alongside one another, take the bullet or grenade for the benefit of others.  It 
happens in hospitals when people sacrifice their healthy bodily organs for the welfare of 
someone else who will die without them.  Jesus died not for any sins that He committed, but to 
erase the sins that we committed.   
 
   Verse 8 narrows the focus of Jesus’ sacrificial death.  Jesus died for us, not when we were 
worthy, but when we were still quite unworthy!  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  “God loved us, not when we were lovely 
people who were seeking Him out and trying to obey Him, but when we were actually fighting 
Him and were willing to destroy Him if we could.” (Boice, 538) 
 

   In dying for us, Jesus saved us “from wrath.”  Have you considered “whose” wrath this refers 
to?  It refers to God’s wrath – Jesus died to save us from His Father’s wrath!  Paul spoke of this 
wrath earlier in this letter – Romans 2:5 – “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God,” 
  

   As we studied in Romans 1:18, God’s wrath “is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,” The object of His wrath is 
sin.  God’s anger is against those not rightly related to Him.  But Jesus took all the wrath of God 
in His suffering and crucifixion for the eternal benefit of those He came to earth to save.  Dear 
one, if you are a child of God in Christ, Jesus took your wrath on the cross.  Friend, if you are not 
a Christian, you will endure the wrath of God on the Day of Judgment.  Run to Jesus! 
 

   Finally, the text tells us that we have been reconciled to God by Jesus’ death.  Here’s how a 
paraphrase, the New Living Translation puts it (verse 10), “For since our friendship with God was 
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the 
life of his Son.”  
 

   “Reconcile” means to remove the grounds of hostility and transform the relationship, 
changing it from one of hostility to one of friendship.  Last week I shared with you a Christmas 
version of what many call the Bible’s ‘love chapter.’  Do you remember which it is?  1 Corinthians 

Chapter 13.  Well, I think of another chapter in the Bible as the ‘reconciliation chapter.’  I refer to 
2 Corinthians Chapter 5.  It describes in further detail what Paul writes here in Romans Chapter 5.   
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   I pick up immediately following the verse for today’s Call to Worship (which was verse 17).  
This is 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 – “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.  20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”  
 

   What should be our response to what God has done for us, even though we deserved no favor 
from Him whatsoever?  Verse 11 tells us – we are to rejoice!  “Joy is the great marker of the 
justified person.” (Keller, 119)   
 
   In his commentary on Romans, the late Dr. RC Sproul writes something helpful here.  He 
notes, “The Christian life from beginning to end is meant to be a life of joy.  We have much to 
be happy about.  There is no room for the sourpuss in the Kingdom of God.  There is nothing 
dour about our redemption.  If we suffer to a degree that nobody else has ever been called to 
suffer – a modern-day Job sitting on the dung heap – we would have no right to say anything 
different from what Job declared in Job 13:15a – ‘Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.’  No 
affliction so dire, no sorrow too deep, no pain so intense, is worthy to be compared to the glory 
of that reconciliation that we have received in the Beloved.” (Sproul, 165-6) 
 
   When I think of rejoicing, I think of singing – singing God’s praises.  Some of the most popular 
Christian hymns focus on rejoicing.  Consider three: 
 
 * During Advent we sang “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  Here is the refrain – “Rejoice!  
Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”   
 * Just last Sunday, we sang another Christmas hymn that rejoices in the birth of the 
Christ child – “Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; now ye hear of 
endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!” 
   * There’s the great hymn written by Charles Wesley, “Rejoice, the Lord is King.”  Here’s 
the refrain: “Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say, Rejoice!”  This picks up 
on the Apostle Paul’s instruction to the saints in Christ Jesus in Philippi, where we read in 
Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again I will say, rejoice!” 
 

   When we change our focus from what we don’t have, to what we do have, we find that we 
have so very much for which to rejoice over dear ones.  We have to go back to the passage we 
looked at last week to remember some of those things.  Because we are justified before God by 
faith, we have peace with Him.  We also have unfettered access to Him.  We have an 
unwavering hope in which we rejoice.  We can even glory in tribulations because of what they 
create within us – perseverance and character. 
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   In the aftermath of the September 2001 terrorist bombings of the World Trade Center in New York, NY 
and on the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., then President Bush declared Friday, September 14, 2001, as 
a National Day of Prayer and Remembrances.  During his speech, the President said that adversity calls 
people to sacrifice.  "We see our national character in rescuers working past exhaustion; in long lines of 
blood donors; in thousands of citizens who have asked to work and serve in any way possible.” 
 
   "And we have seen our national character in eloquent acts of sacrifice. Inside the World Trade Center, 
one man who could have saved himself stayed until the end at the side of his quadriplegic friend.  A 
beloved priest died giving the last rites to a firefighter.  Two office workers, finding a disabled stranger, 
carried her down sixty-eight floors to safety." 

 


