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“When You Get What You Want” 
Romans 1:26-32 

September 29th, 2019 

 

   On their second anniversary, a husband sent flowers to his wife at her office.  He instructed the florist 
to write "Happy Anniversary, Year Number 2!" on the card. 
 
   The wife was thrilled when she received the flowers, but not so pleased about the card.  It read: 
"Happy Anniversary.  You're Number 2."  

 

   It strikes me that if you’re here today, at corporate worship of the Living God, you likely hold 
God’s Word, the Bible, in high esteem.  Is that a valid assumption on my part?  It’s also likely 
that there may be some people here who are on the path to being enlightened to that reality.  
For sure, we as a congregation believe that the Bible is the highest authority to mankind, even 
higher than the US Constitution; the Bible is also a higher authority than the Apostles’ or Nicene 
Creeds, which we sometimes recite here in worship.  The Bible trumps the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its catechisms; and the Bible is a higher authority than our 
commitments/treaties with other nation states around the world. 
  
   I go through that review because we come to a difficult, even controversial passage of sacred 
Scripture.  
 
   This morning, we return to our sermon series on the New Testament letter from the Apostle 
Paul to the Church at Rome.  We call it ‘Romans.’  Because Romans is a book chock full of 
biblical doctrine, I’ve entitled this series Christianity Explored.  We come to the end of Romans 

Chapter 1 today, and we find here a picture of godless humanity and God’s wrath against the 
depravity of mankind.  The words here are clear; they cannot easily be explained away, though 
they are often neglected or watered down.  Surely, they address some of the contemporary 
confusion in our modern sex-saturated culture. 
 

Romans 1:26-32: 
   “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.  For even their women exchanged the natural use 
for what is against nature.  27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in 
their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the 
penalty of their error which was due. 
   28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they 
are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 
32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of 
death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.” 

 
   As we look at Paul’s description here of godless humanity, I ask myself, “Who could’ve 
thought one bite of the fruit of a tree in the Garden of Eden could have resulted in so much 
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havoc?”  But, in these verses life in a fallen world is described in all of its corruption!  Apart 
from the saving grace of Jesus Christ, sinful humanity is without hope.  According to the Bible, 
we were conceived in sin.  Furthermore, we were born in sin.  That means we come into this 
present life already enemies with God.  Because of the radical pervasiveness of sin, we are 
desperately wicked in every part of our being – mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually, and 
intellectually – we are wholly unholy left to fend for ourselves.   
 
   You’ll recall when we studied the Book of Genesis on Sunday mornings that it wasn’t very far 
into the history of mankind that another damning indictment against humanity was declared.  
This is from the Bible’s first book – Genesis 6:5 – “The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

 
   Everything described in these closing verses of Romans Chapter 1 is a result of what first took 

place with the sin of our first parents – Adam and Eve.  They acted as federal heads – meaning, 
they were representatives acting for all of humanity that would come from the generations 
descending from them (which includes us, dear ones).  But, we cannot blame them for our sin; 
we are responsible to God for the lives we live. 
 
   In verse 26, it’s helpful for us to remember the antecedent to the pronouns “them” and “their.”  

Going all the way back to verse 18, we find whom “they” are – “those who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness.”  Because these people persisted in their unbelief, God gave them up to their 
shameful, vile passions.  They delighted in their sin, and God gave them what they wanted.  This 
is what happens when you get what you want – be careful what you ask for!  God doesn’t force 
you to do what you don’t want.  But, He is capable of changing your sinful nature – and when 
He does that those whom He brings to spiritual life also realize that they want to walk with the 
Savior Jesus Christ who lived and died and was raised again to life for them! 
 
   Twice in these verses of sacred Scripture (verses 26 and 28) we are taught that God gave 
these suppressors of truth up/over to shameful passions and a depraved mind.  God gave them 
what they wanted.  He removed any restraint in keeping them from falling into greater sin.  To 
illustrate such shameful passions originating from a depraved mind, Paul “sees the sin of 
homosexual behavior as the sin most representative of the radical nature of our fall.” (Sproul, 51)  
Paul teaches here that lesbianism and homosexuality are contrary to nature – they are against 
natural sexual function.  God created men with certain reproductive organs, and He created 
women with certain reproductive organs.   
    
   Let’s hear verses 26 and 27 as they are in the New Living Translation, a paraphrase in modern 
English.  “Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with 
each other.  And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for 
each other.  Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within 
themselves the penalty they deserved.” 

 
   These are explosive verses.  They speak right to the heart of where our culture finds itself 
presently.  A Christian pastor preaching on these verses can find himself vilified by people who 
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do not submit to God’s Word as an authority.  Christians trying to be faithful to what God’s 
Word teaches here can find themselves labeled as haters simply because they understand 
differently.    
 
   Author Tim Keller notes here, “The Bible is clear, both in the Old and New Testaments, that 
active homosexual sex as a settled, unrepentant pattern of behavior is indicative of an attitude 
of rejection of Jesus’ lordship, and leaves people outside His kingdom.” (Keller, 33)   
 
   The same author of this letter of Romans, Paul, also wrote a couple letters to the Church in 
Corinth.  Listen to what he writes in I Corinthians 6:9-10: 
 

   “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 
deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 
   But, such sinners as these are never outside of His reach.  I Corinthians 6:11 says so – “And such 

were some of you…” Paul was here addressing Christians in Corinth!  Some of them were 
previously fornicators, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites and the like.  If we believe in the 
power of God’s Spirit to overcome our sinful flesh, then we must realize that he is able to do so 
with people caught up in life dominating sins like various kinds of sexual sin, among them 
homosexuality and lesbianism!  There is hope because such sins are forgivable.  Jesus lived, 
died, and rose again from the dead to cancel our sin debt!  In turn, He gave us His 
righteousness!  Now, that’s a deal worth making! 
    
   Notice how Paul structures his teaching in verses 26-31 – He begins in verses 26 & 27 with 
teaching on sins that are supercharged emotionally – lesbianism and homosexuality.  And, then 
he takes his argument to a listing of 23 sins in verses 28-31 that are just as damning and 
depraved as lesbianism and homosexuality.  As we look at that listing, we see, for instance, 
“gossip” included in verse 30.  If there’s something to be known about someone else, real or 
perceived, our fallen condition seeks for bad news about someone else.  It’s probably why you 
spend so much time on social media.  We can’t wait to hear the news, and we can’t wait to pass 
it on to someone else.  But, the trouble is, we don’t think gossip is that big of a deal – that much 
of a sin even - because so many Christian people engage in it.  Yet, gossip can ignite a great 
conflagration in the relationship between spouses, siblings, friends, co-workers, and 
acquaintances.  We often succumb to the sin of gossiping.   
 
   What’s the point?  The point is you may, behind the walls in the fortress of your self-
righteousness, look down your nose at people involved in perverted sex, while justifying your 
own battles with not forgiving others, not loving others, not extending mercy to others, 
coveting what you don’t have, envying others, murdering people in your heart who’ve hurt you, 
and disobeying your parents.  “You see homosexual acts as a ‘perversion,’ but you don’t think 
of deceit or boasting as ‘depraved.’  We only grasp the gospel when we understand, as Paul did, 
that we are the worst sinner we know – and that if Jesus came to die for us, there is no one that 
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He would not die for.  This sets us free to obey Jesus in loving our neighbor.   
 

   A Jewish man stepped in and watched part of Adolf Eichmann’s trial.  Eichmann was a Nazi SS officer 
who was one of the major organizers of the Jewish Holocaust of World War II.   
 
   The Jewish man burst into tears.  Someone next to him said, ‘Your anger must be unbearable.’ 
 
   The man replied, “No, it isn’t anger.  The longer I sit here, the more I realize I have a heart like his.” 

 
   I know that some of you have gay or lesbian family members and friends.  Some here today 
may be struggling with same sex attraction or behavior.  Still others here, perhaps many, are 
repulsed by the thought of such unbiblical behavior being welcomed into God’s Church.     
 
   As Christians, we must not engage in this conversation with hatred or anger.  We should not 
want to be the person who sees homosexuality as the sin that matters.  All sin matters, 
especially those we’ve come to peace with in our lives.  When we are no longer troubled at our 
own sin, though we continue in it, we are in a very dangerous place.  We stand at the precipice 
of stepping off into the abyss.  Watch yourself, dear one, the sin you allow to grow in your life 
will knock you out before you’re able to recover. 
 
   Finally, we come to verse 32.  It takes this discussion a step further.  This verse speaks of 
those “who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving 

of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.  The late Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, Bible teacher on the popular Bible Study Hour radio program of the mid-1900’s, 
observed, “This text is one of the most damning in the Bible.” (Barnhouse, 292) 
    
   It is just as wicked to approve of others sinning as it is to sin yourself.  Do we have any 
obligations to others besides our families?  Yes, we do.  As members of a specific congregation, 
you are obliged to seek peace among yourselves and to achieve unity with each other.  We 
cannot do either of those without properly understanding the righteous judgment of God. 
 
   This verse addresses the church (as does the entire letter).  Those who know the righteous 
judgment of God are the redeemed in Jesus Christ.  That’s us.  We, of all people, are to be 
driven to witness to others of the mercy of God in saving sinners.  And, we should realize that 
there are no loopholes to escaping God’s righteous judgment if we continue in our sin without 
repenting of it. 
 
   Don’t go to bed tonight without taking care of this.  If you presently trust Jesus, examine your 
life and make necessary changes according to the Bible.  If you do not trust Jesus, then you 
must get right with Him.  Plead with Him to save you, and not abandon you to your sin. 


