
1 

“Glory Be to…Me!” 
Selected verses in Proverbs  

March 31st, 2019 
 

   In Muhammad Ali’s heyday as heavyweight champion in boxing, he had taken his seat on a 747 airliner 
which was taxiing down the runway for takeoff.  A flight attendant walked by and noticed Ali did not 
have on his seatbelt, so she said, “Please fasten your seatbelt, sir.” 
 
   Ali looked up proudly and snapped, “Superman don’t need no seatbelt.” 
 
   Without hesitation the flight attendant stared at him and said, “Superman don’t need no plane.” 

 

   Pride mixing with social media can be a toxic brew.  Consider: 
 

   When the Cornerstone Bank in Waco, Nebraska, was robbed of some $6,000 in November 2012, the 
bank employees gave the police a good description of the teenage girl who pulled off the crime and the 
car in which she escaped.  As it turned out, the investigators didn’t need those descriptions, because the 
thief recorded a YouTube video titled “Chick bank robber” boasting of her criminal skill. 
 
   Fanning out the cash in front of the camera, 19-year-old Hannah Sabata held up a sign that read, “I just 
stole a car and robbed a bank.  Now I’m rich, I can pay off my college financial aid, and tomorrow I’m 
going for a shopping spree.”  Later she held up another sign which said, “I told my mom today was the 
best day of my life... she just thinks I met a new boy.”  Hannah’s brief criminal career ended later that 
week when police took her into custody. 

 

   This is the third sermon in a brief series examining some of the topics that the Old Testament 
Book of Proverbs teaches.  Two weeks ago, we kicked off this series with an overview of 
Proverbs.  In that sermon, we learned the theme verse for Proverbs.  Do you remember it? 
Proverbs 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” 

 
   Then, last Sunday, we examined our first topic addressed in Proverbs – friends and friendship.  
Topical sermon series are a chore for me because the text of Scripture doesn’t drive the 
sermon, the topic drives it.  As such, a preacher must glean through the entirety of the book 
combing out what the book teaches about a particular topic.  But, that’s the nature of Proverbs. 
 
   By the time Wednesday morning came about this past week, I still didn’t know the topic I’d be 
preaching today.  So, I determined to let God speak through that day’s Tabletalk devotion and 
my daily Bible reading.  It didn’t take long to figure it out; the first additional Scripture reading 
that day was Proverbs 29:23, “A man’s pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain 

honor.”  Then, I read my chapter from Proverbs for that day (the 11th), and this was the second 
verse – “When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom.”  Yes, LORD, I get it – 
pride is this week’s topic! 
  
   So, I began my brainstorm of the topic of pride.  Here’s just a portion of my brain dump: 
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   - A ‘pride’ is a collections of lions; 
   - The 1813 novel, Pride and Prejudice, written by Jane Austen, which became a television series and 
also multiple movie renditions; 
   - Aledo, Illinois is the City of Pride and Progress; 
   - The late country singer, Charley Pride; 
   - Professional Results in Daily Efforts (PRIDE) – a recognition program in one of the Security Police 
Squadrons I served in during my Air Force time; 
   - The 1984 hit song sung by Lee Greenwood, God Bless the USA, with this unforgettable refrain: 
 

“And I'm proud to be an American 
where at least I know I'm free. 
And I won't forget the men who died,  
who gave that right to me! 
And I gladly stand up next to you,  
and defend her still today. 
‘Cause there ain't no doubt I love this land;  
God Bless the USA!” 

 
   I came across some 15 verses in Proverbs that speak directly to the tops of pride and humility 
(there are more than that).  So, rather than reading the verses together, I’ll include many of 
them among the five short main points of this message. 
 
   The first main point is to define what we mean when we use the word “pride.”  What is 
pride?  The Hebrew word for pride (ga-on), used multiple times in Proverbs, “is put together 
with arrogance, evil behavior, and perverse speech.” (Vine’s Complete Expositional Dictionary, 187)  
The late British author, CS Lewis, defined pride as “the complete anti-God state of mind.”  
(Quoted in Ortlund, Proverbs, 148)  Jonathan Edwards, perhaps the greatest mind ever born in these 
United States, called pride “the worst viper that is in the (human) heart” and “the greatest 
disturber of the soul’s peace and sweet communion with Christ.” (Quoted by CJ Mahaney, Humility, 

34)  Edwards ranked pride as the most difficult sin to root out. (Mahaney, 34)  
 

   You know the Gloria Patri – “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost...” 
 
   Pride twists that acclamation of praise, to begin it this way “Glory be to… Me.”  Thus the title of this 
message! 

 
   It’s one thing to have an inordinate (excessive) esteem for one’s self and accomplishments 
(the kind of pride the Bible views negatively).  Yet, it’s another thing entirely to be proud of 
someone else and their accomplishments.  Perhaps the best way to describe this second form 
of pride would be to use the word “pleased,” rather than the word “proud.”   
 
   Recently, I was asked what makes me proud.  Our kids, Zach and Molly, came immediately to 
mind (I’m pleased with them, the adults they’ve become, and what they’ve accomplished).  The 
next thing that came to mind was pride in my military service.  I am pleased to have had the 
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privilege of serving you and our country in that way.  But, if I use my military service to boast 
about me, I will have crossed over into the realm of excessive self-pride. 
 

   A turtle once wanted to spend the winter in Florida, but he knew he could never walk that far.  He 
convinced a couple of geese to help him, each taking one end of a piece of rope, while he clamped his 
vise-like jaws in the center. 
   The flight went fine until someone on the ground looked up in admiration and asked, “Who in the 
world thought of that?” 
   Unable to resist the chance to take credit, the turtle opened his mouth to shout, “I did.” 

 

   Given what we’ve just discussed about pride, perhaps we could imagine how God might feel 
about it.  This is Proverbs 6:16-19 – “These six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are an abomination 
to Him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, 
feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among 

brethren.”  At the head of this list of seven sins is pride – “a proud look.”  Proverbs 21:4 refers to 
this as a “haughty” look, meaning “high” or “arrogant or over-bearing.”   
 

   Benjamin Disraeli, a British statesman who served two terms as prime minister in the mid 1800’s once 
said, “When I want to read a good book, I write one.”  George Bernard Shaw, Irish author and playwright 
who received the 1925 Nobel Prize for Literature wrote, “I often quote myself.  It adds spice to my 

conversation.”  They’re balloon heads! 

 
   We can be guilty of such arrogance, though!  Anytime we look down our nose at others, or we 
in some way place ourselves over them, we treat them as people of little esteem or worth.  God 
hates such behaviors! 
 
   Is it troubling to see the word “hate” here associated with God?  God hates arrogance and 
high-mindedness!  God is holy, pure, and righteous in all He is and does.  As such, He stands in 
direct opposition to things and people who are not holy, pure and righteous.  Proverbs 21:24 
addresses this as well when we read, “A proud and haughty man—“Scoffer” is his name; he acts with 

arrogant pride.”  God hates human pride so much that in Proverbs 15:25 we read that “The Lord 
will destroy the house of the proud, but He will establish the boundary of the widow.” 

 
   Having defined pride and seen how God feels about it, let’s look more closely at how pride 
manifests itself – what accompanies a prideful mindset?  Proverbs provides much support: 
 

* Proverbs 8:13 - “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way 

and the perverse mouth I hate.”  A “perverse mouth” is one that spews forth profanity or words 
that tear others down, instead of building them up.  The “perverse mouth” speaks down to 
others. 

 
* Proverbs 11:2 - “When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom.”  

Some versions use “disgrace” instead of shame.  A man of pride is a disgrace in the eyes of God 
because he doesn’t acknowledge God as the One who has given him all of his skills and talents, 
even the very breath he takes in! 
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* Proverbs 13:10 reads, “By pride comes nothing but strife, but with the well-advised is 

wisdom.”  A prideful person stirs up conflict; he/she is a person of trouble.  Proverbs 28:25 

teaches this as well, but also adds the antidote. “He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, but he 

who trusts in the Lord will be prospered.”  To trust in the Lord is also to overcome strife.    
 

* Perhaps the best known proverb on pride is Proverb 16:18 - “Pride goes before 

destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  Proverb 18:12 reads similarly, “Before destruction the 

heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility.”  Derek Kidner, one of the finest Old 
Testament commentators, notes, “The special evil of pride is that it opposes the first principle 
of wisdom (the fear of the Lord) and the two great commandments.” (Kidner, 120)  Remember 
what those commandments are?  To love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and your neighbor as yourself.  “The proud (person) is therefore at odds with his neighbor and 
the Lord.” (Kidner, 120) 
 

     Given what we’ve discussed about pride, what is the solution?  In one word, it is humility.  
Scripture often contrasts pride with humility. 
 

* Proverbs 29:23 - “A man’s pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor.” 
 
* Proverbs 15:33 - “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor is 

humility.” 
 

* Proverbs 22:4 - “By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and honor and life.” 
 
   Pride is addressed in other books of sacred Scripture.  For instance, James 4:6 – “God resists the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  And, the most stirring example of humility is our Lord Jesus 
Himself.  This is Philippians 2:8-11 – “…being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  Therefore God also has highly 
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
   Ken Wingate, in his lessons on Proverbs notes, “The logic of genuine humility is very simple.  I 
did not create myself.  I did not choose my race, hair color, height, sex, or IQ.  What is more, I 
cannot change the fundamental characteristics I was given.  How, then, can I ever congratulate 
myself for how smart (or handsome, or rich) I am?  To do so is preposterous!  God alone made 
me and sustains me.” (Wingate, The Father’s Gift, 107) 
 
   The fine British preacher of the 1930-70s, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, wrote the following about the 
surest way to pursue humility: 
 
     “There is only one thing I know of that crushes me to the ground and humiliates me to the 
dust, and that is to look at the Son of God, and especially contemplate the cross.  Nothing else 
can do it.  When I see that I am a sinner…that nothing but the Son of God on the cross can save 
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me, I’m humbled to the dust…Nothing but the cross can give us the spirit of humility.”  (Quoted in 

Humility, Mahaney, 66)   Earlier in this service, we sang Isaac Watts’ great hymn, When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.   
 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 

 

   The name Thomas Jefferson ought to be familiar to you.  He wrote his own epitaph.  Listen carefully to 
what he wrote: 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826). 
Born April 13, Virginia. 

Lawyer, architect, inventor, statesman. 
Best known as author of the 1776 Declaration of Independence. 

Served as Governor of Virginia, minister to France, and Secretary of State in Washington’s first 
administration. 

Vice-President during John Adams’ administration. 

 

   Is something missing?  Yes, he was the third President of these United States – for 8 years!  As 
feisty and distinguished he was as a patriot, he humbly dismissed drawing attention to those 
passing his grave that he served as the highest official of the land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


