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“Wisdom for Life” 
Proverbs 1:1-7 

March 17th, 2019 

 

   1 - Why do people wear shamrocks on St. Patrick's Day?  Well, real rocks are too heavy. 
 

   2 - What would you get if you crossed Quasimodo with an Irish football player?  The Halfback of Notre 
Dame. 

 

   His name was Maewyn, which means “friend.”  He is believed to have been born in Scotland in the 
year 385 AD (that’s 1,634 years ago!)  When Maewyn was 16 years old, he and two friends were on a 
beach.  A boat came to the shore, and the three boys were taken captive.  On that boat were several 
hundred other teenage boys and girls who were taken to Ireland.  Maewyn & his friends were slaves for 
6 years in Ireland before they escaped to England.   
 
   Maewyn was a believer in Jesus Christ.  In prayerfully reading the Bible, Maewyn believed that God 
was calling him back to Ireland to teach the Irish people about Jesus Christ and their need to trust Him. 
 
   His name was changed to Patricius when he became a bishop.  Many believe he used three-leaf clovers 
to teach about the Triune God – He Who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He came to be known as the 
“Apostle to Ireland.”  We know Patricius better as “Patrick.”  Today is the day he is remembered – the 
date on which he died (461 AD) in Ireland.  

 
   Patrick was a man of wisdom as he sought God’s Word to determine God’s will for him.  As 
such, it is likely he was quite familiar with the Old Testament book of Proverbs.  What about 
you, my friends, how familiar are you with the book of Proverbs?  Do you know any by heart? 
 
   I came across a listing of the 3 best-known Old Testament Proverbs.  Do you know them? 
 
 1 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths (or “make your paths straight”).  Which Proverb is 
this?  Proverb 3:5-6. 
 
 2 – The second most known Proverb is Proverb 22:6; do you know what it is?  “Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
 
 3 – It’s possible many know the third most well-known Proverb – we look at it today, Proverb 
1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

  
   That verse is the theme of the entire 31 chapter book we call “Proverbs.”  Today, we begin a 
new sermon series on Proverbs, having just completed a study of the Gospel According to 
Mark.  I’ve entitled this series, Wisdom for Life.  There’s an important tie between the four 
accounts of the gospel, where we see Jesus most clearly and ‘wisdom.’  Here it is – to be wise, 
you must first know Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures teach that wisdom is not merely a concept, it is 
also a Person.  If you listened carefully to the passage from I Corinthians Chapter 1 that Ethan 
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read earlier, you’d have heard that Jesus Christ is “the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (I 

Corinthians 1:24)  To know Jesus as Lord and Savior, is to know wisdom.       
 
   In my observation, wisdom is something lacking in our day, even so with many Christians.  Too 
many Christians know too little about God’s Word.  Recently, one person I was speaking with 
readily shared that he didn’t read the Bible much.  Yet, he was very quick to assert that certain 
things were true about God that he really didn’t know to be true.  He had little knowledge, 
instruction, and wisdom.  Today’s passage calls such a man a “fool.”  
 
   This brief 4 month series will not be an exposition of every verse “precept upon precept, line 

upon line.” (Isaiah 28:13)  Instead, it will be a topical series.  A general reading of Proverbs shows 
it addresses various topics important for God’s people to understand and live out in their lives.  
Among those topics are these – money, friends, words, sexual purity, work, self-control, 
guidance, pride, health, leadership, marriage, and sin.  Today is an overview of the book, and 
the first 7 verses of the first chapter provide the overview.  
    
Proverbs 1:1-7: 
   The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 
 

2 To know wisdom and instruction,  
To perceive the words of understanding,  
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom,  
Justice, judgment, and equity;  
4 To give prudence to the simple,  
To the young man knowledge and discretion— 
5 A wise man will hear and increase learning,  
And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,  
6 To understand a proverb and an enigma,  
The words of the wise and their riddles. 
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

 
   The Book of Proverbs consists of some 930 ancient sayings.  It is not merely a book of good 
advice; rather, it is a book of revealed morality.  It is divine wisdom from God for His covenant 
people.  As such, it is a teaching manual; a collection of collections.  A definition of proverb that 
I find helpful is this from Spanish novelist Cervantes, who defined a proverb as “a short 
sentence based on long experience.”  
 
   Verse 1 tells us who the author of this book is – King Solomon, David’s son.  He ruled Israel 
from about 961 to 922 BC – his story is told in the Old Testament Book of I Kings.  Solomon was 
known for his wisdom – this is from I Kings 4:29-34: 
 

   “And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and 
largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.  Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.  For he was wiser 
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than all men…He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand 
and five…And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his 
wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon.” 

 
   Despite what is said here about Solomon, he finished his life as a fool; among his sins was 
polygamy (multiple wives at the same time).  Having a reputation as a wise man, the fact that 
Solomon “had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines” reveals that he was 
not as smart as he should have been!  In the end, “his wives turned away his heart.” (I Kings 11:3) 
 
   Solomon uses several different terms for wisdom in verses 2-7.  They are synonymous or 
nearly synonymous with each other.   
 
   Verse 2 reads “To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive the words of understanding.”  The 
words “wisdom” and “wise” are used three times each in these 5 verses.  In fact, those two 
words are used at least 125 times in this entire book.  “Wisdom is the ability to see life as God 
sees it.” (Kenneth B. Wingate, A Father’s Gift, 2) 

 
   “Instruction” is also “training.”  “Its frequent companion is correction, or reproof.” (Derek Kidner, 

Proverbs, 36) 
 
   The second half of verse 2 is a play on words where two terms mean essentially the same 
thing to “Perceive” is to “understand,” and to “understand” is to “perceive.”  In each case, 
perceiving or understanding is also to be a discerning person – which is anything but a fool! 
 
   This is Verse 3 again – “To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity;” Here 
“wisdom” is used in place of another synonym – “prudence.” (which is also found in verse 4).  
Prudence is also a female name, and it means good judgment (interesting how ‘good’ judgment 
often arises because of ‘bad’ judgment!)  “Justice” here can also mean “right living,” and “equity” 
can mean “uprightness.” 

 
   Verse 4 reads “To give prudence to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion—  

 “The simple person is the naïve person; one who is highly impressionable and open to all sorts 
of influences.  This person doesn’t often possess the discretion to know the difference.  
“Knowledge” is an awareness of basic facts.  Wisdom is rightly using knowledge.  “Wisdom 
means more than the attaining of knowledge; it carries the idea of skillful use of knowledge in 
the service of God.” (Jay Adams, The Christian Counselor’s    Commentary, 5)   
 
   Verse 5 reads, “A wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of understanding will attain 

wise counsel,” Pastor and author Jay Adams’ thought here is helpful when he notes, “The wise 
man is ever increasing his store of information and sharpening his intellectual and social skills in 
ways that please God.” (Adams, 7) 

    
   Verse 6 contains some interesting words; “To understand a proverb and an enigma, the words of 

the wise and their riddles.”  An “enigma” is “a person or thing that is mysterious, puzzling, or difficult to 
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understand.”  The same could be said of difficult riddles (“dark sayings.”)  Who doesn’t like 
riddles? 
 
   Finally, we come to Verse 7, the theme verse of the Book of Proverbs.  “The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

 
   One of the best commentators on Proverbs is the late David Hubbard.  He wrote, “’Fear’ is 
best understood as ‘reverent obedience.’  Although it includes worship, it does not end there.  
It radiates out from our adoration and devotion to our everyday conduct that sees each 
moment as the Lord’s time, each relationship as the Lord’s opportunity, each duty as the Lord’s 
command, and each blessing as the Lord’s gift.” (Hubbard, The Preacher’s Commentary, 48) 

 
   CS Lewis put it this way when he wrote, “In God you come up against something which is in 
every respect immeasurably superior to yourself.  Unless you know God as that – and, 
therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison – you do not know God at all.  As long as you 
are proud, you cannot know God.  A proud man is always looking down on things and people; 
and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.” 
(Quoted in Raymond Ortlund, Jr., Proverbs: Wisdom that Works, 31) 
 
   God here addresses the person comfortable in his own ignorance – he is a “fool.”  He may 
think he is pretty smart, but if he continues to rely on his own understanding, instead of seeking 
to know God’s Word, he is starving himself spiritually.  This person (maybe it’s you?) rarely 
makes decisions pleasing to God.  How can your decisions please God when you don’t look 
through the grid of the Bible?  The biggest fool of all is the person who says he’s doing right in 
God’s eyes, and what he is doing is described as sin in God’s Word!  Want to do what is pleasing 
in God’s eyes?  Do what He says!  Twist yourself according to His Word, instead of twisting His 
Word according to what you want. 
 
   Each of us must read (or hear) something from God’s Word – every day!  A new Bible study 
begins one week from this Tuesday morning for ladies (The Gospel According to the Ten 
Commandments).  We meet from 9 AM to 10 AM.  Another study, for all people, begins the 
same day at 1:00 PM at Vashti Village, “Because He Loves Me.”  Another Bible study begins one 
week from this Wednesday evening (Foundations of Grace).  That study will meet from 6:30 to 
7:30 PM in the fellowship hall.  Each of us must know more about God and what He expects of 
us.  Dear ones – an hour a week in worship is absolutely vital to your spiritual health, but it 
alone is not enough – you must really consider participating in a good Bible study.  If Tuesday 
mornings or afternoons, or Wednesday nights don’t work for your schedule, then let your 
elder or me know what might work better for you.   
 
   I began this message with the story of Maewyn (Patrick).  We can appropriately remember 
Patrick by studying a prayer he wrote, known as ‘St. Patrick’s Breastplate.’  It reveals Patrick 
was a man who feared the Lord, and was, therefore a very wise man.  
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Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 


