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Dad, the Family Shepherd  
Deuteronomy 6:7 

 

   I was away last Sunday, and I want to thank Elder Troy Young for filling this pulpit in my absence.  I 

am grateful Troy takes that responsibility seriously.  You may know that I spent a week on the road with 

son Zach.  We took several days getting to, and staying in Atlanta, Georgia.  Why Atlanta?  We attended 

the 46th General Assembly of our denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  I’ll provide 

more details about our trip in my article in the July Trinity Times newsletter (but don’t hesitate to ask!) 

    

   The theme of our assembly was “Love God and Love Neighbor.”  The opening worship service for our 

assembly featured the passage before us this morning. 

 

     I don’t often take a break from whatever book of the Bible we’re studying on Sunday 

mornings.  We’ve been studying the Gospel According to Mark, and we’ll get back to that next 

Sunday (Mark 9:30-37).  Today, we’ll turn to the Book of Deuteronomy and a passage from 

which I’ve preached several messages over the years.  

  

     Deuteronomy, the fifth book we find in the Old Testament, is also the last of what is called 

the “Pentateuch” (‘five books’).  Deuteronomy means “second law”, and refers to the second 

giving of the law of God to His people through Moses.  Today’s passage, Deuteronomy 6:4-7, is 

often called the “Shema”, which is the original Hebrew for the first word of verse 4 (‘Hear’).   

 

   Can I share a bit of pastoral and fatherly pride with you?  I was impressed with Zach when, as we were 

sitting next to one another in that opening service of worship at General Assembly, I leaned over and told 

him I’d be preaching on that text today here at Trinity Church.   

 

   He answered, “That’s the Shema, isn’t it?”  He was listening!  

 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7: 
   4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!  5 You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

   6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.  7 You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, and when you rise up.” 

    

     Our Lord Jesus took up this verse when He was questioned by a Pharisee as recorded in 

Matthew’s gospel account, Matthew 22:35-38.  We’re told the Pharisee’s motivation, and Jesus’ 

answer: 

 
35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him (Jesus) a question, testing Him, and saying, 
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
37 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’  38 This is the first and great commandment.” 

 

     Building upon verse 7 of today’s text, we’re going to see that it’s a father’s responsibility to 

be present physically and emotionally in raising up his children to be Godly children 

(Christians).  As such, Christian fathers are to shepherd their families spiritually.   
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     Random House Dictionary defines “shepherd” as a man who protects, guides, or watches over 

a person or group of people.”  This message has something for all of us, whether we’re male, 

female, parent or childless.  Even if you’re not a father, you’ll participate in God’s blessings 

through a Dad fulfilling his God-given command to head the family spiritually.  And, just as the 

Bible teaches that the home is led by Godly fathers (or Godly mothers in the absence of a Godly 

father), so the household of faith, the Church, is to be led by Godly men.   

 

     Today, Father’s Day, children are honoring their dads with gifts, presence, or calling them on 

the phone.  Others of us reflect on the memories we had of our fathers while they were yet alive.     

 

     My Dad was 51 years old when he died, and by many indicators, he may not have died a believer in 

Jesus Christ.  I don’t doubt my father loved me, and I learned some things from him, many by non-

example, unfortunately.  Growing up in a household where only one parent was a Christian was very 

tough.  I witnessed outbursts of anger from both parents, physical violence, drunkenness, profanity, stress, 

little love displayed, and finally, divorce after I had already left home.  My father was too busy for things 

Christian.  You see, he worked on Sundays, and rarely attended church with his wife and children.  

What’s more, he didn’t nourish his family spiritually.  

 

   What is really sobering -- this is commonplace in our day!  Consider these statistics:  

 

 1/3 of American children do not live with their natural fathers! 

 Over 15 million children are growing up in homes without any father! 

 Every 27 seconds an American family dies (divorce or separation)! 

 70% of men in prison grew up without a father! 

 

     Think about the prospect if every father took as his first responsibility the Christianizing of 

his own home.  It takes sacrifice to spend time with your family in sharing devotions, bible 

reading or study, praying with them and for them, attending worship together, and living the life 

Christ lives by your example, Dad.  By what a joy and potentially rewarding experience! 

 

     This task cannot be delegated to anyone else, although the Church exists to help.  The father’s 

responsibility cannot be evaded.  Where it is accepted, the home becomes a church, a school, and 

a blessing to all within its borders and its community. 

 

     The Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the church at Ephesus (Ephesians 6:4) - the last of the 

verses that Luke read for us earlier in this service – a sentence that gets to the heart of the matter.  
“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 

admonition of the Lord.” 

 

     Not to show Jesus to your children (to train them to live for and trust in Jesus), Dads, is to 

provoke them to wrath!  Each of us is created by God to worship; we are going to worship some 

one or some thing.  Someone will shepherd our children, who will it be for your family? 

   

   Maybe you’ve heard of Joe White.  He’s a living legend in Christian camping.  I’ve heard him speak a 

couple times on “Focus on the Family.”  His camps in Missouri draw more than 5,000 kids from 40 

states.  The vast majority of them come from Christian homes where Mom and Dad are committed to 

each other.  Joe surveyed more than 1,000 of these kids and found some encouraging results: 
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* 95% of the boys say their father regularly tells them, “I love you.” 

* 91% say their parents play games with them. 

* 94% say their fathers attend their athletic events. 

* 85% of the boys recall having stories read to them by their dads. 

 

   It’s no coincidence 80% of these kids say they are against premarital sex, 92% do not use illegal drugs, 

and the majority don’t drink alcohol. 

 

     For the first time, I didn’t buy any books from the bookstore at General Assembly.  But Zach did while 

I was in a session on the floor of the assembly.  When I asked him what he bought, he showed me this – a 

hardbound copy of the Westminster Confession of Faith with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms!   

 

     As we drove back from Atlanta, Zach asked me what my favorite part of General Assembly was.  Can 

you guess what I said?  I looked at him and said, “That you went with me.” 

 

     So, what can you do, Dad, to promote the spiritual welfare of your family? 

 

     1 – You can promote your own spiritual welfare.  The best way to strengthen your family’s 

faith is to strengthen your own faith.  Spiritual changes in the household must begin in the 

father’s heart.  You must continually rededicate yourself and family to the glory of God, Dad.    

We need to look to our Heavenly Father to be the proper spiritual leader of our families.  We 

should be on our knees constantly in guidance for our children.  Follow Christ’s example in 

Mark 1:35, when we see that our Lord Jesus rose and went out to a lonely place in the morning, a 

great while before the day and prayed.  

 

     For what do we pray?  We pray for our wives and our children: for their physical health, their 

spiritual well-being, that we can allow God to fulfill our family’s needs through us.  Pray now 

for your children’s future spouse(s).  Pray for your church.  Pray for God to fill you with His 

Spirit.  

 

     2 – You must provide for your children when they are young.  Whether your young 

children live with you or not, the importance of providing for their needs is sometimes 

overlooked.  Providing for your family is a father’s God-given responsibility.  Consider the 

Apostle Paul’s counsel to his protégé, Timothy, in I Timothy 5:8: “But if anyone does not provide 

for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever.”   
 

     3 – You must spend time with your children.  Sadly, the average American dad spends only 

14 minutes a day with his children.  You must teach and play with your children.  You must talk 

with your children, whether they’re still at home or not.  This is the heart of Deuteronomy 6:7 – 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when 

you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”  And this can be done whether or not 

your children live in your home. 

 

     In a study, Keith Meyering, administrator for Men’s Life magazine, illustrates the incredible 

spiritual power of a father’s presence in the life of his child/children. 
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   “When the father is an active believer there is about a 75% likelihood that his children will also become 

active believers.  But if only the mother is a believer this likelihood is dramatically reduced to 15%.”  

 

   Physical presence of the father in the family is further pointed out by this simple principle of fathering.  

Error increases with Distance.  Steve Farrar, author of the book Point Man, writes, “I’m an excellent 

bowler.  I carry a 285 average.  The goal of any bowler is a 300 game.  Over the years I’ve rolled nearly 

20 300 games.  But there’s something I should mention.  The length of a bowling alley is about 60 feet.  I, 

however, prefer to bowl much closer.  When I bowl from 15 feet, I enjoy the game a lot more.  The 

majority of my balls are strikes, and when I leave a spare, I always pick it up. 

 

   Farrar notes, “I’m dynamite from 15 feet!  But when I back up to the regulation line, my average drops 

dramatically.  Why?  Error increases with distance!  If we’re going to be family leaders, Dads, we have 

to spend time with our families! 

 

     4 – You must teach your children the Word of God.  This seem so simple, yet, look at how 

many Christians live lives that shed doubt on whether they’re familiar with the Bible, or even 

have a relationship with Jesus.  When it comes to family, finances, relationships, sex and 

marriage, among a whole host of other issues, we must teach our children what the Bible says.  It 

is, after all, the infallible, inerrant Word of the Living God! 

 

     Recently, the Philadelphia Enquirer ran a story about the American Bible Society, a Philadelphia-

based nonprofit, that translates and distributes Bible around the world.  According to the article, the 

American Bible Society recently communicated that it wants employees to agree to abstain from sex 

outside of marriage or resign.  The organization also defines marriage as only between a man and a 

woman.  Both of these are clearly taught by the Bible.  The American Bible Society was basically saying 

that if its employees were engaging in premarital sex or involved in relationships between same sex 

persons, they had to cease or leave.  Why is that surprising to some?  They may not know their Bibles? 

Had their parents taught them sacred Scripture? 

 

     In summary, Godly men shepherd their families by strengthening their own walk with Jesus, 

by providing for and spending time with their children, and by teaching them the Word of God.  

They take every opportunity and advantage to do so. 

 

   More than 8,000 men were asked what kind of epitaph they could give their fathers: 

 

CALIFORNIA: Here lies my Dad.  He did not demonstrate love to his sons.  

 

ILLINOIS: Here lies my Dad.  If his actions matched his talk, he would be awesome.  

 

TEXAS: Here lies my Dad; always gone, still is.  

 

     Any man can father children, but it takes a special man to be a Dad, someone who is always 

there for his family while he’s alive, and just as importantly, leaves a legacy behind after his life 

on this earth comes to an end.   

 

     How will your children remember you?  Dad, are you your family’s shepherd?  I pray you are 

or soon will be!   


