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“Tomorrow Isn’t Guaranteed” 
Acts 24:22-27 

 

   Have you heard the fresh bulletin announcement from the Procrastinator’s Club of America?  National 
Procrastination Week was celebrated last week!      

 
   Someone has said, “What you put off today, you’ll probably put off tomorrow, too.”  
 

   Clare Boothe Luce was an American playwright, legislator, and author who lived from 1903-1987.  
When she was 75, she was asked, “Do you have any regrets?”  She answered: “Yes, I should have been a 
better person.  Kinder.  More tolerant.”   
 
     “Sometimes I wake up in the middle of the night, and I remember a childhood girlfriend of mine who 
had a brain tumor and called me three times to come and see her.  I was always too busy, and when she 
died, I was profoundly ashamed.  I still remember that after 56 years.” 

 
   Tomorrow isn’t guaranteed.  One person has quipped, “Procrastination is the grave in which 
opportunity is buried.” 
 

Mr. Meant-To has a comrade, 
And his name is Didn’t Do; 

Have you ever chanced to meet them? 
Did they ever call on you? 

 
These two fellows live together 

In the house of Never-Win, 
And I’m told that it is haunted 

By the ghost of Might-Have-Been. 

 
   In the last six verses of the New Testament Book of Acts Chapter 24, we have the sad truth that 
the Roman governor Felix and his wife – Drusilla – procrastinated when they were brought face 
to face with Jesus Christ through the apostle Paul.  Evidently, despite several conversations with 
Paul over the course of two years, they failed to receive the free gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.   
     
   Listen carefully as I read the passage of sacred Scripture for this morning, and stand, as you’re 
able, in reverence for the Word of God read.   
 
Acts 24:22-27: 
   “But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the Way, he adjourned the 
proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case.”  
23 So he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and told him not to forbid 
any of his friends to provide for or visit him. 
   24 And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and 
heard him concerning the faith in Christ.  25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and 
the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time 
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I will call for you.”  26 Meanwhile he also hoped that money would be given him by Paul, that he might 
release him.  Therefore he sent for him more often and conversed with him. 
   27 But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to do the Jews a favor, left 
Paul bound.” 

 
   The scene is the governor’s quarters in the Roman regional headquarters city of Caesarea.  
The apostle Paul had been escorted by a military force there from Jerusalem.  There was a court 
proceeding – Paul, the accused, versus the Sanhedrin, his accusers.  Each side had given their 
separate statements before Felix in verses 1-21 of this 24th chapter.  Now, we have the decision 
of Felix in the first verse of today’s passage.  It was procrastination – Felix ruled that he would 
hold off making a decision until after Lysias, the Roman military commander, came to Caesarea 
from Jerusalem. 
 
   In the meantime, Paul would still be held captive, although with some freedoms.  Verse 23 
teaches us that Paul’s friends would be allowed to visit him, and to provide for his needs. 
 
   Among Paul’s visitors would be Felix, the Governor, and his wife, Drusilla.  Felix wanted to 
know more about the Jesus whom Paul spoke of.  That’s good, right? 
 
   Verse 25 tells us that Paul’s message had three primary points – and they are also the three 
points of this message – righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come. 
 
   First, faith in Christ concerns righteousness.  Paul began by telling Felix how he could be 
justified or pronounced righteous by God.  A working description of righteousness is “right 
standing.”  It is a sinful person’s “right standing” before a Holy God.   
 
   We do not possess righteousness naturally, nor can we earn righteousness.  Scripture tells us 
“we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;” (Isaiah 64:6).  Any 
righteousness a human can have, Paul says in Philippians 3:9, comes “from the law.”   
 
   If we are to know God’s favor and not His wrath – if we desire to live a life that pleases Him 
here on earth – if an eternity in glory is your aim – you must be righteous.  If we’re not born 
with it, and we cannot earn it on our own, how do we get righteousness?  A good question! 
 
   God must give righteousness to us.  We cannot stand without condemnation before God 
without also possessing His perfect righteousness.  Philippians 3:9 says we obtain this “through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.” 
      

   Some of you have studied some of the works of the late Jerry Bridges.  He was a Godly man with a 
knack for making difficult concepts simple.  Writing in his great book, The Pursuit of Holiness, Jerry puts 
it this way when he writes, “One day as I was reading the second chapter of I John, I realized that my 
personal life’s objective regarding holiness was less than that of John’s.  He was saying, in effect, ‘Make 
it your aim not to sin.’   
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   As I thought about this, I realized that deep within my heart my real aim was not to sin ‘very much’ – 
can you imagine a soldier going into battle with the aim of ‘not getting shot very much?’ 

 
   God provides His own righteousness to those who trust Jesus Christ.  Read Romans 3:21-26 – 
Paul there tells us “the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed . . . through faith in Jesus 

Christ, to all and on all who believe.”  We are “justified freely by His grace through the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus.”  All of this God has done because He is “just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.” 
 

   So, Paul’s message first deals with righteousness, because Felix and Drusilla, and everyone 
else, are unrighteous in their own merit. 
 
     Second, Paul speaks of self-control – the need to overcome temptation and gain self-
mastery.  To biblically control the self, we must resist the temptations our minds and hearts 
yearn to satisfy – we cannot yield to them continuously.  As it was in Paul’s day, we have a great 
lack of self-control in our day.  Deviant sexual lifestyles are acknowledged and even celebrated 
as diversity!  Actually, it’s perversity! 
 
   Scripture speaks regularly of the need for self-control.  Proverbs 25:28 declares, “A man (or 

woman) without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.”  Galatians 5:23 reveals 
that self-control is a work of God’s Spirit in the life of a believer.  The apostle Paul pegs 
Christians of all ages when he writes in the 2nd chapter of the New Testament book of Titus that 
older men and younger men are to be self-controlled, and older women are to teach the young 
women to be self-controlled.   
 
   But, self-control won’t result unless one relies upon the help of others.  To slay the dragons 
that are our sin, we must have close fellowship with other believers in Christ whom we can 
trust to keep us on the proper path, or help us get back on after we swerve off.     
    
   Third, Paul speaks of the need to escape the awful final judgment of God to come.  This is an 
unmistakable truth of Holy Scripture.  A future judgment awaits everyone.  We will all stand 
before God and give an account of our lives here on earth.  God has provided His elect with an 
Advocate to speak on their behalf – His only begotten and eternal Son – Jesus Christ.   
 
   In honor of our delightful choir, in the choir of life, it’s easy to fake the words – by someday 
each of us will have to sing solo before God. 
 
   Earlier in this very book – in Acts 17:31 – the book’s author, Luke, writes, “God has appointed a 

day, in which He will judge the world in righteousness” by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even before that, 
earlier in Acts 10:42, we read that God ordained Jesus to be “Judge of the living and the dead.” 

 
   The Gospel According to Matthew Chapter 25 instructs that when Jesus comes back to earth a 
second physical, visible time, “All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them 

one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.”  The sheep will be judged and 
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granted their eternal inheritance – eternal life in glory with Jesus Christ.  The goats will go away 
into everlasting punishment – the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
 
   How can we escape that dreadful reality?  We must have Jesus as our Advocate.  God 
punished Him Who became sin for us on the cross at Calvary.  He paid the eternal price for our 
sins, fellow Christian, and His righteousness was given to the people He came to earth to save.   
  

   In the days of the pioneers, when men saw that a prairie fire was coming, what would they do?  Since 
not even the fastest of horses could outrun it, the pioneers took a match and burned the grass in a 
designated area around them.  Then they would take their stand in the burned area and be safe from 
the threatening prairie fire.  As the roar of the flames approached, they would not be afraid.  Even as the 
ocean of fire surged around them there was no fear, because fire had already passed over the place 
where they stood. 
 
   When the judgment of God comes to sweep men and women into hell for eternity, there is one spot 
that is safe.  More than 2,000 years ago the wrath of God was poured out on Mount Calvary.  There 
Jesus Christ - the Son of God – took the wrath that should have fallen on his elect.  You must take your 
stand by the cross to be safe for time and eternity. 

 
   Felix was no stupid man.  He was intelligent – verse 22 says that he had “more accurate 

knowledge of the Way.”  This means that he was fully aware of Jesus Christ and His Church – His 
followers were then referred to as “the Way.” 
 
   Further, we know from this text – verse 24 – that Felix’ wife was Jewish.  Through her, he was 
also likely familiar with the Israelite foundation throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.  
When it came to knowledge of Jesus Christ, Felix could not truthfully say that he had never 
heard of Him! 
 
   Verse 25 tells us that Felix’ reaction to the gospel was fear – as well it should be for those who 
are not safely in Christ.  Further, Felix put off dealing with Jesus by saying, “Go away for now; 
when I have a convenient time I will call for you.” 

 
     Bible commentator and seminary professor Simon Kistemaker has written, “Like the 
Athenian philosophers who informed Paul that they would hear him again sometime (Acts 

Chapter 17), Felix terminates Paul’s teaching with the polite excuse that he will listen to him 
again when time permits.”  (Kistemaker, 852) 
 

   Gloria Pitzer has written: 
 
   “Procrastination is my sin; 
   It brings me naught but sorrow. 
   I know that I should stop it; 
   In fact, I will...tomorrow.” 
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   The great Puritan commentator, Matthew Henry, notes here, “In the affairs of our souls, 
delays are dangerous.  The matter is adjourned to some more convenient time, and then 
convictions cool and wear off.  Felix put off this matter to a more convenient time, but we do 
not find that this more convenient time ever came.  The present time is, without doubt, the 
most convenient time.”  (Henry, 546) 
 
   Holy Scripture presses this home to each of us with ears to hear: 
 
   - Isaiah 55:6 – “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.” 

   - John 7:34 – Jesus teaches, “You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come.”  
   - John 8:21 - Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in 
your sin.  Where I go you cannot come.” 

   - 2 Corinthians 6:2 commands us, “Behold, now is the accepted time; … now is the day of salvation.”  

 

     There’s the familiar story told by C. S. Lewis among others of a meeting in hell.  Satan called his four 
leading demons together and commanded them to think up a new lie that would trap more souls. 
 
     “I have it!” one demon said.  “I’ll go to earth and tell people there is no God.” 
 
     “It will never work,” said Satan.  “People can look around them and see that there is a God.” 
 
     “I’ll go and tell them there is no heaven!” suggested a second demon, but Satan rejected that idea.  
“Everybody knows there is life after death and they want to go to heaven.” 
  
     “Let’s tell them there is no hell!” said a third demon. 
 
     “No, conscience tells them their sins will be judged,” said the devil.  “We need a better lie than that.” 
 
     Quietly, a fourth demon spoke.  “I think I’ve solved your problem,” he said.  “I’ll go to earth and tell 
everybody there is no hurry.”  

 
     Friends, remember, tomorrow isn’t guaranteed!  Let’s pray.  


