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“Have You Received this Letter?” 
Romans 1:1-7 

September 1st, 2019 
 

   A woman received the following letter from an ex-boyfriend: 
 

   Dearest Lauren, 
 

   I'm so sorry for the things I said.  I've been unable to sleep since I broke off our relationship last month.  
I think about you day and night.  Your absence is breaking my heart and recently I've begun to realize 
that nobody can take your place.  Sweetheart, I miss you so much.  Please call me. 
 

   All my love, Robert  
 

   P.S. Congratulations on winning last week's Powerball Lottery. 

 
   Today, we begin a sermon study of a letter.  Not a letter like the one Robert sent Lauren after 
she won the lottery.  Rather, we will be studying a letter that comes from God through a man 
called Paul to the Church in Rome.  And by extension, this letter comes to the Church in Europe, 
to the Church in the Middle East, the Far East, the Western hemisphere as well as the Eastern 
hemisphere.  This letter comes from God to the Church in North, Central, and South America, 
even to the Church here in Aledo.  Does it apply to you?  Have you received this letter? 
 
   Why study Romans?  Because it’s a very important part of the Bible, God’s Holy Word.  Easily, 
Romans is among the 4 or 5 most important books of the Bible.  It is the most detailed 
description of God’s gospel.  It has a deep Old Testament foundation.  It is Paul’s masterpiece; it 
contains many well-known verses, and many Bible teachers, preachers, and theologians have 
written commentaries or had their sermons on Romans put in print. 
 
   In my pastoral library, I have nearly 20 commentaries on Romans.  I’ll be using 6 or 7 of them 
primarily, but I’ll likely consult all of them during the course of this study.  Romans is the first 
book of sacred Scripture I taught as a Sunday School teacher of young adults, yet I have never 
preached through Romans. 
 
   Another reason we’re studying Romans, and this may be the most important one, is that we 
need to know more biblical doctrine.  Can you say that you know all you can know about the 
Bible?  None of us can truly say that.  In fact, it is unfortunately true that many people who 
profess to be Christians know precious little of what the Bible teaches.  Sadly, many professing 
Christians rely on what they hear in civil discourse, on social media, or questionable Internet 
websites to inform their Christianity.  And, that is a tragedy!  If the Church is weak in its witness 
to a worldly culture, it’s because Christians are weak in their knowledge of God’s Word!  And, 
dreadfully, preachers don’t teach God’s Word to the people they shepherd. 
 

   This was illustrated in a message I received from a Christian woman.  She told me of a conversation a 
friend of hers had with her pastor about the Book of Romans.  When she asked him if he had preached 
any messages from it, he said he wouldn’t touch Romans with a 10-foot pole!  For sure, there are some 
difficult and some deep passages in this book, but to neglect it is to the Church’s peril. 
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 Romans 1:1-7: 
   “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He 
promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.  5 Through Him we have 
received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among 
whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 
   7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
The Theme:  The gospel is the theme of Romans, and the gospel is the most important news we 
could receive and share with others.  As such, it is imperative we understand what the gospel is 
and why it is necessary we understand our need of it.  
 
The Letter the Roman Christians Received from the Apostle Paul. 
   In that day, letters began with a greeting or salutation, much like ours do.  But, the initial part 
of the greeting identified the letter’s sender, and not the recipient.  Our letters/emails often 
begin with the recipient – “Dear Jack” or “Dear Sally.”  
 
   Greetings also included the subject and the recipients of the letter often followed the subject.    
Notice the Persons of the Trinity in the greeting.  (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)  Jesus is first 
mentioned in verse 1, as is God.  Jesus is again mentioned in verses 3, 6 and 7.  God is 
mentioned again in verses 4 and 7.  The Holy Spirit is mentioned in verse 4. 

 
   Our study has 3 points – the sender of the letter, the subject, and the saints.  We begin with 
MP 1 – The Sender (Paul) whose name, as you may know, was originally “Saul.”   
 
   As a bondservant, Paul was Jesus’ slave.  He was a man under authority.  A bondservant, as 
the NKJV puts it, is a slave (doulos in Greek).  A slave could not come and go as he pleased.  “A 
slave was a person who was purchased, and once purchased, he became His master’s 
possession.” (Sproul, 16) 
 
   As a bondservant (slave), Paul was set apart to be an apostle.  An apostle is “a sent one.”  “To 
be ‘set apart’ means to be segregated from the multitude to a specific, sacred, consecrated 
task.” (Sproul, 18) 
 
   What was Paul set apart (separated) to do?  Verse 5 says Paul and the other apostles 
“received…apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,” Paul’s conversion 
experience in Acts Chapter 9 helps us understand to whom Paul (then Saul) would exercise his 
apostleship, which we must remember is not something he decided, but what God decided for 
him.  Saul was on his way to persecute Christians in Damascus, and along the way the Lord 
Jesus came to Saul, who laying on the ground frightened, received a commission from God.  
That commission included finding a man named Ananias in Damascus.  While there, in a vision, 
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Jesus explained to Ananias about Saul, “…he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before 
Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.” 

 
   So, Paul is the sender of this letter.  MP 2 – The Subject is the gospel.  The gospel is a 
message.  It is a message of good news.  It was a “declaration about God’s righteousness.  It 
was the message that the perfection and holiness of God has been seen in the life and death of 
Jesus Christ; and that this perfection is offered to us, as a free gift, through the life and death of 
Jesus Christ.” (Keller, 9) 

 
   When was this message first proclaimed?  We have to go back to the Old Testament, in fact, 
the very first book of the Old Testament to find the first time the gospel was proclaimed.  Turn 
to Genesis Chapter 3.  As we grow in our knowledge and understanding of the Bible, we know 
what certain chapters contain.  For instance, if you want to know what God says about how 
everything came to be, we would turn to the first two chapters of the book of Genesis, where 
we learn that God created all things – from nothing – merely by speaking everything into 
existence.   
  
   So, what would chapter 3 of Genesis be about then?  It teaches us how everything in this 
messed up world got messed up.  The first several verses show the tempting of Eve (the first 
woman God created) by the serpent (Satan, the devil).  Eve and her husband (Adam), the first 
man God created, sinned by doing what God forbid them to do, and the rest of Genesis Chapter 
3 details curses God placed upon the serpent, our first parents (Adam and Eve), and even the 
created order.  Yet, in the midst of those curses, we find hope in the first proclamation of the 
gospel good news. 
 
   Genesis 3:15 – God is speaking to the serpent (Satan); I prefer the NIV’s interpretation here: 
 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers;  

he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

   Theologians refer to this as the protoevangelion (a compound word of two Greek words 
proto=first; evangelion=gospel).  The promise is that the offspring (seed) of the woman (the line 
of the Messiah) would crush the head of the offspring of the serpent.  We know, standing on 
this side of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, that the striking of Jesus was the 
crushing of Satan’s head.  
  

   Back to Romans Chapter 1.  Who promised the gospel and where?  Verse 2 tells us that God 
promised the gospel, and He did so by the prophets.  Where?  In the Holy Scriptures (which 
refers to the Old Testament).  The Scriptures are “the scaffold on which Paul stands as God’s 
herald.” (Keller, 12)  Though we presently study a New Testament book, we are already seeing 
that it is connected to the Old Testament.  This is important.  The New Testament comes from 
the Old; the Old Testament has is the New Testament in seed.  Martin Luther said that what 
was “enfolded in the Old is unfolded in the New.”  Someone has written, “The New is in the Old 
concealed; the Old is by the New revealed. 
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   Notice various descriptors of Jesus mentioned in these verses.  Jesus is the center of the 
gospel.  The gospel is about a Person, not a concept.  The gospel is not fundamentally a 
message about our lives, dreams or hopes.  Since it is a declaration about Jesus, you’d expect to 
see Him mentioned often in this letter.  And He surely is in these opening 7 verses.  Clearly, 
Jesus was (and is) human.  Verse 3 explains Jesus was “born of the seed of David according to the 

flesh.”  Clearly, Jesus is also fully divine.  In verse 3 and verse 7, He is “LORD”; and in verse 4 He is 
“the Son of God.”  At the end of verse 4, we are given the event (that) confirmed Jesus as the 
Son of God.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is that event.  The late RC Sproul notes here, 
“When God the Holy Spirit raised the corpse of Jesus from the tomb, God was announcing to 
the world the sonship of Jesus.” (Sproul, 20) 
 
   The apostle Paul is the sender of this letter, and the subject is the gospel.  MP 3 – The Saints 
(Recipients of the letter).  Who are saints?  If you’re truly a Christian, then you are also a saint.  
You don’t have to be a given this title by the Church several years after your death.  You are a 
saint right now, if you are a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Literally, a saint is a “sanctified 
one” or “pure one.”  Someone who has been set apart by the Holy Spirit and called inwardly by 
Christ to Himself.   Are you a saint?    
 
   What are two gifts from God we saints desperately need?  They’re mentioned in Verse 7.  
God’s grace and peace.  Those who become children of God do so because of God’s grace – His 
unmerited favor.  We cannot do for ourselves spiritually, God must come to us, and when He 
does stoop to us, He does so to impart such gifts as His grace and His peace. 
 
   Believers in Christ are at peace with God; after His grace has claimed us, we are no longer at 
war with God and His people, the Church.  The peace that God gives surpasses human 
understanding; it is to be reconciled with God and others.  If God has granted you peace, you 
are to seek peace with others, especially those among the household of God. 
 
   Next Sunday, we’ll study verses 8-17 of Romans Chapter 1.  (Commit to read the book often!) 
 

   Edwin Booth was famous in his day, a world renowned actor. He had an infamous brother, John Wilkes 
Booth, who took the life of President Abraham Lincoln.  That deed bothered Edwin so much, he quit 
acting and agonized over the stain to his family’s name. 
 
   Edwin received a letter that made all the difference in his life.  The actor was waiting at a train 
platform when a young man fell between the station platform and a moving train.  Edwin reached down 
for the young man, pulling him back to safety by the collar.  The young man recognized his rescuer, 
shook his hand, and they departed separate ways. 
 
   The young man sent Edwin a letter of thanks.  Edwin carried that letter to his grave.  What a twist to 
realize that though Edwin’s brother, John Wilkes, had killed the President of the United States, he – 
Edwin – had saved the life of that President’s son, from being run over by a train - Robert Todd Lincoln 

 
   Have you received this letter from God to His Church?   


