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“Signed, Sealed, Delivered” 
Romans 4:9-12 

December 15th, 2019 
 

   A husband tells of a unique Christmas with his wife.  He said, “My wife still hasn’t spoken to me since 
last Christmas.  I asked her what she wanted for Christmas, and she said, “Oh, just surprise me.” 
 
   So, at 3 o’clock Christmas morning, I leaned over in bed and said to her loudly, “BOO!” 

 

   Jan and I joined several in my family for a family Christmas get-together yesterday up in Winnebago at 
my sister Cathy’s place.  One of the Christmas traditions I enjoy is getting together with family; it must 
have to do with living away from family for 40 years.  So, I make it a priority to participate when we have 
a family get together.  Zach, Clare, and Molly made the drive up from Bloomington, which made it an 
extra special afternoon. 

 
   Though it brings with it a heavier schedule and an increase in sadness for some, I still enjoy 
Christmastime.  For Christians, Christmas is an annual opportunity to consider again some of 
the greatest truths of sacred Scripture – what could possibly be more important than being 
delivered from an eternity of sin and death to righteousness and life in Jesus Christ?   
 
   As we’ve studied the past several weeks in our continuing sermon series on the New 
Testament book of Romans, God the Father sent God the Son (Jesus) from heaven to earth to 
save His people (elect ones) from the punishment due their sins.  That was necessary because 
Jesus is our Redeemer.  He came to earth that first Christmas to live a sinless life, die an 
undeserved death, and be raised from the dead to assume all authority in heaven and earth, 
and thereby save us from hell and to heaven.   
 

   In the brief passage of Scripture before us today, the Apostle Paul continues to anticipate 
questions about the amazing imputation exchange between sinful humanity and sinless 
divinity.  Jesus, Holy God, was credited with our sin, and we, ungodly wretches, are credited 
with His righteousness.  He gets the punishment for our sin, and we get the riches of His 
righteousness.  No wonder the shepherds quaked, the angels sang, and Bethlehem glowed with 
the glory of God becoming man on Christmas night! 
 
   The focus of Paul’s instruction continues to be Abraham, perhaps the greatest man in either 
Testament of the Bible with the exception of Jesus Christ.  Abraham even excels Moses and 
David.  Abraham is called the father of many nations, and he is looked upon as being the father 
of all who believe God’s Word about the Messiah.  The teaching about Abraham is brought out 
in many different parts of the Bible.  The story of his life takes up 13 chapters in the heart of the 
Bible’s first book, Genesis.  The explanation of the spiritual meaning of his life is found in Joshua, 

Jeremiah, John’s gospel account and the epistles of Paul.  The 11th Chapter of Hebrews gives the 
longest of its paragraphs on faith to Abraham’s life.  Certainly, Paul’s letter to the Church at 
Rome that we’re studying devotes much space to Abraham.  It is critical we know about Him in 
order to have a proper understanding of Christianity and living the Christian life.   
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Romans 4:9-12: 
   9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also?  For we 
say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.  10 How then was it accounted?  While he 
was circumcised, or uncircumcised?  Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.  11 And he received 
the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, 
that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness 
might be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the 
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while 
still uncircumcised.” 

 
   Verse 9 speaks of ‘blessedness,’ which was the topic of verses 7 and 8, which we examined last 
Sunday.  Those verses quote Psalm 32:1 & 2.  Variations of the words ‘bless,’ ‘blessed, and 
‘blessing’ are a well-entrenched part of Christian lingo.  Many Christians, when asked how they 
are doing, respond, “I’m blessed.”  Some Christians bid others to “have a blessed day.”  When 
someone sneezes, our response is often, “Bless you.”  ‘Asking a blessing’ is another way of 
describing a prayer before meals.  When we lived in Alabama, we’d sometimes hear those who 
were annoyed by others, respond to them with a “Well, bless your heart.” (A curse, really!)   
 
   The blessedness that Paul speaks of in verse 9 consists of the forgiveness and covering of sin, 
as well as not having the punishment due our sins held against us.  This is a blessing, indeed!  
Paul’s question asks if such blessings are reserved only to the circumcised, or if the 
uncircumcised also may enjoy such blessings.  Notice how, in these 4 verses we examine today, 
often those two words “circumcised” and “uncircumcised” appear.   
 

 “Circumcised” appears 3 times – once in verse 9, and twice in verse 10.   

 “Uncircumcised “ appears 6 times – once in verse 9, twice in verse 10, twice in verse 11, 
and once in verse 12. 

 “Circumcision” appears once in verse 11 and twice in verse 12. 
 
   That’s 13 times in 4 verses!  The Jews put a good deal of emphasis on circumcision.  “No 
matter who a man’s parents were if he was not circumcised, he was not a Jew.” (Morris, 201)  But 
Paul insisted that it is faith, not any outward ceremony that brings salvation and makes people 
members of the people of God.     
 
   It’s been a few weeks since we last talked about circumcision.  Circumcision was a bloody act, 
the cutting away the foreskin of the male reproductive organ.  It consecrated reproduction to 
God.  It can sometimes be confusing when reading Scripture because circumcision is sometimes 
referred to as an act, and it is sometimes referred to as a people (verses 11 & 12 of today’s 
passage refer to people, not the act). 
 
   Here’s Paul’s argument summarized.  Because a person has physical circumcision applied to 
himself, it doesn’t necessarily follow that he has been circumcised in his heart.  And, it is true 
that there are some who’ve received circumcision both physically and spiritually, and they 
would be true believers in Jesus Christ.  Yet, it is possible to have the inner circumcision, but not 
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the physical sign of circumcision.  In that situation, the person is a Christian because of the 
“circumcision made without hands” as Paul puts it to the Colossians (Chapter 2:11). 
 
   In verse 9, Paul asserts again the truth he mentioned back in verse 3 (there quoting Genesis 

15:6) that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness.  That means Abraham was 
saved by faith.  In addressing the question how this was accounted to Abraham, Scripture 
teaches that Abraham was accounted righteous when he was uncircumcised.  The physical sign 
for circumcision wasn’t given by God until Genesis 17:10-13 (14 years later), and it wasn’t until 
verses 23-27 of Genesis Chapter 17 that Abraham received circumcision.  
 
   It’s important for us to realize that the sacraments do not save – circumcision doesn’t save, 
baptism doesn’t save, nor does the Lord’s Supper save.  So, we may ask why the sacraments are 
even necessary if they do not save. 
 
   Circumcision signified and sealed Abraham’s faith.  This describes the purpose of a sacrament 
– two parts – it serves as a sign and as a seal. 
 
   A sign points to the existence of that which it signifies.  It is a visible object that points to something 
different from and greater than itself.   
 

   As you approached the turn off of Highway 94 into our church parking lot, whether you came from 
Aledo to the north or from points south, you passed a sign that reads “Hidden Entrance.”  That sign is a 
warning to drivers that they are approaching an area where there is a parking lot that people could be 
entering or exiting.  The sign isn’t the hidden entrance, but it signifies it (points to it).  The same is true 
of a sacrament.  The sacrament is a sign of something it points to – in the case of baptism, it is water.  In 
the case of the Lord’s Supper, the signs are the bread and the cup.  These signs point to the covenant 
God established with Abraham based on the work of Jesus Christ. 

 
   On the other hand, a sacrament is also a seal.  Verse 11 reads, “And he received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he 
might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might 

be imputed to them also.”  A seal authenticates, confirms, and guarantees the genuineness of 
that which is signified. (Murray, 138)   

 

   An example of this is the passport, which many of us have.  The passport, which includes the Seal of 
the USA stamped on one of your pictures taken for this document, indicates that the authority of the US 
government stands behind it in affirming you as the person whose picture appears is a true citizen of the 
USA.  It’s a validation of your identity. 

 
   To Abraham, because circumcision was a seal, it served as a guarantee of the trustworthiness 
of God’s promises to him.  In our day, baptism serves as the same kind of a seal that the person 
receiving it is taken into the membership of the church because he/she is identified with Christ.  
Communion also serves as a seal when we receive it, indicating that we have taken Jesus into 
ourselves, as intimately and inseparably as eating bread and drinking wine.  Truly, the believer 
in Jesus Christ has been “signed, sealed, and delivered” by God. 
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   Perhaps the best-known sign in sacred Scripture was introduced by God after the Great Flood in 
Genesis Chapters 6-8.  Do you remember what it is?  The rainbow.  The rainbow doesn’t prevent us from 
being overwhelmed by a flood, but it does signify and seal that God will never again drown the human 
race.     

 
   Verse 12 asserts that true circumcision results in godly living.   To walk in the “steps of the 

faith” is to march in file.  Abraham is conceived of as the leader of the band and we walk, not 
abreast, but in file, following in the footprints left by Abraham. (Murray, 139) 

 
   Not only at this time of year, but especially so, we can demonstrate the reality of a life that 
has been changed by faith in Jesus Christ in many ways.  You don’t have to spend a lot of money 
to make an eternal difference in your relationship with others.  Try some, if not all, of these: 
  
   Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell someone, “I love you.”  Give something away–
anonymously.  Forgive someone who has treated you wrong.  Turn away wrath with a soft 
answer.  Visit someone in a nursing home.  Apologize if you were wrong.  Be especially kind to 
someone with whom you work.  Give as God gave to you in Christ, without obligation, or 
announcement, or reservation, or hypocrisy. 
   

   For the Church Christmas program, the director was considering a role for Wally, a shy, awkward child.  
She decided on the innkeeper.  It required Wally only to shake his head and say one line, “Sorry, we’ve 
no room.”  Wally was happy to learn of his important role. 
 
   The night arrived, and the play was proceeding according to plan.  Mary and Joseph had traveled to 
Bethlehem and come to the door of the inn.  Joseph knocked on the door and it opened to Wally.   
“Please sir, do you have a room we could take?” asked Joseph.  Wally shook his head and replied. “I’m 
sorry, we’ve no room”. 
 
   Now the boy playing Joseph was a particularly confident child, and while the script called for him and 
Mary to turn away at this point, Joseph decided to exercise some dramatic license.  “But sir” he said to 
the innkeeper, “My wife is about to have her baby and we need somewhere to stay.  Couldn’t you find 
us a room?”  Wally’s face went white – this was not planned for! – He paused for a moment before 
repeating his line.  “I’m sorry, we’ve no room.” 
 
   “But sir” replied Joseph, “We’ve traveled such a long way and we’ve nowhere else to go and my wife is 
very tired.  Surely you can find us somewhere.” Wally bowed his head, shook it sadly and said, “I’m 
sorry, we’ve no room.”  Forlornly Joseph and Mary started walking away.  Wally, now fully into his role, 
felt shamed and saddened.  A tear trickled down his cheek.  Then his voice was heard calling out. “Wait! 
Please come back.  You can have my room.” 
 
   It may not have been according to script, but at that moment Wally gave perfect expression to the 
Christmas story.   

 
   What room can we give up to others for the sake of Jesus?     


