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“Objections Answered” 
Romans 3:1-8 

October 27th, 2019 
 

   A nervous airline passenger began pacing the terminal when bad weather delayed his flight.  During his 
walk, he came across a life insurance machine.  It offered $100,000 in the event of an untimely death 
aboard his flight.  The policy was just three dollars. 
 
   He looked out the window at the threatening clouds and thought of his family at home.  For that price 
it was foolish not to buy, so he took out the coverage.  He then looked for something to eat.  Airports 
carry a good variety of eateries so he settled on his favorite, Chinese. 
 
   It was a relaxing meal until he opened his fortune cookie.  It read, “Your recent investment will pay big 
dividends.” 

 

   There are hundreds of objections to Christianity.  If you’re presently a Christian, you may 
remember some of the objections you had before God saved you.  And, if you’re a faithful 
Christian, you’re also engaging with people who are not yet believers in Christ.  They may be 
asking you to disprove their objections.   
 

   One objection I periodically hear goes something like this – I have things I want, or have, to do before I 
become a Christian.  How would you answer such a statement?  Here’s one way: 
 
   Why must these things be done before you come to God?  Are they bad things or good?  If they’re bad, 
then you shouldn't do them.  If they’re good, why can't you become a Christian and then do them? 
 
   Nothing is more important than a saving relationship with God in Christ Jesus.  To put Him off is 
unwise.  What if you die before you become a Christian?  Then you’d be eternally without hope. 
 
   That statement implies you believe following God will mean you won't be able to do the things you 
want to do.  If that’s true, then that means the things you intend to do would displease God.  Are you 
saying you prefer to do something God wouldn't want you to do?  If that is so, you are willfully sinning 
against Him, and putting yourself in danger.  That is all the more reason you need His forgiveness. 

 
   As we come today to Chapter 3 of the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Church at Rome, we see he 
anticipates several possible objections to the message of grace he brings them. 
So, open your Bibles or Bible app, and let us tune our ears, and give attention to the spoken 
Word of Almighty God, and do so while standing if you’re able.   
 
Romans 3:1-8: 
   What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit (value) of circumcision?  2 Much in every way!  
Chiefly because to them were committed (entrusted) the oracles of God.  3 For what if some did not 
believe?  Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?  4 Certainly not!  Indeed, 
let God be true but every man a liar.  As it is written: 

“That You may be justified in Your words,  
And may overcome when You are judged.” 
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   5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say?  Is God unjust 
who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.)  6 Certainly not!  For then how will God judge the world?  7 For if 
the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?  
8 And why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”? —as we are slanderously reported and as some 
affirm that we say.  Their condemnation is just.” 
 

   In the New King James Version of Scripture, which I use in this pulpit, Paul asks 8 questions in 
these first 8 verses of Romans Chapter 3.  I’ll examine each, as well as the answers Paul gives.  
With verse 1, Paul looks at the sign of circumcision, which takes us to the text we studied last 
Sunday in Romans 2:17-29.  There, we learned that simply because a person bore on his body 
the mark of belonging to God’s people (circumcision), that didn’t necessarily mean he was a 
legitimate believer in Jesus Christ.   
 
   So, with verse 1 Paul asks, “What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit (value) of 

circumcision?”  He answers it in verse 2, “There are great benefits!” (NLT) To prove that statement, 
he reminds his Jewish readers that God gave them His Word to steward, “the oracles of God,” 
meaning “the very words of God.”  What an incredible gift of God to be entrusted with His Word, and 
to share it with others we know and love! 
 

   My observation is that more and more young people grow up in homes where the teaching of the 
Word of God is absent – this, even though they likely have at least one Bible in their homes!  There’s no 
prayer offered at meal or bedtime.  There’s an absence of singing hymns and praise songs.  There is no 
regular reading of the Bible.  Such families sleep in on Sunday mornings, or they take day trips with their 
families, anything but attending Church together. 
 
   Parents of such households were likely raised in homes where they were not taken to church on 
Sundays.  Heathen begets heathen, that way.  Last Sunday’s Rock Island Argus shared some troubling 
data from the Pew Research Center.  Based on telephone surveys conducted between 2018 and 2019, 
65% of American adults now describe themselves as Christian, down from 77% in 2009.  That’s a drop of 
more than 1% per year in the last decade!   
 
   Meanwhile the portion that describes their religious identity as atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in 
particular,” now stands at 26%, up from 17% in 2009.  More than a quarter of our population; a nation 
that was founded upon principles and precepts from the Holy Bible!   

 
   As Christians, we have a great privilege to read, study, memorize, and meditate upon the 
Bible.  We must take advantage of the advantage God has given us!      
 

   Another application reveals this also to be true of our relationship with God’s Church.  It’s one thing to 
be a professing Christian who attends worship and shares in the work of the Church.  It’s another to do 
those things while also holding membership in the church.  There are benefits that come with 
membership!  If you were here two weeks ago when Luke Young joined the church, you were reminded 
again that membership includes having a voice/vote in the direction of the church, and the spiritual care 
of elders who shepherd and guide you.  Let me know if you believe you’re ready to join our fellowship. 
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   In verse 3, Paul anticipates his readers concluding that since some did not believe God’s 
faithfulness is at stake.  “What if some did not believe?  Doesn’t their unbelief neutralize God’s 

faithfulness?”  Well, even if everyone else is a covenant breaker, that doesn’t destroy God’s 
integrity regarding His part of the covenant.  Verse 4 describes each of us as a covenant 
breaker; we all are liars!  Did you flinch at that?  I did!  Only as long as my speech from this 
pulpit is in accord with the Word of God am I able to tell the truth.  It’s not in me; it’s all in Him!   
 
   Every one of us deceives others, each of us tell half-truths, all of us cover up truth, and we all 
delude ourselves.  Even so, our serious shortcomings do not reflect poorly on God whatsoever.  
That He treats His children with grace and compassion even so is absolutely mind-blowing!  
“Hallelujah, what a Savior!”      
 
   Verse 5 asks (paraphrased), “But our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how 

righteous God is.  Isn’t it unfair, then, for him to punish us?”  (Parenthetically, Paul notes this a 

human point of view.)  Oh my.  Sin is good?  Sin somehow results in something positive?  Smells 
like smoke and comes from the pit of hell!  There is absolutely nothing good about sin.  It is an 
affront to a holy God, and even the littlest sin is a ticket to eternal damnation in the fires of hell.   
 
   With verse 6, Paul provides the answer – “Certainly not!  For then how will God judge the world?”  
God is Judge over heaven and earth; we cannot file for a change of venue to escape His 
judgment!  He is sovereign over all!  God retains His divine right to judge us. 
 
   Yes, God will judge the world.  And if God shall judge the world, no one shall escape on any 
grounds whatsoever.  “He has broken the bones of your legs so that you shall not walk along 
but must be carried by His grace.” (Barnhouse, 175) 
  
   With verse 7 (NLT) “But,” someone might still argue, “how can God condemn me as a sinner if my 

dishonesty highlights his truthfulness and brings him more glory?”  Keller puts the question this way, 
“Well, then, if me sinning makes God look better, that means that I should sin more, shouldn’t I, 
so that his glory is more clearly seen?” (Keller, 66)  Such rationale almost sounds plausible and 
even…benevolent.  
 
   Sin is so very dangerous.  It can take on an appearance of something positive, harmless, even 
wholesome.  It is sneaky; it is deadly. 
 

   Someone has said of the sinner, “Every time he sins, he is making himself less capable of realizing what 
sin is, less likely to realize that he is a sinner, for the ugly thing, the really diabolical thing about sin is 
that it perverts a man’s judgment.  It stops him from seeing straight.”  

 

   Some time ago, a certain man wanted to sell his house in Haiti for $2,000.  Another man wanted to buy 
the house, but because he was poor, he couldn’t afford the full price.  After much bargaining, the owner 
agreed to sell the house for half the original price with just one stipulation – he would retain ownership 
of one small nail protruding from just over the door. 
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   After several years, the original owner wanted the house back, but the new owner was not willing to 
sell it.  So the first owner went out, found the carcass of a dead dog, and hung it from the single nail he 
still owned.  Soon the house became unlivable, and the family was forced to sell the house to the owner 
of the nail. 
 
   The moral of the parable is – “If we leave the devil with even one small peg in our life, he will return to 
hang his rotting garbage on it, making it unfit for Christ’ habitation. 

 
   Paul poses his last question in verse 8, “why not say, ‘Let us do evil that good may come?’”  
Really?  If we come to such a conclusion, then we are not true Christians.  You are no Christian 
if evil in yourself and in others does not distress you.  You are no Christian if you can take the 
transgressions of God’s law lightly.  If you are a Christian you will hate sin, repudiate it, fight 
against it, and strive for righteousness.” (Boice, 288) 
 

   At the beginning of this message, we considered one objection some people have about Christianity.  
We’ll close with another.  The objection is this:  Christianity is boring.  Christians are boring.  Why 
would anyone who wants to have a good time become a Christian?  How would you answer that?  
Here’s one way:  If Christianity seems boring to you, then you haven't experienced it.  No one who is 
a Christian will ever say that it is boring.  How do you know?  Have you tried it?  There are millions of 
Christians who have a lot of fun being Christian.  We just do it with a lot less sin, and therefore, a lot less 
problems.   
 
   What do you think we do all day, sit around fireplaces and read Bibles?  We ski, swim, play sports, 
read, enjoy good food, have friends and problems like anybody else.  Christianity is not boring.  It is an 
adventure. 

 
   How grateful I am to enjoy it together with you.    
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