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“Something Wicked this Way Comes” 
Proverbs 10 (selected verses)  

June 23rd, 2019 
 

   I begin by sharing with you some advice given to others by children: 
 

   1 - Don’t let your mom brush your hair when she is mad at your dad. 
   2 - Puppies still have bad breath even after eating a tic tac. 
   3 - When you’re dressed up like a princess, it’s easier to act like one. 
   4 - When you want something expensive, ask your grandparents. 
   5 - Never tell your mom her diet is not working. 

 
   Given the topic before us today – evil/wickedness – it’s necessary for us to listen to the 
Apostle Paul’s advice.  These words are from the New Testament letter he wrote to Christians 
in Ephesus (Ephesians 5:15-16): “Look carefully…how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the 
best use of the time, because the days are evil.” (English Standard Version) 
 
   The initial appearance of evil is found in the 2nd chapter of the Bible –Genesis 2:9 – “And out of 
the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.  The tree 

of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  That was 
the tree God forbid our first parents, Adam and Eve, to refrain from eating of. 
 

   Of course, Genesis Chapter 3 reveals they did precisely what God forbid them to do; they ate of 
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  From then on, all hell has broken loose 
in God’s creation; evil influences every aspect of God’s creation.  We see that in the next 
chapter of the Bible, Genesis 4:8, when Adam and Eve’s firstborn son, Cain, killed his little 
brother Abel.  And, just 6 chapters into the Bible, we have this diagnosis of life on earth – 
Genesis 6:5 – “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  I find the way The Message puts it to 
be helpful, “GOD saw that human evil was out of control.  People thought evil, imagined evil—evil, evil, 

evil from morning to night.”  
 
    What about our time?  Some would say we’re more sophisticated and refined than people 
were in biblical times, evil isn’t a problem anymore.  We’ve overcome its influence…right!  
    

   You’re aware the governor of Illinois signed a bill into law last week stripping all protections from 
unborn children, allowing for abortions up to the moment of birth.  The law also allows partial-birth 
abortions, and removes protection for pro-life doctors and insurers who object to the practice.     
 
   The governor says the law makes Illinois a “beacon of hope.”  The Susan B. Anthony List called it the 
“nation’s most extreme abortion law.”  There is no glory in being the most pro-abortion state! 
 
   On the flip side of that coin, there’s the bill the governor of Georgia recently signed while under 
intense pressure from Hollywood to do otherwise.  The bill he signed bans abortion of babies with a 
detectable heartbeat.  A politician from that state, unsuccessful in a run to be elected governor, called 
the Georgia bill “abominable” and “evil.” 

https://world.wng.org/content/illinois_bulldozing_pro_life_protections
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   How did attempts at keeping the most vulnerable human beings, preborn babies, alive become 
‘abominable?’  Murdering human babies that are partially delivered, now THAT’s abominable!   
 
   The Bible speaks to this phenomenon of people prizing good, when it is actually something 
evil.  This is Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, 

and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”  The context reveals this 
speaks of the Old Testament people of God, Israelites – unless they stopped their wicked ways, 
they would experience the anger of Almighty God – read the rest of that chapter. 
 
   In the book of Proverbs, evil is addressed on the individual or person-to-person level.  If you 
were to read the whole of Chapter 10 (32 verses), you’d find at least 15 times where the words 
“wickedness” and “evil” are used. 
 
Proverbs 10 (selected verses): 

   Verse 2:  “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, but righteousness delivers from death.”  It is no 
position of honor, wealth, or standing to possess riches built by illegal and immoral means.  
There is nothing positive for the advancement of the kingdom of God to depend upon monies 
or resources acquired by sinful methods.   However, right living can be of great gain to a person.  
Righteous living is the proof of a valid profession of faith in Jesus Christ, and on the basis of 
Christ’s righteousness heaven is the eternal destiny for all who rest in Him.  That is everything! 
 

   Jesus speaks to this in Matthew’s gospel account (Matthew 16:26) – “For what profit is it to a man 
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  
There can be nothing of earthly value that could replace an eternity in glory ultimately, and a 
life well-lived on this side of eternity. 
 
  Verses 6 & 7:  “Blessings are on the head of the righteous, but violence covers the mouth of the 
wicked.  The memory of the righteous is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.”   
 
   Wicked, evil people are not typically remembered by statues, memorials or plaques.  Similarly, 
no one remembers who didn’t win the race.  Those finishing first are the ones remembered, 
just as righteous people are those who are remembered.   
 

   You’ll know that a couple weeks ago, Jan, Zach, and I flew to Washington, DC, for a brief 5-day visit.  
One of the highlights was the tour we had of the US Capitol building.  Throughout the building, you’ll 
find 100 statues – 2 for each state in our union.  The states determined which statues would represent 
them in the building.  Would it surprise you to know that I couldn’t find any statue honoring some 
heinous villain or wicked criminal?  In each case, people of significant positive accomplishments are 
represented for their contributions to the betterment of the state and nation.   
 
   Interestingly, many of them were believers in Jesus Christ.  Incidentally, those representing the state of 
Illinois are James Shields (Civil War General, Judge, and the only man to serve as US senator for three 
different states – Illinois, Minnesota, and Missouri) and Frances Willard, founder of the Prohibition Party 
and President of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  Incidentally, she was the first woman to be 
honored by a statue in the Capitol building. 
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   There is at least one exception, however.  In Raleigh Memorial Park in Raleigh, North Carolina, you’ll 
find the grave of Herman Harband who lived from 1918 to 2011.  This is the inscription on his 
headstone:  “My wife, Eleanor Arthur of Queens, NY, lived like a princess for 20 years traveling the world 
with the best of everything.  When I went blind, she tried to poison me, took all my money, all my 
medication and left me in the dark alone and sick.  It's a miracle I escaped.  I won't see her in heaven 
because she's surely going to hell!”  This is an actual graver marker! 

 

   Verse 16:  “The labor of the righteous leads to life; the wages of the wicked to sin.”  God calls us to 
ministry, but He also calls us to our occupations and employments.  Christians perform their 
works to His glory, and as such, they result in a good life.  Those not in the family of God, 
(unbelievers, non-Christians) work/do for someone else’s glory (namely themselves).   
 
   Derek Kidner, a commentator on Proverbs notes, “The lesson is that one is not to blame 
poverty or wealth for the quality of one’s life.  A man uses his possessions according to his 
character; as tools for good or ill.” (Kidner, 87-88) 
 
   Verses 24 & 25:  “The fear of the wicked will come upon him, and the desire of the righteous will be 
granted.  When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked is no more, but the righteous has an everlasting 
foundation.” 

 
   Workers of iniquity are haunted by their sin; the very thing that they fear will take them down 
because the One behind such actions is the living God.  He will not be mocked! (Galatians 6:7)  
Conversely, God grants the desires of His children.  What a motive for prayer, dear ones!  The 
Psalmist David said something similar in Psalm 37:3-4 – “Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the 
land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of 
your heart.”  

    
   You see what must first take place, though, to have your desires fulfilled by God – you must 
delight yourself in Him.  You must become His child by faith in Jesus Christ, and you must desire 
to do all that you put your hand to for His glory.  It’s all about Him, you see.  The Apostle John 
put it like this in his gospel account (John 3:30) – “He (Jesus) must increase, but I must decrease.” 
 
   We must understand what Proverbs is teaching us from a New Testament perspective to learn 
how we combat wickedness and evil in our lives.  Before we launched into this study on 
Proverbs, we spent a year and a half or so in the Gospel According to Mark, remember that?  
Seems like quite a while ago!   
   
   Nearly halfway into his gospel account, Mark recorded the words of Jesus which were in 
answer to charges placed against Him by Pharisees and scribes that had come from Jerusalem 
to investigate what was going on with Jesus.  Mark 7:20-23 – “And He (Jesus) said, “What comes out 
of a man, that defiles a man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness.  All these evil things come from within and defile a man.” 
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   What an incredible list of perversity, decadence and corruption!  We can’t blame anyone else 
for the terrible things that we do, think, and say.  They all come from within us – not from 
environmental factors, family propensities, or any other thing we may try to blame.   
 

   The story has been told of a mental hospital that many years ago devised an unusual test to determine 
when their patients were ready to go back into the general population.  The hospital staff brought a 
candidate for release to a room where a water faucet was left on so that the sink overflowed and was 
pouring water all over the floor.  Then they handed the patient a mop and told him to mop up the 
water. 
 
   If the patient had the sense to turn off the faucet before mopping up the water, he was ready to be 
released from the facility.  But if, as in the case of many, the patient started mopping while the water 
was still flowing, they kept the patient for more treatment. 
 
   As Christians, each of us face the world in which we live and are confronted with the need to do battle 
with the evil that dominates it.  But, like the patients in the mental hospital, until we realize where the 
source of that evil is, we will make no real contribution.  To see less evil in the world means that we 
must conquer the evil that is pouring forth from our own heart.  That is the result of true conversion to 
Jesus Christ.  Then, to deal with the evil around us, we need a “mop and bucket,” the spiritual armor 
that God has provide for us. 

 
   Take another look at the word “evil.”  How’s it spelled?  E-V-I-L.  What happens when you turn 
it around (read it backwards)?  L-I-V-E.   
 
   To overcome the evil in our hearts with which we are born, we must plead with God for 
forgiveness; we must live our lives in a way that brings Him glory.  We know what that is from 
what we are taught by sacred Scripture.  Today, we learned these nuggets: 
 
   * The goal of our labors is very important.  Do you see how you can bring God the praise in completing 
your chores at home, as a student, as one providing for his/her family?  Are you contributing to the 
ministry of His church – financially, prayerfully, and with your regular involvement? 
 
   * We must examine the longings in our heart.  What desires do we entertain?  Are they godly, or are 
they purely selfish, and therefore, evil? 

 

   Taking responsibility for our sin is the first step.  We must then root it out of our hearts and 
minds.  To do this, we must go all out for Jesus; we dare not give the devil any foothold in our 
lives.  He is a deceiver, an accuser, and His only aim is to tear you down, tear apart your 
relationships with others, and spit you out on the dung heap.   
 
   Our closing hymn today is so encouraging; I hope to include it in the service of worship again 
next Sunday so we can get the tune down.  But, even more important are its lyrics:  “O Lord, my 
Rock and my Redeemer; Gracious Savior of my ruined life.  My guilt and cross laid on Your shoulders; in 
my place You suffered bled and died.  You rose, the grave and death are conquered; You broke my 
bonds of sin and shame.  O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer may all my days bring glory to Your Name.” 

  


